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Minutes of City Council

April 19, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Police Chief Tim Stover, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
ABSENT: Councilmember Joshua Baldwin and Zoning Officer Chuck Smith. 
VISITORS:  Reporters Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Teresa Flerx with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; and Fred Giggenbach.  

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Shannon Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

Fred Giggenbach introduced himself and stated he was running for Circuit Judge in the May Primary. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

March 15, 2016

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the March 15, 2016 Regular Session minutes as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Update on Water System Improvements

Mayor Manchester updated City Council on the next steps needed to move toward the purchase of the Lynch property for relocation of the water intake. He received a letter from City Attorney Guills dated 4-14-16. Manchester also noted that Guills is preparing a response to the Charles Wood Freedom of Information Act Request (FOIA) about the Lynch issue. 
Officially Lay the Levy

Mayor Manchester announced the levy rates and opened the floor for comment and discussion from the public during the public hearing. Hearing no comment from the public, the hearing was closed. 

Councilmember White made a motion to officially lay the levy for the General Fund . The rates are as follows:

Regular current levy rates:

Class I

$0.125/$100 valuation

Class II
$0.250/$100 valuation

Class IV
$0.500/$100 valuation

Excess current levy rates:

Class I

$.0625/$100 valuation

Class II
$0.125/$100 valuation

Class IV
$0.25/$100 valuation
Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

Lewisburg in Bloom request to name the “Red Dragonwing” Begonia 

the official flower of Lewisburg

City Recorder Shannon Beatty who acts as the Coordinator for the Lewisburg in Bloom Ad Hoc Committee asked to officially name the “Red Dragonwing Begonia” as the city’s official flower. She pointed out the flower is featured in the hanging baskets that decorate the downtown street lights and is repeated in many other sites in Lewisburg such as the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine. Beatty noted the committee’s proposal came out of a search for a focal point from which to market the Lewisburg in Bloom Committee. She said several communities involved in the America in Bloom program sell t-shirts and other items bedecked with the distinctive floral motifs that are identified with their locales as the Red Dragonwing Begonia is identified with Lewisburg.

Councilmember Mark Etten stated there might be some opposition to the begonia’s selection. He asked that the committee’s request be postponed until opponents could be heard. He noted that Tuesday’s meeting was the first time at which the notion of a city flower appeared on a public agenda.

Beatty noted that Lewisburg in Bloom Committee which includes representatives from all the City’s garden’s clubs and the merchants association had been discussing the idea for a while before settling upon the Red Dragonwing Begonia. Beatty said the begonias have been used in the hanging baskets downtown since 1999. She stated “It’s probably what Lewisburg is known for.” Councilmember Heather Blake agreed saying, “That is sort of the iconic flower for downtown.”

Councilmember Etten said he had no firsthand knowledge of the complaint stating that absent Councilmember Joshua Baldwin had received feedback from a citizen in opposition to the begonia’s selection. He noted Baldwin had asked him to pass along the concerns in his absence. Etten stated the person’s objection was based upon the fact the begonia is a hybrid and is not native to West Virginia.
Beatty replied the committee was already deeply involved in the purchase of Red Dragonwing begonias to sell as a fundraiser. Councilmember Lutz suggested the City name the begonia for one year on a trial basis. Beatty stated she had no objection to that idea. 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to name the Red Dragonwing Begonia as the official flower of Lewisburg for one year. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

PROCLAMATIONS:

Recorder Shannon Beatty read a portion of two different proclamations announcing April 5, 2016 as the National Service Recognition Day and April 29, 2016 as Children’s Memorial Flag Day in Lewisburg.

COMMUNICATION FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Councilmember Etten welcomed Police Chief Stover back to work after he had been out on sick leave.

Mayor Manchester announced Lewisburg had been selected the “Happiest Mountain Town” by the readers of Blue Ridge Country magazine. He noted a photograph his wife, Connie Manchester, took featuring the hanging baskets with Red Dragonwing Begonias had been selected as the cover for the issue.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the April 7, 2016 Planning Commission meeting:
·  A request from Phillip and Paula McLaughlin for a conditional use permit was approved.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a conditional use permit for Phillip and Paula McLaughlin at 307 North Jefferson Street, Greenbrier County Deed Book 517 page 180 to erect a duplex. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

Parks Commission Report

Director of Public Works Roger Pence reported on the following events of the April 5, 2016 Parks Commission meeting:
· The Parks Board offered the names of Rudy Horst, Travis Holly, Riven Mareneck, Lynn Brody, George Piasecky and Steven Hudnall for appointment to a new Tree Board.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to table consideration of the appointments to the Tree Board until research could be conducted to determine if members need to be citizens of Lewisburg. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

· Pence noted he had applied for a $38,000 grant from the Hollowell Foundation to build a new concession stand at Hollowell Park. He said the grant did not have a matching fund requirement.
· A request for the purchase of a new PA system at Hollowell Park was tabled.

· Design and cost estimates to design a new parking area at Hollowell Park needs to be placed on the May Finance and City Council meeting agendas.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

· Chief of Police Stover shared a thank you letter from Chuck and Sharon Richards thanking Patrolman Hughes for his assistance when their car broke down on Interstate 64.

· Stover said that the former director of the Family Refuge Center, Gloria Martin approached the City Police Department about forming an “elder abuse squad.”

· A “Drug Take Back Day” is being held April 22 at the Greenbrier Medical Arts Pharmacy.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Fire Chief Pennington distributed a copy of the incident activity report. He reported extinguishing four structure fires, answering 80 medical assist calls and responding to 32 vehicle accidents in the first quarter of the calendar year. He noted that City incidents accounted for 60.4 percent and rural incidents for 39.6 percent of all calls. 
COMMUNICATION FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the April 12, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:

· Mayor Manchester had met with Greg Belcher with Chapman Technical Group regarding the towers for the meter project installed by C. I. Thornburg, however, deficiencies needed to be repaired and C. I. Thornburg was given a punch list to complete.  The punch list has been completed and the City will need to pay Thornburg for the tower installation. 

Council member Etten made a motion to pay C. I. Thornburg $21,000 for the tower installation related to the radio meter project. Council member Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the 2016-2017 Water Fund Budget.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the 2016-2017 Water Fund Budget as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Pence reported on the following events of the April 12, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting:

· Project updates were given for the E. Randolph Street sidewalk project, the Radio Read meter project, service line change outs, water plant, water distribution, parks, streets, storm water and an unaccounted for water report. 

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported on the following events of the April 7, 2016 Public Safety Committee report:

· Possible properties for a fire station were discussed.

· Security planning for fairs and festivals was discussed.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 p.m.  Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

