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Minutes of City Council

July 19, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, July 19, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, Josh Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Assistant Police Chief Chris Teubert, Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
ABSENT:  Police Chief Tim Stover

VISITORS:  Reporters Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Teresa Flerx with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Joe Buttram, Jeri Via, Willa & Pat Izzo, Ryan Grant, Cindy Rowlands and Ann Bowling.    

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Councilmember Beverly White gave the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

June 21, 2016

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the June 21, 2016 Regular Session minutes. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) abstention (Blake) the motion carried. 

July 5, 2016

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the July 5, 2016 Special Session minutes. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

July 12, 2016

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve the July 12, 2016 Special Session minutes. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Lewisburg Downtown Business Association (LDBA) marketing funds request
Because no one showed up from the LDBA association the subject was not discussed.
Appointments to the Board of Zoning Appeals, Building Commission, Historic Landmark Commission, Planning Commission and Greenbrier County Board of Directors. 

Mayor Manchester offered the following names for appointment:

Mike Dotson, Jim Simpson, Dylan Boone and Lydia Preston Hicks for a term beginning on July 1, 2016 and expiring on June 30, 2019 on the Planning Commission. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to appoint Mike Dotson, Jim Simpson, Dylan Boone and Lydia Preston Hicks for a term beginning on July 1, 2016 and expiring on June 30, 2019 to the Planning Commission. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Gary Roper and Tia Bouman for a term beginning on July 1, 2016 and expiring June 30, 2019 to the Historic Landmark Commission. 

Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Gary Roper and Tia Bouman for a term beginning on July 1, 2016 and expiring June 30, 2019 to the Historic Landmark Commission. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Laura Lee Haddad for a term beginning July 1, 2016 and expiring on December 31, 2019.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to appoint Laura Lee Haddad for a term beginning July 1, 2016 and expiring on December 31, 2019. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Lewisburg in Bloom Update

Lewisburg in Bloom Coordinator, Shannon Beatty announced the America in Bloom judges would visit Lewisburg on July 21 and 22. The judges this year are Sue Amatangelo and Carlo Balistrieri. She thanked the Lewisburg Public Works Department, the Lewisburg in Bloom volunteers, The Lewisburg Foundation and Greg Ponder for helping prepare the City for the upcoming judges’ visit. 
ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 260, amend tree board, 2nd reading and public hearing
Recorder Shannon Beatty read the following title of Ordinance 260 for second reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF THE


PLANTING, MAINTENANCE, PRSERVATION AND REMOVAL OF


TREES ON PUBLIC PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF LEWISBURG.”
Mayor John Manchester called a public hearing to order at 7:41 p.m. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the public hearing at 7:41 p.m.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve Ordinance 260 on second reading. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Ordinance 262, Update Building Code, 2nd reading and public hearing

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the following title of Ordinance 262 for second reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL THE PRESENT BUILDING CODE OF THE 


CITY OF LEWISBURG AND ADOPT THE NEW BUILDING CODES AS PASSED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE DURING THE 2015 SESSION WHICH WILL CONTINUE TO BE ARTICLE 1705 OF THE LEWISBURG CODIFIED ORDINANCES AND READ AS FOLLOWS:”
Mayor John Manchester called a public hearing to order at 7:44 p.m. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the public hearing at 7:44 p.m.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 262, update building code on second reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Ordinance 263, Home Rule brunch bill, 2nd reading and public hearing

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the following title of Ordinance 263 for second reading:

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF LEWISBURG CODE, ARTICLE 741, ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES, BY AMENDING AND REENACTING SECTIONS 741.01, 741.02 and 741.03,  AND ADDING Section 741.01h TO ALLOW FOR SUNDAY ALCOHOL SALES AFTER 10 AM”
Mayor John Manchester called a public hearing to order at 7:47 p.m. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the public hearing at 7:48 p.m.

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 263, Home Rule Brunch Bill on second reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Literary Festival

Councilmember Baldwin announced the Literary Festival was going to be held August 5-6.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the July 14, 2016 Planning Commission meeting: 

· A site plan review for Henny Rosenberger on Courtney Drive was approved.
VISITOR’S REPORT:

WVSOM Students

Ryan Grant a second year student at WVSOM representing the community relations committee stated he is now serving on the Lewisburg Parks Commission. He noted the Community Relations Committee at the school wants to get students involved in community projects and that they have been helping with flood relief efforts in the County since the June 23, 2016 flood occurred.

Willa Izzo, Irish Pub on Washington Street
Willa Izzo from the Irish Pub stated her business had suffered and sustained 8 feet of water in the basement because of the rains that caused the flood. She stated she was upset because none of the City Council members had come by to check on her business. Mayor Manchester stated that he had personally come by to check on her business the day of the flood. Councilmember White and Recorder Beatty apologized for the damage the Irish Pub had suffered. 

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the July 5, 2016 Parks Commission working session meeting held at Dorie Miller Park:
· Traffic issues coming into and out of the Dorie Miller Park were discussed.

· The recent purchase of the Bolling School Building which may be turned into a community center focused a discussion about increased traffic in the neighborhood.

· Discussion about moving shelter number one at Dorie Miller Park further away from the roadway was discussed.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Assistant Police Chief Teubert stated the Department had received two bids on the replacement of the Police Department roof and exterior painting. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
No report
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
Finance Committee Report

Mayor Manchester reported on the following events of the July 12, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:
· The Finance Committee recommended approval for Carnegie Hall to receive a grant from the  newly created City of Lewisburg Arts and Humanities Grant Fund to Carnegie Hall for repairs to their stone wall in the amount of $20,000.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to grant $20,000 to Carnegie Hall from the Lewisburg Arts and Humanities Grant Fund to repair their stone wall. Councilmember White seconded the motion. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to reestablish a line item under beautification for holiday lighting decorations for the downtown in the amount of $10,000.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to reestablish a line item under beautification for holiday lighting decorations for the downtown in the amount of $10,000. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. Treasurer Honaker stated this would be reflected in the next budget revision.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the Coal Severance Budget Revision #1.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to table approval of the Coal Severance Budget until a resolution could be drafted and passed.  Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Roger Pence reported on the following events of the July 12, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting:

· Damage to water system lines in Caldwell was extensive during the flood of June 23, 2016.

· A radio read meter project update was given.

· An unaccounted for water report was given.

· Mayor Manchester reported that 76 swift water rescues were completed during the flood of June 23, 2016 in Caldwell, WV and White Sulphur Springs areas.
Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

