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Minutes of City Council

February 1, 2016
Special Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in special session on Monday, February 1, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at the Alumni Center on the West Virginia Osteopathic School of Medicine Campus, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Police Chief Tim Stover, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington, Planning & Zoning Clerk Cheryl Yates, Assistant City Administrator Bonita Sienkiewicz; Dep. Chief Chris Teubert, Cpl. Mike Arbaugh, Cpl. John McClintic, Lt. Jeromy Dove, Sgt. Jeff Vance, Sgt. Brad Eggleston, Cpl. Jonathan Hughes, Ptl. Steven Rodoussakis, Ptl. Robbie Crone, Ptl. Nick Sams, Sgt. Gary Workman, Sgt. Bart Baker, 1st Sgt. Dwayne Bowles, Sgt. Drew Pendleton and TFC. Jason Burdette.

VISITORS:  Reporters Cordia Lucas with the West Virginia Daily News, Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Garland Kessinger, Chally Erb, Dr. Connie Anderson, Bethany Ellard, Youel Altizer, Sara Elkins, Ryan Steinke, Herb Montgomery, Greg Cascio, Valerie Colella, Jonathon Comer, Kim Morgan-Dean, Clarence Daniels, Elizabeth Walker, Josh Duncan, Penny Filorante, Jeff Bean, Andrew Schneider, Patty Blake, Dr. Celia McClay, Denver Blake, Chelsea Roper, Jay Talbott, Jamie Crosier, Kenos Jones, Kris Arbuckle, James Thomas, Kermit Medsker, Bob Banton, Scott Miller, Debbie Harold, Lydia Preston Hicks, Jesse McBurney, James Caldwell, Lisa VanDyke, Sandra Ellard, Chris VanDyke, Revel Howe, Jason Mathias, Cynthia Clark, Debra Mathias, Linda Terek Ball, Kevin Chaffins, Cindy Lavender-Bowe, Timothy Hamilton, Emily Landseidel, Aaron Boone, Amy Vernon Jones, Amy Holiday, Micah Labishak, Teresa Davis, Jules Kessler, Misty Boone, Rebekah Foster, John Burdette, Amy Boone, Jack Hudnell, Gina Lang, Fred Fryor, April Vincent, Romie Comer, Rebecca Loudermilk, Blaine Comer, Julian Levine, Darrell Bonifacious, Neely Seams, Aaron Toothman, Cari Cohen, Jason Williams, Cassie Williams, Joey Boone, Jeff Kessler, Karen Scott, Nathan Butler, Susan Shope, Emily Carter, Ron Sherrod, Georgia Foster, Debbie Bowman, Anna Osborne, Zane Pipkin, Colter Lewis, Amy Bender, Hanno Kirk, Donald Dawson, Martha Hilton, Allen Whitt, Larry Baxter and James Dick.
Almost 400 people attended the meeting but only the names of those who spoke were recorded.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
Ordinance 254, Nondiscrimination for LGBT citizens

Mayor Manchester stated that if Ordinance 254 were to pass it would amend the City’s existing policy which established a Human Rights Commission that was created to “encourage mutual understanding and respect among all racial, religious, and ethnic groups with the City and…endeavor to eliminate all discrimination by virtue of race, creed or religious belief.” He noted the ordinance would prohibit discrimination in employment, housing and public accommodations, which are described as human rights and civil rights of all persons without regard to race, religion, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, blindness, handicap, sexual orientation and gender identity. He noted the goal of the public hearing was to allow a full discussion of the issue at hand so City Council can hear the thoughts of Lewisburg residents regarding Ordinance 254. He noted that if people leave the building they would not be allowed to return. He said he hoped that people would remain quiet and respectful so City Council could hear the people speaking.
Mayor Manchester opened the floor for public comment during the public hearing regarding Ordinance 254 at 7:45 p.m.
Garland Kessinger who lives in Alta, stated his family shop in Lewisburg. He noted he is concerned that if the ordinance were to pass that men would be allowed to enter women’s restrooms. He said for him this is a moral and Christian issue and that he was totally against it.

Chally Erb, a resident of Lewisburg, said this meeting was what democracy looked like. He indicated he was a U.S. Marine Corp and Vietnam combat wounded Vet who volunteered to keep America safe for all people.  He said he wants all citizens of Lewisburg to have the same human rights. 
Dr. Connie Anderson, a resident of Lewisburg, shared that she had a man walk in on her while she was in the bathroom at Wal-Mart. She stated that as a physician she takes care of women who have been violated by men. She said she doesn’t understand the ordinance.
Bethany Ellard-Richmond a resident of Alderson who shops in Lewisburg stated this was much more than a bathroom issue. She noted she is a social worker who has worked with assaulted women and children. She noted that men can already come into a bathroom without an ordinance. She stated that 12% of transgender youth have been assaulted in a bathroom. She noted that not passing the ordinance and forcing them to use the wrong bathroom is not a good idea.

Youel Altizer, a pastor at Graystone Baptist Church in Fairlea, WV lives on Coffman Hill. He stated he is a grandfather and is concerned about this ordinance. He is opposed.
Sara Elkins, a resident of White Sulphur Springs works, shops and attends events in Lewisburg. She noted she owns rental property in Lewisburg. She said she is a white, straight woman who is a part of middle class America who enjoys privilege. She stated she has a 7 year old son. She stated she believes in the importance of defending those under attack such as the LGBT community. She said she believes that as part of the protected majority in America she has a responsibility to help others.

Ryan Steinke, the Youth Minister at Graystone Baptist Church, is a resident of Caldwell who shops and attends events in Lewisburg. He stated his concern is a civil one. He does not believe this ordinance will allow him to practice the beliefs of his religion.

Herb Montgomery said he was born and raised in Lewisburg. He stated that 50% of transgender persons report being harassed in public accommodations. He stated there is a 41% of suicide among transgender youth. He stated he would like to see Lewisburg follow the 19 states in the United States who have nondiscrimination protections for LGBT people. 

Greg Cascio, a resident of Maxwelton, WV, works at the Greenbrier Valley Medical Center in Fairlea. He stated he feels like Christian values are being attacked in the US. He noted he rents out an apartment in Lewisburg. He stated he would have to forego his supplemental income or put aside his deeply held beliefs if this ordinance was passed.

Valerie Colella, a resident of Lewisburg, thanked City Council for their leadership. She said she volunteers, shops and lives in Lewisburg. She noted the restrooms were not a real issue but one of a scapegoat tactic. She stated the Ordinance has become a “knowledge versus fear” issue. She stated that fear should never be the basis for law. She offered there is no law that does not say you can’t practice your religion. She said this is about equality.
Reverend Jonathon Comer, the pastor of the Lewisburg Baptist Church, said he is grateful for the Christian heritage of the United States. He said he believes the United States was founded using Christian principles. He stated he believes the roadmap for our society are built upon Christian ideals. He is in opposition to the Ordinance and states it offers no protection for children or elderly in bathrooms.
Kim Morgan-Dean, a resident of Lewisburg, stated she moved to Lewisburg with her female fiancée two years ago because of the feeling of inclusivity. She stated the bathroom issue is a “red herring” and that no rights are being trampled on. She noted that 72% of transgender persons are assaulted in public restrooms. She said she feels like the bathroom argument stems from fear. 

Clarence Daniels, a resident of Muddy Creek Mountain, stated the Bible says the righteous in authority shall make Christ rejoice. He stated that LGBT people are living in a state of wickedness. He stated he was standing in front of a “bunch of the most selfish people tonight.” He likened Lewisburg to the biblical town of Sodom. He stated this ordinance was only going to defend the rights of Sodomites. He stated he hated that the laws in the United States were being changed by a few.

Elizabeth Walker, an Episcopal priest, is a resident of Lewisburg. She stated “this is an issue of equality and the freedom to believe what we want to believe.” She said that we do not have the right to impose religious beliefs on others. She stated the LGBT community deserves the same civil rights and that employees want to work and not have to worry about being fired. She stated they want to live where they want to live without being evicted because of who they are. This ordinance would protect those rights in employment and housing.
Josh Duncan, a resident whose address is Lewisburg, stated he is a Christian business man. He stated he believes the City Council has done their homework. He addressed Council and offered a prayer that they would vote the way God would have them vote.

Penny Filorante, a resident of White Sulphur Springs, who works in Lewisburg stated her 24 year old son is a transgender person. She stated she feels like Ordinance 254 would ensure him protections. She stated that LGBT persons should not be able to be discriminated against because it is wrong. 

Jeff Bean stated he lives just outside the City limits. He noted he is married and has 3 children. He stated he is a Iraq War Veteran. He said he does not want to see people discriminated against but he does not feel Ordinance 254 is the type of law Lewisburg needs. He stated there should be protections for both straight and LGBT people.

Andrew Schneider is the Executive Director of Fairness WV who lives in Charleston. He said “justice delayed is justice denied.” He noted the State of WV has yet to add nondiscrimination policies to the State Human Rights Act. He stated that LGBT people are afraid to be whom they are and to love who they love in WV. He told the story of a gay coal miner who was so harassed by his co-workers that he had to quit his good paying job because there are not protections in matters of employment in WV. 
Patty Blake, a resident of Maxwelton, stated she is a member of Lewisburg Baptist Church who stands on the word of God and is opposed to the passage of the ordinance.

Dr. Celia McClay lives outside the city limits but teaches at the WV School of Osteopathic Medicine and practices medicine at the Robert C. Byrd Clinic in Lewisburg.  She read a suicide note from a transgender girl. She stated she applauds the City Council for offering this ordinance and trying to bring inclusivity to Lewisburg.

Denver Blake, a resident of Maxwelton, said he graduated from Lewisburg High School and is a member of Lewisburg Baptist Church. He noted Joe Lutz is his doctor. He stated the bathroom issue is important. He does not want any men to come in on his wife or family in the bathroom. He stated that “God is perfect, for one to say that I am not satisfied with the way that God made me is wrong.” He asked what Jesus would think of this ordinance.
Chelsea Roper, a resident of Lewisburg, stated that a close member of her family came out as transgender recently. She stated this family member did not feel safe going into a bathroom. She stated her sister looks nothing like a man and that the passage of this ordinance would only protect her sister while she is using a restroom or working at a job. She noted she feels like God is a loving God and that people are born as transgender and know from birth that they are transgender.

Jay Talbott stated he has been a pastor for 30 years in Sam Black and that he is opposed to this ordinance.

Jamie Crosier, a resident of Lewisburg, stated she is the mother of a son and works as a social worker. She noted she is the Vice President of the Women’s Shelter. She read a letter written by Trudy Laurenson. 

Kenos Jones, a resident of White Sulphur Springs, stated he believes that people are born with the sex organ that determines what gender you are. He stated that God loves everyone but that homosexuality is a sin. He stated he feels our nation is collapsing and will never be what it was. He stated if this ordinance passes he will stop spending money in Lewisburg. 

Kris Arbuckle lives in Maxwelton and works in Lewisburg. He stated he is a transgender man and that he wants to feel safe in his home. He stated that young people who do not feel safe in WV will leave the state. He stated he goes to church every Sunday.

James Thomas a resident of Houfnagle Road just outside the city limits, thanked the City Council for allowing democracy to work but he felt the majority should rule. He said he is “a born again Christian” who believes that given a choice between right or wrong that no one has had a gun put to their head to choose the LGBT lifestyle and that these people are going to end up in hell.” 
Kermit Medsker, a resident of Lewisburg who works at The Greenbrier Valley Theatre stated he feels Council should uphold the American principles of protecting the minority brought forth by Benjamin Franklin who was a Unitarian among the American Founders. He stated that not everyone living in Lewisburg was a Christian and that people of different faiths like Muslims also have rights.

Bob Banton, a resident of Lewisburg, stated he loved everyone in attendance at the meeting. He asked if women did not have a right to keep men out of the bathrooms. He asked if men did not have a right to not have women in their bathroom.

Scott Miller, a resident of Lewisburg, stated he is a father to 6 children and 2 grandchildren. He said he is Jewish and would like to talk as a member of a discriminated against class of people. He said he grew up as a minority and that the US law protected him as a minority. He stated protections like this are important when one remembers that 8 million people were killed during the Holocaust in Germany. He stated he is in favor of passage of this ordinance because he wants to ensure that others are protected.

Debbie Harold, a resident of White Sulphur Springs, who shops in Lewisburg and attends Lewisburg Baptist Church, is opposed to the ordinance.

Lydia Preston Hicks, a resident of Lewisburg, stated she had assumed that everyone was protected under the human rights act of the US. She said she does not like knowing that LGBT persons can be refused a job or fired or kicked out of an apartment because of their sexual orientation. She is in favor of the ordinance being passed.

Jesse McBurney is a teacher in Lewisburg. She is scared of the bathroom issues and is opposed to the ordinance.

James Caldwell is a resident of Alderson who does business in Lewisburg. He stated he does not feel the US is a Christian nation. He stated that US laws guarantee freedom of religion for all. He stated the bathroom issue is fear mongering and intolerant. 
Lisa VanDyke, a resident of Fort Springs, who attends the Lewisburg Baptist Church, stated she was against the ordinance.

Sandra Ellard, a resident of Alderson who shops and works in Lewisburg states she is concerned about the safety of trans kids and is in favor of the ordinance.

Chris VanDyke, a resident of Fort Springs, who attends the Lewisbug Baptist Church, stated he is concerned about who is going to protect children in the bathrooms in Lewisburg.
Revel Howe stated he has been a pastor for 40 years. He stated there were no statues now that would prevent a man from entering a women’s bathroom. He encouraged people to use the Bible as a guidebook saying “that Jesus will not let you stay where you are.”

Jason Mathis, a resident of Sinks Grove, and a member of Lewisburg Baptist Church, stated there was no fairness in life. He noted he felt passing the ordinance would be dangerous for children.

Cynthia Clark, a resident of Lewisburg, stated she works as a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner. She stated she does not feel passing the ordinance would pose any danger to children by strangers in a restroom. She noted that the majority of assaults perpetrated against children are by people they know and not by strangers. She said she wants to live in a town where freedom from discrimination is a right for all of the people.

Debra Mathis, a resident of Sinks Grove, who attends Lewisburg Baptist Church, is opposed to the ordinance saying she feels the language of the ordinance is too broad.

Linda Terek Ball, a resident of Lewisburg, has worked for 40 years as an educator states that God does not make mistakes. She said “We are born who we are, including transpeople.” She stated she has seen bullying in the school system.

Kevin Chaffin, a resident of Caldwell, attends Lewisburg Baptist Church and shops in Lewisburg. He stated he saw no need for this ordinance because he feels the majority of citizens are against the ordinance. 

Cindy Lavender-Bowe, a resident of Lewisburg, who works and volunteers in Lewisburg is in favor of the ordinance. She stated she was a person of faith and did not find anything in her faith that makes her think that people shouldn't have the basic rights that everyone has."  She stated that in her experience most abuse happens at the hands of loved ones not strangers. She stated she respects the members of City Council and knows they are not wicked or selfish people-that City Council, the Mayor and the Recorder are selfless people who have worked hard for Lewisburg.

Timothy Hamilton, a resident of Lewisburg, stated he was opposed to the ordinance. 

Emily Landseidel stated she is a teacher and volunteer in the Greenbrier County School System. She noted she mentors two girls, one of whom is bi-sexual. She stated she stands up for those who can’t stand up for themselves. Her job is to protect her students. She said she does not condone doing things out of fear like the folks who are opposed to the ordinance.
Aaron Boone, a resident of Ronceverte, feels that passage of the ordinance would violate safety in the bathrooms. He stated he believes that homosexuality is a sin and that God can remove homosexuality from a person’s life. 

Amy Vernon Jones, a resident of Lewisburg, who works in town stated that all kinds of people live in Lewisburg. She said that equal protection under the law is essential. She stated she is proud of Lewisburg for keeping up with the times. She stated this is a moral issue for her and that no one should have to hide who they are to keep a job.

Amy Holliday, a resident of Ronceverte, who shops and dines in Lewisburg, is opposed to the ordinance because of the “bathroom issue.”

Michah Labishak, a resident of Lewisburg, who also works in town stated she has supported a friend emotionally through a transition from female to male. She noted that having the support of one’s community like the passage of an ordinance like this is humanizing. She stated that allowing people to live authentically benefits a community.

Teresa Davis a resident of Lewisburg is opposed to the ordinance.

Jules Kessler, a resident and high school senior at Greenbrier East High School, stated he feels it is crucial to grant civil rights to all people. He stated that all people should live free from discrimination.

Misty Boone is a resident of Ronceverte and is an early childhood educator with two children of her own. She said it is her job to protect children and that she will no longer shop in Lewisburg if this ordinance passes.
Rebekah Foster, a resident of Lewisburg, stated she was the daughter of a minister who had two children. She said she hears fear on both sides of this issue. She indicated to City Council that the citizens of Lewisburg “had elected you to vote your conscience.” She said she believes in fairness and that she is not afraid of anyone who is gay.

John Burdette, a resident of Fort Springs, attends Lewisburg Baptist Church and has a 5 year old daughter. He stated he is deaf and would not be able to hear if anything were happening to his daughter while he waited outside for her in a public restroom.

Amy Boone is a resident of Lewisburg who works, votes and volunteers in Lewisburg.  She stated her son has nonverbal autism. She said she has love and respect for those on both sides of this issue. She stated she feels like she is an advocate for those who can’t speak for themselves. She stated that as her son Hunter is getting older, she is beginning to get abuse from people even as she still has to help in public restrooms. 

Jack Hudnall, a resident of White Sulphur Springs, owns a rental unit in Lewisburg. He stated he is against the passage of this ordinance. He feels that ministers would have to perform ceremonies that go against their religion if this ordinance were passed. 

Gina Lang, a resident and business owner in Lewisburg who has a young daughter stated she was surprised to learn that as a landlord she could evict or fire an employee because of their sexual orientation. She said she was also surprised this ordinance in support of nondiscrimination has been made into a “bathroom issue.” She stated she feels it is an equal rights issue.

Fred Fryor, a resident of Rainelle, and a pastor at Sewell Valley Baptist Church is opposed to this ordinance.
April Vincent, a resident of Lewisburg, who has two children, is a teacher who supports the ordinance. She stated she has never felt fear because a person was gay or transgender. 
Romie Comer, a resident of Maxwelton, stated he is opposed to the ordinance because of the children.

Rebecca Loudermilk, a resident who works in town, is in in favor of the ordinance. She stated she was molested by a minister at the age of three. She noted that morality and Christianity do not go hand in hand. She stated that transgender and pedophilia do not go hand in hand. She stated that many of the business in Lewisburg already have nondiscrimination policies in place. 

Blaine Comer, a resident of Caldwell, is opposed to the ordinance because of the “bathroom issue.” He said he believes his unity in community is threatened by this ordinance.
Julian Levine, a resident of Lewisburg, stated he is in favor of the ordinance and is proud to live in an inclusive community.

Darrell Bonifacious stated he was molested by a stranger when he was a child and is opposed to the ordinance because he feels it is a safety issue.

Neely Seams who is a resident of Lewisburg stated that sexual orientation and gender don’t make people who they are. She asked why people would want to make it harder for struggling human beings like transgender and gay by denying them civil rights.

Aaron Toothman, a resident of Ronceverte, and a member of the Lewisburg Baptist Church, stated he feels like the ordinance would break down the walls of privacy and safety and would violate his freedom of religion.

Cari Cohen, a resident of Lewisburg, stated she supports the teachings of Jesus and that she has love in her heart and will not discriminate against those who choose love.
Jason Williams stated he attends Lewisburg Baptist Church and is opposed to the ordinance.

Cassie Williams, a resident of Williamsburg, stated she has been bi-sexual her whole life and feels loved in Lewisburg. She noted she hopes that people would choose to protect her civil rights if she was their relative.

Joey Boone, a resident of Ronceverte, who attends Lewisburg Baptist Church, said he was opposed to the ordinance.
Jeff Kessler, a resident of Lewisburg, stated he supports the ordinance.

Karen Scott, a resident of Monroe County, who shops in Lewisburg, stated she is opposed to the ordinance.

Nathan Butler, a resident of Lewisburg, who attends the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine. He said he was a military veteran who fought to defend the equal rights of all. He stated that just 53 years ago the equality issue was about race and whites and blacks. He said he feels the LGBT community should be granted equality.

Susan Shopr, a resident of Sinks Grove, who shops in Lewisburg, is opposed to the ordinance because of the “bathroom issue.” 

Emily Carter, a Lewisburg resident, stated she worked at a LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) camp in Pittsburgh with teens ages 11-17. She stated she is in favor of this ordinance. She noted that many of the teens she worked with were bullied and this ordinance was needed.
Ron Sherrod, a minister at the Mount Tabor Baptist Church, stated he was opposed to the ordinance.

Georgia Foster, a 14 year old girl who is a resident of Lewisburg, stated she did not believe this was a religious matter because the law and religion are separate. She said she felt it was important that the LGBT community and others have basic acceptance that the passage of this ordinance would bring. 

Debbie Bowman stated she was opposed to the ordinance.
Anna Osborne, a resident of Alderson, who shops, dines and plays music in Lewisburg, stated the LGBT people in her life are horrified about child abuse and do not condone it. She stated her friends deserve protection and support in matters of housing and employment.

Zane Pipkin, a resident of Lewisburg, stated he supports the housing and employment parts of the ordinance but not the bathroom issue parts.

Colter Lewis, a resident of Renick, supports this ordinance and this civil rights issue.

Amy Bender, a resident of Ballangee,  who shops in Lewisburg, stated she is against the ordinance. She noted that West Virginia values are her values. She stated she did not see the need to make West Virginia politically correct with ordinances like this.

Hanno Kirk, a resident who lives just outside the city limits but has had a business here, counsels transgender people. He stated that gender orientation was driven by biological inheritors and were determined in the womb. He stated he is in favor of the ordinance.
Donald Dawson, a resident of Peterstown, whose family shops in Lewisburg is opposed to the ordinance. 

Martha Hilton, a resident of Lewisburg, says she does not like having to take sides.

Allen Whitt a resident of Charleston and the president of the WV Family Policy Council threatened City Council members with litigation if the ordinance passed. 

Larry Baxter, a resident of Lewisburg, stated he felt this issue had nothing to do with discrimination and that he was opposed.

James Dick, a resident of Organ Cave, and a pastor in Harts Run, stated he was opposed.

Mayor Manchester closed the public hearing at 11:23 p.m.

City Attorney Jesse Guills said he felt the public should know the depth of understanding that has gone into drafting this ordinance. He stated he reviewed six nondiscrimination ordinances that other WV Cities have passed and have not been challenged. He stated a law school had studied Federal and State law to make sure the ordinance would not conflict with state or federal law. Guills said City Council had received suggested amendments to the ordinance from local lawyers who were opposed to the passage of the ordinance. He noted these amendments included a new section on religious organizations, which states the ordinance does not apply to the employment of individuals whose primary duties consist of teaching or spreading doctrine of beliefs, religious governance, supervision of a religious order, supervision of person teaching or spreading religious doctrine or belief or supervision of participation in religious ritual or worship. He said the addition also states the ordinance does not prevent a religious organization, association, educational institute or society from restricting membership or access to any of its religious services or activities to those who are members of the same religion. Guills said that City Council had spent over five hours in executive session over two occasions with him under threat of litigation going over possible amendments to the ordinance. He stated that City Council had been provided advice by many experts and had considered hundreds of texts, emails and phone calls regarding this issue prior to the public hearing. He said he felt City Council was prepared to make a decision. 
Councilmember Joseph Lutz said: “What I’m about to say is not to change anyone’s mind or to convince anyone of anything. I think the folks in and around Lewisburg have their minds made up one way or another. Rather, I offer to the voters of Lewisburg the assurance that I have given my full time and devotion to understand the issues at hand to the best of my ability, and worked very hard to imagine the potential effect my vote might have on our community.  I looked at this somewhat theologically. Although I have no credentials, it’s the only way I know how to look at such important issues. 
More than any other personality trait in my life… all or nothing… yes or no thinking has caused me to make huge mistakes and bad judgments. I have hurt people and myself; I have withheld love and misinterpreted situations. Yes or no thinking is not wrong in itself, and is very necessary at times… but it is completely inadequate for major questions and dilemmas of life. Why… do we do this to ourselves? To one another?  Don’t we know that every viewpoint… is… a view from a point (adapted from Fr. Richard Rohr, The Naked Now) I recently was in a minister’s office discussing the ordinance. He has been generous and trusting and honest in our conversations. I’m very grateful. I saw all the books in his office. The bookshelves were full. There are hundreds of volumes. I foolishly asked him which volume was the most important to his understanding ….…of course he replied the Bible. But I know it takes all the rest of books to understand the mysteries which lie within the Bible. Having some of the information is never having all the information.
I thank all of you who have sent letters through City Hall, called me, conversed with me both for and against. I thank those of you from the LGBT community who tolerated my questions and were so gracious in your answers of explanation. Thank you to the clergy from several denominations for engaging in conversation and sharing your insights, thoughts and stories. 
Thank you WVSOM for use of this wonderful facility, the city employees who have helped tonight and Chief Stover and to the Lewisburg Police Department here tonight.  

As I reflect on it all, trying to assimilate it, I tried to ‘calmly’ observe and understand my inner turmoils and dramas without rushing to judgment. Often at the end of conversation a person from the Yes side would leave me with a final sentence, ‘Joseph, I know you will do the right thing.’ Then I would be approached by someone from the No side, ‘Joe I know you will do the right thing.’ ‘What is the right thing? I asked myself.’ I listened intently to everyone who was willing to speak to me.  In my listening I hoped to hear that still, quiet voice or an articulate voice who could explain how to deal with the pain and distrust and suspicion which will be left in one community or the other at the culmination of the vote tonight. We are not alone; many communities are dealing with issues of identity and difference. I trust it is just as difficult for them. I have come to believe that the process by which we deal with these culture clash issues today and in the future will determine who and what we are as a community. I have heard people’s fearful concerns and understand that while fear may keep us vigilant, it’s also fear that keeps us apart making it difficult to enter into meaningful dialogue.
 I am very grateful to my fellow council members and the different perspectives they offer in discussion, and it will be quite evident as they offer their thoughts and insights this evening. My experience on City Council is that the members of Council are very much interested in cooperation and not confrontation. We have had a citizen approach us to add amendments to the ordinance as it is presented tonight. Jesse Guills the City Attorney, has been in communication with Mr. Robert J. Frank, an attorney himself. I’m still unclear as to who in the community he represents but by virtue of the fact he is involved is encouraging to me as a connection with the conservative faith community.  
In my research, I read on the website of one of our local churches the statement: …. God created man in His own image and is mindful of him therefore every individual possesses dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love. (Psalm 8:4-9; Colossians 3:9-11).

Likewise, in my church I am also called to ‘strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being.’
The proposed ordinance 254 does not condone nor condemn any group or their personal behaviors; it does clearly state its purpose is to assure Equal Opportunity in the areas of employment and public accommodations as it declared a human or civil right.

 It has been said, by Pope Francis and I quote ‘Mercy is essential because all men are sinners, in need of God’s forgiveness and grace’ He goes on to say, ‘it’s especially necessary today, at a time when humanity is wounded and suffering from the many slaveries of the ‘third millennium’-----not just war and poverty and social exclusion, but also fatalism, hardheartedness and self-righteousness.’
Nobody wins this confrontation if we leave here with anger, distrust and suspicion. Being put in this position has left me feeling humble, sad and small knowing that many of my neighbors, co-workers and friends will feel alienated and betrayed regardless of the outcome.

My hope is that we have planted a seed for calm rational discourse in the future as we deal with culture clashing issues. We, members of your city government, mayor, and council are your neighbors. We are not professional politicians. We don’t get to go to Washington DC after our vote. We will go home tonight and to work tomorrow. We will go to church and the farmers market. We will take our children to school and sit in the stands at ballgames or at the theater. We will go to GVT, the library, Carnegie Hall and the grocery store. You saw us at the music festival and will see us at the chocolate festival, the literary festival and Toot. We march in the parades. We will eat in the local restaurants and get our hair cut at our favorite shop. We live here; it is our home too. We and our families, as you, must live with consequences of any and all decisions we make. I promise you we do not make them lightly.”
Councilmember Heather Blake said: “I grieve deeply that this issue has become such a divisive one in our community. After spending the past seven weeks carefully considering this ordinance, I don’t believe that it should be. In the time since I first read Ordinance 254 in early to mid-December, I have posed and received answers to legal questions; met with and listened to members of this community, including supporters and those who oppose the ordinance; have sought the counsel of a variety of experts including medical professionals, attorneys who deal in criminal and constitutional matters, housing experts, professionals who work with child and adult victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse and assault, clergy from a variety of denominations, people who live in jurisdictions where similar policies already exist including other cities in WV, the state of Maryland, and Myrtle Beach, SC; have read every email and letter that I have received in opposition and in support; and have spent a great deal of time pondering, praying, and contemplating different perspectives. Although I have considered input from others, I have not been led on this issue by any individual or any group. My research has been my own, performed on my own time by myself, and was done in an effort to thoroughly understand this ordinance. 
I don’t share this information in an attempt to claim that I am an expert on the contents of this ordinance, but instead to share with the community that I am taking my role seriously. That is my task – to listen to citizens but also to research the issue as completely as I am able. I feel confident that I have tried my best to understand the issues that surround Ordinance 254 and to look at those issues as objectively as possible. 
City Recorder Shannon Beatty said the consideration of this ordinance has not been an easy place for this council to be in. She said that after reviewing over 700 emails, messages and phone calls her heart began to crack open over the pain going on in the community. Beatty stated she began to realize the issue was a real issue of fear. However, she noted in the end she truly felt this was an issue of extending basic human rights to members of the LGBT community in matters of housing and employment. 
Councilmember Josh Baldwin said he felt that this issue should be approached as “we as a community, not us and them.” He stated he brought this issue to City Council two years when Council passed a resolution urging the WV Legislature to pass a bill for nondiscrimination for members of the LGBT community. He said the State has done nothing and that is why Council finds itself here two years later.

Councilmember Mark Etten said he felt the ordinance was not about bathrooms. He stated there are no statues that govern the use of bathrooms. He asked City Attorney Guills if passing this ordinance was not going to change access to bathrooms that is not already in place. Guills answered no. He asked Guills if this ordinance would change anything regarding the way sex crimes or abuse is handled. Guills answered no. Etten asked Chief Stover if the Police Department was going to change the way it investigated or prosecuted sex crimes or abuse. Stover said no. Etten stated this bathroom issue was “fear mongering” and that he was at ease with his decision.

Councilmember Beverly White said: “Thank you all for your interest in Ordinance 254. The interest in this ordinance has kept me awake at night. First, I would like to point out that we are not a “copy and paste” city council. We all have our own opinions and thoughts, and we respect each other for our differences.

I would be hard pressed to believe that the mayor or any of the other council members or recorder and our attorney has experienced discrimination. I grew up during segregation and integration. I have been discriminated against in the workplace, so I know firsthand what discrimination looks like, sounds like and feels like. 

As a mother, grandmother and childcare worker for over 20 years, children are and have and always will be an important part of my life. I have worked with all God’s children, yes even a transgender child. Everybody is somebody’s child. How do you want your child to be treated? When I was stopped in the store or on the streets and people were giving me their opinions regarding Ordinance 254 and I would make this statement that everybody is somebody’s child, how do you want your child to be treated. Those people hesitated to respond. When they did, they attempted to give me scripture to prove their point. Not one person answered the question, how do you want your child to be treated.

The adults that seem to be the biggest topic of this ordinance began as a child. They didn’t just become an adult overnight. They grew up from a baby. Psalms 139 verse 13 says, ‘For it was you formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.’ Verse 14 says “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.’ That tells me God already knew who all of us were going to be. Children know who they are and they can and will tell you who they are. We as adults just need to listen to them.

Any decision I make, I make for the children. Because they cannot speak for themselves until they are older. I make my decision for the children today and for the children that will be born in families to come. I will always stand for all of God’s children. Thank you.”

Mayor John Manchester stated the consideration of Ordinance 254 has been a heart wrenching process.. He stated that everyone could agree that child predators are the lowest of the low. “No one wants pedophiles or predators in the bathrooms.” He stated that with or without this ordinance people at the most risk need protection. He said the intent of this ordinance is to protect unprotected people. Manchester said the Police and Judicial system would address deviancy and pedophiles.
Mayor Manchester told City Council they could take several different actions with Ordinance 254. They could vote it down, pass it as it was presented at the December meeting or pass it with the suggested amendments. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to amend Ordinance 254 as recommended by City Attorney Guills. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion.

Councilmember Etten rescinded his motion and Baldwin his second.

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for second reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 137, HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF PART ONE, ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF LEWISBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, TO DECLARE PUBLIC POLICY FOR NONDISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT AND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS”
Councilmember White made a motion to pass Ordinance 254 as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion.

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for second reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 137, HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF PART ONE, ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF LEWISBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, TO DECLARE PUBLIC POLICY FOR NONDISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT AND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS”
With all in favor the motion carried.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to adopt the amendments to Ordinance 254 as presented by City Attorney Guill and to pass the amended ordinance. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:28 am. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
