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Minutes of City Council

June 21, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, June 21, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, Josh Baldwin, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Assistant Police Chief Chris Teubert, Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
ABSENT:  Councilmember Heather Blake and Police Chief Tim Stover

VISITORS:  Reporters Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Teresa Flerx with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; and Jack Ozminkowski, Director of Operations for Suddenlink.   

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Shannon Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

May 10, 2016
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the May 10, 2016 Special Session minutes as corrected. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 
May 17, 2016

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the May 17, 2016 Regular Session minutes as corrected. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

New State of West Virginia fireworks regulations
Mayor Manchester announced that even though the State of West Virginia had made some changes in the regulations for fireworks, it would still be prohibited to put off more than novelty items such as sparklers and shower emitting fireworks in the city limits of Lewisburg. He noted that the State of West Virginia had passed a bill stating fireworks could be sold anywhere in the state; however, the City Code still prohibits the more powerful fireworks from being used within the City limit. He stated the City would put out a press release informing citizens of this. 
PROCLAMATIONS:
Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

Recorder Shannon Beatty read a portion of a Proclamation announcing June 15 as Elder Abuse Awareness Day in Lewisburg.
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance 257, Cable Franchise Agreement renewal, 2nd reading and public hearing

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for second reading and final passage:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, GRANTING A FRANCHISE TO CEBRIDGE ACQUISITION, LLC, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A CABLE SYSTEM.”
Mayor Manchester called to order a public hearing regarding Ordinance 257 at 7:46 p.m. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the hearing at 7:47 p.m.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 257 on second reading. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Ordinance 258, Home Rule, On Spot Citations, 1st Reading
Recorder Shannon Beatty indicated this ordinance was still tabled.

Ordinance 259, Update Codified Ordinances, 1st Reading

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for first reading:
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE 2016 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 259 on first reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Ordinance 260, Amend Tree Board, first reading

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF THE


PLANTING, MAINTENANCE, PRESERVATION AND REMOVAL OF


TREES ON PUBLIC PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF LEWISBURG.”
Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 260 on first reading. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Ordinance 261, Home Rule, Brunch Bill, first reading
Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF LEWISBURG TO SUBMIT TO THE 

MUNICIPAL HOME RULE BOARD A PROPOSED AMENDMENT, ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBIT A, TO THE CITY OF LEWISBURG MUNICIPAL HOME RULE PLAN CONSISTENT WITH W.V. STATE CODE SECTION 8—1-5A, REQUESTING APPROVAL TO ALLOW THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BY CERTAIN ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL ADMINISTRATION CLASS “A” LICENSE HOLDERS BEGINNING AT 10:00 A.M. ON SUNDAYS.”
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve Ordinance 261 for first reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Manchester thanked Chris Thompson, Betsey Walker, Stephen Baldwin and Coy Flowers for hosting a candlelight vigil in the Center Green Space to honor the shooting victims from the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, Florida.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the June 2, 2016 Planning Commission meeting:
· A lot line adjustment for Old Stone Presbyterian Church at 140 Lightner Avenue, Greenbrier County Deed Book 278, Page 5 and Deed Book 273, Page 25 was approved. 

· Zoning Ordinance updates were discussed.

· The next meeting will be held on July 14th.

Parks Commission Report

Parks Commission Chair Joshua Baldwin reported on the following events of the June 7, 2016 Parks Commission meeting:
· A working session was held at Dorie Miller Park to discuss parking and accessibility issues. It was brought to their attention that Shelter #1 was dangerously close to the roadway. Long term planning for Dorie Miller Park was discussed.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Assistant Police Chief Teubert indicated he had no report to give.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Fire Chief Pennington distributed the monthly incident report to City Council noting that 61 calls were made and that 58% of the calls were from within the city limits.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the June 14, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Finance Committee recommended City Council reject the sole bid received on the Fire Test Pit. The bids came back much higher than the $68,000 that was budgeted. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to reject the sole bid received on the Fire Test Pit. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the South Court Street Sidewalk Project bid by Hope Brothers for $57,000.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the South Court Street Sidewalk Project bid by Hope Brothers for $57,000.  Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to renew the contract with Wildlife Control Specialties in the amount of $5,000.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to renew the contract with Wildlife Control Specialties in the amount of $5,000. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to renew the contract with the Michael Mills Group to provide consulting services to the Historic Landmark Commission in an amount of $8,000. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to renew the contract with the Michael Mills Group to provide consulting services to the Historic Landmark Commission in an amount of $8,000. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to renew the contract with Doug Hylton to provide grant writing services under the same terms and conditions. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to renew the contract with Doug Hylton to provide grant writing services under the same terms and conditions. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion.  With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a contract with Attorney Tim Stranko to make changes to the City Charter based upon the advice City Council received from City Attorney Guills in an amount not to exceed $6,250. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the Lynch Property Agreement to purchase land for a proposed new site to locate a pump station above the Greenbrier County Landfill along the Greenbrier River in the amount of $75,000.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the Lynch Property Agreement to purchase land for a proposed new site to locate a pump station above the Greenbrier County Landfill along the Greenbrier River in the amount of $75,000. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a new Arts and Humanities grant program & guidelines with a starting year budget of $50,000.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a new Arts and Humanities grant program & guidelines with a starting year budget of $50,000. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Report from the Public Works Committee
Director of Public Works Pence reported on the following events of the June 14, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting:

· C.I. Thornburg has come to assess misreads that are being found using the radio read meters. They will give the number of meters that need to be repaired to the City.
· An unaccounted for water report was given.

· A big water leak was found and repaired in Crowfield Circle Subdivision. It is estimated to have been causing a 200,000 galloon loss every day.

· A metered hydrant will be installed at the Greenbrier Valley Airport.

· Curbs will be painted in the downtown area later this week.

· City Crews are wrapping up installing the street signs in accordance with the street name changes made for the 911 address changes.

· The Public Works Committee recommended approval of an official snow removal policy for the City.

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the snow removal policy. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Public Safety Committee Report

Public Safety Committee Chair Lutz reported on the following events of the June 13, 2016 Public Safety Committee meeting:

· The Committee is actively searching for a new location for Fire Station #1. Structural issues at the current location on Foster Street are unsafe and daylight can be seen through the cracks in the walls.
· It has been discovered that a telephone pole at the intersection of Lee Street and Greenbrier Avenue is located within the right of way. It creates a potential hazard for drivers and needs to be relocated. City Administrator Manchester will talk to WVSOM to see if they are willing to cost share the relocation of this pole.

· The Committee members stated they are in favor of passing a brunch bill which would allow the sale of alcohol by Class A alcohol license holders at 10 am on Saturdays.

· The Committee became aware that festivals held downtown cannot currently host events that would allow festival goers to buy and enjoy alcohol in an open container at a festival in a free moving area.

· The parking area at Dorie Miller Park was discussed.

ADJOURMENT:
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:51 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
