City of Lewisburg

Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 6, 2014

Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, November 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street, West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT: Commission members John Manchester, Michael Adelman, Jim Simpson, Dylan Boone, Florian Schleiff, Mike Dotson; Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Zoning & Planning Clerk Cheryl Yates, Recording Officer Peggy Mackenzie

ABSENT: Commission Chair Mark Etten, Commission members Jeff Vickers, Jennifer Susman

VISITORS: Larry Ware, Anthony Brais, Bethany and Brian Richards, Alex Pryor

CALL TO ORDER: Commission member John Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Public Hearing: Walmart Fuel Station, Site Plan Review, 520 North Jefferson Street, 

Greenbrier County Deed Book 452 Page 274
Zoning Officer Chuck Smith stated that all fees have been submitted and paid for the fueling station situated on the same site as a previous fueling station at the edge of the Walmart parking lot. Smith said the PSC reported a manhole to the sewer is available on site, as is a pump going to Coleman Drive. There will be no increase in stormwater runoff. According to the health department, unless food preparation will be done in the station mini-mart, there is no need for a grease trap. The 150-foot canopy covering the pumps also runs atop of the store building centered on the site. The canopy will have a digital price sign.

Anthony Brais, an engineer with Bergmann Associates, stated that 16 gas dispensers will be installed on the site with no increase of stormwater loading. The facility will connect to existing electric, water, and stormwater hookups. There are silt trap inlet protectors at the manholes. Brais said the estimated construction time will be 91 days. Hours of operation: 5 a.m.to 11 p.m. The fueling station, Brais said, is designed to be Walmart's one-stop shop. The opening date is not known.

During the discussion of site plan review, the concerns of the commission included the following list of revisions: reducing the canopy length to120-feet to cover the pumps, but not the building; increase canopy snowload to 30 pounds per square foot; lower the entry grade at N. Jefferson Street from 12 percent to eight percent and add curbing; lower the pump pad to help reduce percentage of access grade; confine lighting to the gas pad so as not to impact surrounding businesses; while also adding a light from the canopy extending to the center of N. Jefferson Street to illuminate the roadway; reduce led-light display on canopy to be comparable to similar signs at other businesses in the area; add a trash bin to the site; eliminate exit from pumps to N. Jefferson Street (alternate exits exist on site); increase interior landscaping to seven percent with islands added; and increase parking from four to seven spaces.
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Commission member Manchester opened the Public Hearing at 7:58 p.m. and hearing no comments from the public, closed the Public Hearing at 7:58:30 p.m. With no further discussion, Commission member Michael Adelman moved to approve the site plan review provided the above noted list of revisions are reflected in the next site plan and presented to the satisfaction of Zoning Officer Smith. Commission member Florian Schleiff seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor, no oppositions, and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

Public Hearing: Kendall Wilson, Minor subdivision, Lee Street, 

Greenbrier County Deed Book 379 Page 219
Commission member Michael Adelman recused himself from the following proceedings.

Zoning Officer Smith stated Dr. Wilson has conveyed ¼ acre to WVSOM. Receipts from all adjoining property owners have been received with one owner having reported some concerns. All fees have been paid and all documents are in hand. A survey was conducted by Terradon. There is a long term plan to address park drainage.

Larry Ware stated that Dr. Wilson wants to sell the property to benefit the school. The purpose of the property transfer is to minimize the impact to the existing park which fronts the school across the street from Lee Street. This will be the main entrance to the school, he said.  It will allow the planned entrance road to be at an optimum path as the preferred connection to N. Jefferson Street by the Department of Highways, who want an optimum 90-degree entry/exit to Lewisburg's main street. Currently, the entry to the school is mainly from Silo Lane to Lee Street. An alternate entry point is from Greenbrier Road.

Commission member Manchester asked about subdivision restrictions. Zoning Officer Smith stated that 20-square feet was the minimum, and that requirement has been met. It is not considered a stand-alone entity, but will be added to WVSOM's existing property.

Ware stated the plan regarding the sidewalk, currently laid in the park's recessed area by the City of Lewisburg, is to retain it and make it more walkable and useful for bike-riders. He said with Public Works Director Mark Carver's assistance, they hope to raise the walkway, however no plan has been established as yet.

Commission member Manchester opened the Public Hearing at 8:16 p.m. Brian Richards stated he owns an adjourning property. He asked to be alerted when the project is farther along and when public input is permitted. Ware said he projected the time line to be sometime next summer. This project is with two state-wide entities, WVSOM and DOH, and no subject to municipal code, he said. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:24 p.m. A motion to approve the minor subdivision as presented was made by Commission member Jim Simpson and seconded by Commission member Mike Dotson. With five (5) in favor, one (1) recusal, no oppositions, and three (3) absent, the motion carried.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:              October 2, 2014
The minutes of October 2, 2014 were approved with changes by Commission member Boone and seconded by Commission member Simpson. With five (5) in favor, one (1) abstaining (Schleiff), and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

Commission member Manchester announced the next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 4, 2014, noting that comprehensive plan efforts will continue in workshops with the West Virginia law students. 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. in a motion by Commission member Dotson and seconded by Commission member Boone. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Mackenzie

Recording Officer

