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Minutes of City Council

August 16, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, August 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, Josh Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White and Police Chief Tim Stover. 
ABSENT:  Fire Chief Wayne Pennington, Zoning Officer Chuck Smith and Director of Public Works Roger Pence. 
VISITORS:  Reporters Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Teresa Flerx with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Glenn Singer.     

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Shannon Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember Beverly White and led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

July 19, 2016

Councilmember Blake made a motion to approve the July 19, 2016 Regular Session minutes. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Appeal to the Vacant Property Ordinance, Glenn Singer, 403 Hahn Street
Property owner, Glenn Singer appealed to City Council the recent ruling by the Lewisburg Building Maintenance Board that his property at 403 Hahn Street is subject to the City’s vacant property ordinance. Singer stated he had acquired a vacant structure on Hahn Street in 2014. He began cleaning out and tearing down the porch on the structure after he bought it when he received a notice from the City that he needed to register the property as vacant. Singer is asking to have the $200 fine for not occupying, renting or demolishing the structure be dismissed. He noted he did not pay because he had asked for an appeal from the Building Maintenance Board. However, because of a 7 month gap between meeting dates he was unable to secure an appeal to not pay the fees. He was advised by the City when the board finally met in June that he would now owe a $700 fee. Singer stated he did not feel he should have to pay the fine when the delay was not of his own making and he was actively pursuing an appeal and was cleaning out the structure. Singer stated he would like to take down the structure slowly so that he could salvage materials from the building. He requested that he be allowed to use part of the structure as a storage unit while he was salvaging materials from the building. He stated he would tear down the remaining structure after he completed tearing off the materials he wants to salvage.
Councilmember Baldwin stated he felt that Singer had tried to take steps by asking for an appeal and cleaning up and tearing down the porch on the structure. He asked Singer if the structure was blocked off and closed to the public. Singer answered “yes.” Baldwin stated he felt the City should waive the fees and set a timeline for when the structure should be rehabilitated or demolished. 

Councilmember Etten stated he felt that Singer should still be required to pay the original $200 fee to register the structures as a vacant property. He noted the 7 month delay in setting a meeting should be basis for waiving the cost of the penalty for year #2. Etten said he thought the “storage unit” should be demolished by the end of 2017.
Mayor Manchester stated that an appeal is asking for an exception to be made to the Codified Ordinances. Baldwin says he believes that Singer’s request is in line with the spirit of the Codified Ordinances. Singer stated he had already started cleaning up and working on the structure before the fine was levied. He noted he has rehabilitated two other vacant structures in the neighborhood and has spent a lot of time and money improving the neighborhood. 

Councilmember Lutz stated he believed the ordinance was intended to stop buildings from being a danger to the public and that Singer has done his part. He feels Singer began work on the structure even before a fee was levied. Lutz feels that punishing property owners while they are actively working to improve a structure is counterproductive. 

Councilmember Blake said she feels that Singer’s situation is not the same as other vacant structures typically fined. She stated she feels he is invested in cleaning it up.

Councilmember White stated she is Singer’s neighbor. She noted that he has made the neighborhood look good. She stated “he was always working to make improvements.” 

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to grant an appeal to Glenn Singer for his property at 403 Hahn Street to waive the $200 fee for the first year registration on the vacant structure list and to give him until September 31, 2017 to complete the demolition of the structure. If this is not demolished by September 31, 2017, the vacant structure ordinance process would start over. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) against (Etten) the motion carried. 

Introduction of Interim Fire Chief
Mayor Manchester announced that he would appoint Matt Carver as the Interim Fire Chief beginning on August 25th. Carver will replace Fire Chief Wayne Pennington whose last day of work will be August 24th. Pennington worked for the City for 36 years.

Appointment to replace Municipal Court Judge

Mayor Manchester offered the name of Tom White for appointment as the City Municipal Court Judge. He stated that White would serve under the same terms and conditions as Wayne Pennington who served as the Municipal Court Judge. 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to appoint Tom White to the position of Municipal Court Judge with the same terms and conditions the former Municipal Court Judge Wayne Pennington served under. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Appointment to the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors
Mayor Manchester offered the name of Rich Ford for appointment to the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors for a five year term beginning on August 16, 2016 and ending on June 30, 2021.

Councilmember  White made a motion to appoint Rich Ford to the to the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors for a five year term beginning on August 16, 2016 and ending on June 30, 2021. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Shuck Memorial Baptist Church parking lot proposal
City Administrator Manchester announced he would meet with the Church leadership later in the week to discuss the proposal and would bring this matter back to the September finance meeting for discussion of a draft proposal. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution 440, for Lease Purchase of 2017 1500 Tradesman Truck

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following resolution for passage:
“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A MASTER EQUIPMENT LEASE-PURCHASE AGREEMENT, AND RELATED INSTRUMENTS, AND DETERMINING OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 440 for passage. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Traffic in Lewisburg 
Councilmember Baldwin stated he felt the traffic situation in Lewisburg needed to be addressed by City Council. He said “we all experience the traffic situation on a daily basis and it continues to be a problem.” He stated he thinks the City should maintain pressure on the WV DOH to do something about the traffic. He asked the City Administrator to come up with ways to address the state of West Virginia about the traffic. 

Flooding in Lewisburg 
Councilmember Lutz stated he had been approached by a Lewisburg citizen who had shared a rumor that blamed the flooding of several businesses downtown on the development of Montwell Park claiming the storm water piping had flushed water up through the cave system during the June 23, 2016 flood. 
Mayor Manchester stated he found those claims to be “ludicrous” that the development of Montwell Park had anything to do with the City’s unusual storm water event on the day of the June 23, 2016 flood that ravaged many areas of the county. He said the drains that are in the sinkhole at Montwell Park actually worked as the best functioning system during the June 23 storm which delivered 11 inches of rain in the county in less than 12 hours.  He noted that “we have never had a storm like that.” He said that as a result of the storm, too much water overwhelmed the non-system storm water system the City has. He thanked Lutz for bring up the issue and asked what the system for debunking myths and rumors was. 

All Star Community “Enrichment” category award from the West Virginia Municipal League

Mayor Manchester announced the City had received an All Star Community Enrichment award at the annual conference of the West Virginia Municipal League for its February 2016 passage of Ordinance 254, LGBT nondiscrimination. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

No meeting was held. 

Parks Commission Report

No report was given in the absence of the Director of Public Works. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Police Chief Stover reported the Police Department would be conducting driving patrols in conjunction with the Target Red and Click it or Ticket programs beginning on August 12 in the city limits.

He stated the Police Department was sponsoring an In Service Program September 7 at the campus of the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine.

He announced the annual Dare to Cruz Car show would be held on Saturday, September 10.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
No report
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the August 9, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:
· After review of the bid received from Schleiff Construction, LLC, the Finance Committee tabled approval of the City Hall Security Upgrades bid approval until the August 16, 2016 City Council meeting to gather more information about door specifications.
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the original specifications for the security upgrades in City Hall as presented at the September Finance Committee meeting using bullet resistant glass at a cost of $59,796.25 splitting the payment between the Building Commission and City Hall.  Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended acceptance of the bid from the James Fry Company in the amount of $13,750 to replace the roof on the police station located on Preston Blvd.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to accept the bid from the James Fry Company in the amount of $13,750 to replace the roof on the police station located on Preston Blvd. provided a warranty on labor and materials is provided. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended rejection of the bid by the A.J. Vater & Co., Inc. bid to repaint the exterior of the Police Station in the amount of $11,445. The cost of the bid was more than was budgeted for this project.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to reject the bid of $11,445 by the A.J Vater & Co., Inc. to paint the exterior of the Police Station. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
Employee Merit Pay Increases
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to accept and offer Option A of either $600 or $1,200 as an employee merit pay increase based on evaluations completed by Department Heads. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

City Administrator Merit Pay Increase

Councilmember Baldwin stated he spoken with attorney, Tim Stranko, who indicated the City Administrator absolutely is eligible to receive a merit increase. Baldwin noted City Council could move forward with its plan to conduct an employee evaluation of the City Administrator. Baldwin asked that evaluation forms be sent to City Council for review. 
Public Works Committee Report

No report was given in the absence of the Director of Public Works.
Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:34 p.m. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.


