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Minutes of City Council

October 18, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Acting Fire Chief Matt Carver and Police Chief Tim Stover. 
ABSENT:  City Councilmember Joshua Baldwin

VISITORS:  Reporters Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Teresa Flerx with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger, Sara Skelding, Cindy Bowe, Amanda Beard, Catherine & Josh Saxe, Tyrie Marinsson, Peter Hoeman and Sheila Jordan.       

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Shannon Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember Beverly White and led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

Halloween on Court and Church Street

Sara Skelding, a Court Street resident, represented a contingent of concerned parents from Court and Church Streets. She presented Council with a list of safety requests for Trick or Treating which included increasing police presence, adding temporary lighting, signage for drivers, to use extra caution, the closure of Church and Court Streets, park and walk notices and press releases announcing these requests. She indicated this area of town welcomes over 1,000 trick or treaters every year. Her main concern was the drastic increase of through traffic the area receives on Halloween night. She noted that many parents drive slowly alongside their children walking from house to house. She said the streets become clogged which increase the danger of pedestrians being hit by a vehicle on the streets. Skelding said the “New Graham Addition” parents were encouraging people to walk the neighborhood instead of driving it. Mayor Manchester denied the request to close Church and Court Streets to through traffic for the two-hour time frame of trick or treat because of fire and police emergencies which demand keeping those streets open. He stated the City would increase police patrols in that area as long as they were not needed in other neighborhoods or for other police matters. City Council member and Public Safety Committee Chair Joseph Lutz stated the increase in through-traffic and speeding vehicles the area are issues the Public Safety Committee has been reviewing for some time. He noted these issues are on a list of improvements being considered for a traffic calming plan in that area. Manchester stated that Halloween is a “people-driven” holiday event and is not a city sponsored event. Police Chief Stover stated his department was going to carry out the same protocols that were in place last year such as message boards and an increased police presence. Mayor Manchester promised the City would evaluate the area for lighting issues that need to be addressed. Skelding asked the City to spread the message asking people to park and walk during Halloween Trick or Treating through press releases. Recorder Beatty stated it would be placed on the City Website and Facebook page as well.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

America in Bloom Update

Mayor Manchester announced the Lewisburg in Bloom Committee and the city led by Recorder Beatty had won the 3,000 to 5,000 population category in the America in Bloom contest for a second year in a row. 

Recognition by WV Division of Culture and History

Mayor Manchester announced the Historic Landmark Commission and the Greenbrier Historical Society received special recognition from the WV Division of Culture and History at a presentation ceremony celebrating the 50th anniversary of the National Historic Preservation Act.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the October 11, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Lewisburg Historic Landmarks Commission requested approval for the financial commitment for the one year placement of an AmeriCorps worker for the HLC. The worker would supervise and coordinate repairs and improvements to the City’s cemeteries, make corrections to the last historic district survey of properties and to support the HLC. The employee would be supervised by Recorder Beatty.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve $4,000 for the one year placement of an AmeriCorps worker to supervise and coordinate repairs and improvements to the City’s cemeteries, make corrections to the last historic district survey of properties and to support the HLC. The employee would be supervised by Recorder Beatty. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.
· The Finance Committee recommended acting as a pass-through entity at no cost to the City for a grant for the Barracks presented by Nick LaCosse, the executive director of the North House Museum. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to act as a pass-through entity at no cost to the City for a grant for the Barracks presented by Nick LaCosse, the executive director of the North House Museum. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a proposal by Smooth Ambler Spirits to split the cost of a billboard on Interstate 64 with the City for the downtown merchants association. The cost savings derived from the cost share will be used to pay for a social  media marketing campaign.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a proposal by Smooth Ambler Spirits to split the cost of a billboard on Interstate 64 with the City for the downtown merchants association. The cost savings derived from the cost share will be used to pay for a social media marketing campaign. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

September 20, 2016

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the September 20, 2016 Regular Session minutes. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR CONTINUED:

Donated Leave Policy

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the donated leave policy as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

PROCLAMATIONS:

General Aviation Month

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing October 2016 a General Aviation Month in the city.

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 444, General Fund Budget Revision #1, Fiscal Year 2017
Recorder Beatty read the title of the following resolution for passage:
“General Fund Budget Fiscal Year 2017 Revision Number 1


At a regular session of the municipal council held October 18, 2016 the following order was made and entered.


SUBJECT:  The revision of the Levy Estimate (Budget) for the General Fund of the City of Lewisburg.  The following resolution was offered:


RESOLVED:  That subject to approval of the State Auditor as ex officio chief inspector of public office the municipal council does hereby direct the budget be revised PRIOR TO THE EXPENDITURE OR OBLIGATION OF FUNDS FOR WHICH NO APPROPRIATION OR INSUFFICIENT APPROPRIATION CURRENTLY EXISTS., as shown on budget revision number one, a copy of which is entered as part of this record.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 444 as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

ORDINANCES:
Ordinance 264

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance by title for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO CHANGE THE HEIGHT LIMITATION ON COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES TO INCREASE COMMERCIAL GROWTH AND TAX REVENUE FOR THE CORPORTATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG. THE CITY AND STATE ADOPTION OF NFPA 1 AND 101 FIRE CODES, BETTER ARCHITECTURAL BUILDING DESIGN, SUPERIOR BUILDING SAFETY SYSTEMS SUCH AS SPRINKLER AND FIRE ALARMS, NEW FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT, FIREFIGHTER TRAINING, TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENTS IN FIREFIGHTING, AND NEW FIREFIGHTING CAPABILITIES, TO RAISE THE CURRENT 35 FOOT (THREE STORY) HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS TO 48 FEET (FOUR STORY) WITH THE SITE PLAN APPROVAL OF LOCAL FIRE OFFICIALS AND BUILDING PLAN APPROVAL BY BOTH CITY BUILDING OFFICIALS AND THE WV STATE FIRE MARSHALL OFFICE TO BE CHANGED IN 1355.06 BUILDING HEIGHT LIMITATIONS IN  THE LEWISBURG CITY CODE AND READ AS FOLLOWS:”
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 264 for first reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Ordinance 265

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance by title for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 725.05 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG”
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 265 as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Ordinance 266

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance by title for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND MODIFY THE OFFICIAL CODE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, RELATING TO SECTION 730.08 FIRE SERVICE APPEALS BOARD OF THE LEWISBURG CODIFIED ORDINANCES.”

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve Ordinance 266 as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATION FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Fire Chief Search Process

Councilmember Lutz stated City Council members were trying to usher the City into a new era of the Lewisburg Fire Department looking for a new leader from within the ranks of the driver/operators. He noted the Ad Hoc Search Committee had narrowed the search to two candidates whom they are reviewing for the job of Fire Chief. He stated both are currently driver/operators with the Fire Department. He stated he hopes to make an announcement at the November City Council meeting. 
Councilmember Beverly White announced that her son Chris White who was a Junior Member of the Fire Department as a young man was recently appointed to the position of Fire Chief in South Charleston. She thanked the Lewisburg Fire Department for helping to shape her son. 

COMMUNICATION FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the October 6, 2016 Planning Commission meeting:

· Lewisburg Baptist Church sketch plan was reviewed. No action was taken.
· Height limitations in section 1355.06 were discussed and an ordinance was recommended for passage.
Parks Commission Report

No meeting was held.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Stover distributed and discussed an activity report from January 2016 until September 2016. He noted there has been an increase in meth/heroin related arrests.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Acting Chief Carver reviewed an incident activity report for the Fire Deparment. He noted that the week of October 17-21 was Fire prevention week in the City. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the October 11, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of Task Order #20 for flood repairs to the Water System in Caldwell for engineering work in the amount of $30,000. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Task Order #20 for flood repairs to the Water System in Caldwell for engineering work in the amount of $30,000 with Chapman Technical Group. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a wage scale for a part time water operator beginning at $14.75 an hour.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a wage scale for a part time water operator beginning at $14.75 an hour. Councilmember White seconded the motion. a wage scale for a part time water operator beginning at $14.75 an hour.

· The Finance Committee approved the Street Paving list in the amount of $130,000 to pave Monroe Avenue, Lamplighter Avenue, Stratton Alley and Chestnut Street.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the Street Paving list in the amount of $130,000 to pave Monroe Avenue, Lamplighter Avenue, Stratton Alley and Chestnut Street. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to grant December 26 and January 2 as administrative days off for the holiday schedule.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to grant December 26 and January 2 as administrative days off for the holiday schedule. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Public Works Committee Report
Director of Public Works Roger Pence reported on the following events of the October 11, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting: 

· The Water plant operator position was discussed.
· Street repair quotes were discussed.

· The status of the Radio Read meter project was discussed.

· A report was given on the distribution system repairs needed.

· An unaccounted for water report was given.

· A report was given on the South Court Street Sidewalk project. 

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz stated he had given a report of the September 29, 2016 Public Safety meeting during the reports from Council members section of the agenda.

ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

