City  of Lewisburg

Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 7, 2013

Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers
The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, November 7, 2013 in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street, West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT: Commission Chair Mark Etten; Commission members Jim Simpson, Jennifer Susman, Jeff Vickers, Mike Dotson, John Manchester; Zoning Officer Tony Hinkle, Zoning and Planning Clerk Cheryl Yates, City Engineer Criss Haynes, Recording Officer Peggy Mackenzie

ABSENT: Commission members Michael Adelman, Florian Schleiff, Dylan Boone

VISITORS: Wallace and Faye Dunford, Janet Zarko, Wes and Susan Sheridan

CALL TO ORDER: Commission Chair Mark Etten called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Public Hearing: Minor Subdivision, Florian and Margaret Schleiff, Greenbrier County Deed Book 494 Page 654, Map 20 Parcel 25
As described by Zoning Officer Tony Hinkle, the property is located at the corner of North Court Street and Feamster Road. It is the Schleiff's wish to subdivide it into three lots. Three structure now on the property are sited with one in each lot, bringing the property back into compliance with the City ordinance.   Notices have been sent to all 15 adjoining property owners, he said. All conditions for a minor subdivision have been met.

Commission Chair Etten called a Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. Hearing no responses from the audience on the topic, he closed the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m.

With no further discussion from the Commission, a motion was made by Commission member Jim Simpson to approve the subdivision as presented. Commission member Mike Dotson seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

Public Hearing: Site Plan review, Lewisburg DWVP VIII, LLC, Greenbrier County Deed Book 554 Page 673, District 10 Map 2 Parcel 12.2
Zoning Officer Hinkle stated the site for a Dollar General Store has been proposed 1.2 miles north of I-64 and situated across the road from ABB along Hwy. 219. The application is complete, he said, and a real estate contract is in hand. He presented the site plans for viewing and adjoining property owner Wallace Dunford, in reviewing them, inquired about changing the layout of the location of ponds on the property. Commission member Manchester said, “We can only work with what we have here.” He said any changes to the storm water evaluation on the property by the owner's engineers are then reviewed by the City's engineers. Dunford agreed with the setbacks as they are now. 

Zoning Officer Hinkle stated signage for the store has met ordinance standards. 
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A concern was raised for the interior landscaping of the parking lot which calls for seven percent allowance overall. The site has only met 3.5 percent landscaping while still maintaining 31 parking spaces. With the intention of making up for the lack of landscaping in the interior area, the exterior landscaping included seven trees and 30 shrubs. Commission Chair Etten stated the ordinance cannot be interpreted or deviated from. Zoning Officer Hinkle stated that an added 3 spaces could work should this body decide to make that recommendation to the BZA for approval. According to the applicant, he said, 30-spaces are typical for Dollar General sites. Commission member Simpson stated they will go to 28-spaces which then generates the required seven percent. Zoning Officer Hinkle said, “Basically, we must make sure they've met the proper coverage and also met the fire safety requirements.” He confirmed that Fire Chief Wayne Pennington had approved the fire safety of the parking lot access.

Commission Chair Etten opened the Public Hearing portion of the meeting at 7:20 p.m. He stated the Planning Commission must approve the storm water plan. However, with a new site plan application, a future storm water plan could be brought forward later.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:21 p.m.

Commission member John Manchester stated the required pieces are complete for the Dollar General site plan review. Commission member Jeff Vickers moved to approve the site plan review provided the seven percent landscaping plan is met and approved administratively and that the final approval must be submitted for the files. A second to the motion was offered by Commission member Dotson. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.  

Approval: Comprehensive Plan Procedures for Public Input
Commission member Manchester stated that Comprehensive Plan procedures have begun for an update which occurs every 10-years and must be completed by June 30, 2014. Public input is required with vested interest. The first step, he said, is to evaluate and approve each functional parts of the plan.  Additionally, the West Virginia University Law Center has initiated a proposal to enter into a contract with the City to provide technical assistance in drafting a comprehensive plan. 

Commission Chair Etten read aloud the Comprehensive Plan Procedures for Public Input. A motion to adopt the procedures was made by Commission member Simpson and seconded by Commission member Dotson. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

MEETING MINUTES:
October 3, 2013
Commission member Vickers moved to approve the minutes of October 3, 2013. Commission member Jennifer Susman seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEMBERS: Commission member Manchester stated that City Engineer Criss Haynes had been invited to update the Commission on the status of storm water ponds 
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on the Barnette Development project. With the aid of projected photographs, Engineer Haynes was able to display the progress of two sites on the property, determined to be sinkholes, where holes were dug to allow for water drainage into the substructure. In his well-documented presentation, the two new pond sites demonstrated good capacity to drain into underground waterways. 

He suggested that the movie theater's access road ought to be moved so as not to interfere with one of the pond sites. He said the holding pond near the First Baptist Church is sufficient to handle the church's overflow but will have to be substantially larger than it is currently. 

In looking ahead, Engineer Haynes suggested it would be wise of the City, when approached by a future applicant, to ask 'Where is your water drainage going to go?' And he suggested it would be better to explore in advance where there are good (large) sinkholes around any proposed development area.

Engineer Haynes said he would prepare a report of his findings for the Planning Commission and Stafford Engineering and make recommendations to Barnette Development. The Barnettes will again appear before the Planning commission after the first of the year.

ADJOURNMENT: Commission member Manchester moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Commission member Vickers seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Mackenzie

Recording Officer  

