The City of Lewisburg

Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2015

Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

942 Washington Street, West

Lewisburg, WV
PRESENT: Commission Chair Mark Etten; Commission members Michael Adelman, John Manchester, Florian Schleiff, Jim Simpson, Jeff Vickers; Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Planning & Zoning Clerk Cheryl Yates, Recording Officer Peggy Mackenzie

ABSENT: Commission members Dylan Boone, Mike Dotson, Lydia Preston-Hicks 

VISITORS: Harvey Neel

CALL TO ORDER: Commission Chair Mark Etten called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

Public Hearing: Jim Morgan, Minor Subdivision, 176 Oak Street, 

Greenbrier County Deed Book 541 Page 559 & Greenbrier County Deed Book 541 Page 562
Property owner Jim Morgan has requested to add a garage to the residence on Oak Street and is requesting approval to move his property line 14 feet from its original location so that the garage addition will comply with the zoning variance. With the change, both properties will be within the 8,000 sq. ft. minimum requirements. 

Morgan is currently out of country, and according to Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, letters were not sent to the adjoining property owners to inform them of the proposed property line change. Smith noted that a separate variance from the BZA is also required for the rear set back line. The return receipts have not come in for that meeting, scheduled for May 28, 2015. Surveyor Harvey Neel stated he would send out the form letters for Morgan in his absence to speed up the process. 

A motion to table considerations for the Morgan minor subdivision until notices to the adjoining property owners are available was made by Commission member John Manchester and seconded by Commission member Jeff Vickers. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

Public Hearing, Greenbrier Valley Restoration Project, Sketch/Site Plan Review, 

204 North Jefferson Street, Greenbrier County Deed Book 569 Page 236
Commission member Florian Schleiff recused himself as a commission member for this discussion, and acted as consultant for Greenbrier Valley Restoration Project (GVRP), instead.

Zoning Officer Smith stated that the sketch/site plan was approved at the previous Planning Commission meeting of February 5, 2015, but that the application was incomplete. The missing items include: a concrete pad extension, site grading on the southwest side of the structure toward the drainage ditch, berm maintenance along the creek, drainage plan calculations, log building erection, 14-foot wide, one-way traffic flow plan, dumpster site configuration, a lighting plan, a signage plan, and a landscaping plan. The new sketch/site plan presented now includes all items requested, Smith stated.
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The storm water plan for the site, prepared by Terradon engineer Phil Reed, shows the post-development discharge to be at 53 percent, while the pre-development discharge was higher at 71 percent. Schleiff stated the water load calculations are correct. He said the adjoining property owners, Colin Rose (The Asylum) and Margaret Hambrick (Greenbrier Historical Society), have been contacted and have agreed to cooperate with the shared water issues. Engineer Criss Haynes has stated he will provide storm water flow information coming from Washington Street to help with the project. Schleiff said a 4-foot by 6-foot box culvert will be put in place to capture and handle the storm water flow from the adjoining properties. It will carry the water across the property to the cave entrance.

A question was raised by Commission Chair Etten regarding the use of the parking lot at the Lafayette Street entrance, inquiring whether it is to be a public or private parking lot. Schleiff affirmed that it was designed to be a public lot and anyone can use it. He added that GVRP has encouraged adjoining property owner Rose to build a sidewalk along Lafayette Street down to the parking lot entrance.

The Public Hearing was called at 7:33 p.m. and hearing no public response, Commission Chair Etten closed the Public Hearing at 7:33 p.m. Commission member Vickers moved to approve the sketch/site plan as presented. Commission member Michael Adelman seconded the motion. With five (5) in favor, one (1) recusal, and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 5, 2015

The minutes of February 5, 2015 were approved as presented by Commission member Adelman and seconded by Commission member Manchester. With six(6) in favor and three (3) absent, the motion carried.

Commission Chair Etten stated the next meeting will be held on June 4, 2015 with a deadline of May 15, 2015.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. in a motion by Commission member Vickers and a second by Commission member Manchester.

Respectfully Submitted,

Peggy Mackenzie

Recording Officer

