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Minutes of City Council

January 12, 2016
Special Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in special session on Tuesday, January 12, 2016 at 7:35 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Police Chief Tim Stover, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Building Inspector Ray Still and Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.

ABSENT: Mark Etten

VISITORS:  Reporters Cordia Lucas with the West Virginia Daily News, Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Officer Chris Tuebert, and Martha Hilton. 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

December 15, 2015

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve the December 15, 2015 Regular Session minutes as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
MTA 2016 Local Contribution

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve sending $2,872.50 to MTA for the 2016 local contribution with a notarized letter. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried. 

Farmers Market Lease

Mayor Manchester indicated the Board of Directors for the Lewisburg Farmers Market had asked to be placed on the February agenda instead.

Appointment to Parks Commission

Mayor Manchester stated that Dr. David Beatty had resigned from the Parks Commission. Manchester announced he would like to recommend the appointment of Todd Wagner to fill Beatty’s unexpired term.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to appoint Todd Wagner to fill Dr. David Beatty’s unexpired term on the Parks Commission with the term ending on June 30, 2017. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried. 

PROCLAMATIONS:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Week 
Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing the week of January 18 to 22 to be Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Week in the city of Lewisburg. 
Volunteer of the Year 2015

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation appointing Jim Talbert as the Volunteer of the Year for 2015 in the City of Lewisburg.

ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance 255, Parks Usage & Reservation Fees, 1st Reading

Recorder Beatty read the following ordinance for first reading:
“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND MODIFY THE OFFICIAL CODE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, RELATING TO ADMINSTRATION/CITY PARKS USAGE FEES.”
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Lewisburg, Greenbrier County, West Virginia, that Chapter 5, ADMINISTRATION, of the official Code of the City of Lewisburg, Greenbrier County, West Virginia, be, and it is, hereby amended, and modified to read as follows:

CHAPTER 5

City Parks Usage Fees

Article 145 

The following is the fee schedule for use of the City Parks:

Dorie Miller Shelter Reservation 

$20/day

Dorie Miller Concession Stand Use

$10/day or $100 per scheduled League activity

Dorie Miller Ballfield Reservation 

$10/day or $100 per scheduled League activity

Hollowell Shelter Reservation 


$30/day

Hollowell Concession Stand Use

$10/day or $100 per scheduled League activity 

Hollowell Ballfield Reservation


$10/day or $100 per scheduled League activity 

The Ordinance shall be enforced from and after its final passage.








_____________ Date Passed 1st Reading







_____________Date Passed 2nd Reading

___________________________________________

Shannon Beatty, CMC, City Recorder 
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve Ordinance 255 for first reading as presented. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried. 

Ordinance 256, Home Rule Application, first reading

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for first reading. 

“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPALITY OF LEWISBURG TO SUBMIT TO THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE BOARD AN APPLICATION AND WRITTEN PLAN CONSISTENT WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF W.Va. CODE 

§8-1-5a (2013) TO ALLOW THE MUNICIPALITY TO PARTICIPATE IN PHASE III OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE PILOT PROJECT.
Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATION FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
No Communications were offered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARD AND COMMISSIONS: 

Planning Commission Report

No meeting was held. The next meeting will be held on February 4, 2016.

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the January 5, 2016 Parks Commission meeting:

· The Parks Commission discussed the need to update the Parks usage fees to include a reservation fee for the use of the fields by Leagues. Baldwin said the Parks Commission is trying to create a stronger master plan, which will include the formal use application for the fields, but also plans for a new concession stand, repairs to the blocked drain in the center of the park, purchases for new playground facilities and the development of a multi-sports activity pad at Hollowell Park.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
No Communications were given.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

No Communications were given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the February 12, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:
· The Employee Assistance Program agenda item was tabled.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a request to authorize the Fire Department to purchase and install a generator from Greenbrier Electro-Mechanical, LLC at a cost of $17,971. However it was not placed on the City Council agenda and will need to be placed on the February City Council agenda for approval.
Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Pence reported on the following events of the January 12, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting:
· A report was given on the Radio Read Meter project.
· A consultant is coming to teach a trip hazard sidewalk repair session on January 19, 2016. This session will help the Public Works Department learn new strategies for making low cost repairs to sidewalks.

· Specifications are being developed to place bid ads for a new street sweeper and the paving list.
· Would like to promote a Laborer III to a mechanic in the Public Works Department. This promotion would give this employee a $1,000 a year raise. This item will be placed on the February Finance Committee agenda for consideration.

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported on the following events of the January 18, 2016 Public Safety Committee meeting:

· The possibility of establishing a four-way traffic stop at the intersection of Randolph and Lafayette Street was discussed. The Public Safety Committee does not recommend this because there is no place to put a sign. Mayor Manchester suggested the City revisit the idea after sidewalks are constructed here. 
· A traffic calming plan was deferred to the next Public Safety meeting.

· Rental property registration was tabled.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried. 

