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Minutes of City Council

March 16, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, March 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Assistant Police Chief Chris Teubert, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
VISITORS:  Reporters Teresa Flerx with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Chris, Cheri and Case Hall; Connie & Ed Pendergast, Micah Labishak and Wilhelmina Kelly.  

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Shannon Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

February 16, 2016

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve the February 16, 2016 Regular Session minutes as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
If I Were Mayor Essay Contest Winner

Mayor Manchester announced Case Hall, a student at Eastern Greenbrier Middle School was one of three winners of the “If I Were Mayor” essay contest at the Winter Conference of the West Virginia Municipal League in January. He stated Case had put on paper a clear statement of what he would do if he were Mayor of Lewisburg. He stated the City would like to recognize the hard work of youth like Case in Lewisburg.
2015 Annual Report

Mayor Manchester distributed copies of the 2015 annual report for the City of Lewisburg. He noted a copy would be available for review at City Hall and on the City web site.
Lewisburg Farmers Market Lease

Wilhelmina Kelly, president of the Lewisburg Farmers Market, stated the market is asking to have the city representative on the board designated as a nonvoting member.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the 2016 Farmers Market lease to be effective April until October and changing the city representative from a voting to a nonvoting member. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

PROCLAMATIONS:
Celebrate Osteopathic Week
Recorder Shannon Beatty read a portion of a proclamation acknowledging the week of April 17-23 as National Osteopathic Week in Lewisburg.

Shepherd’s Center Volunteer of the Year

Recorder Beatty announced the Anne and Cleve Benedict had been chosen as the Volunteer of the Year for the Shepherd Center. 

ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 255, Parks Usage Fee, 2nd Reading and Public Hearing

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following Ordinance by title for 2nd reading:
“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND MODIFY THE OFFICIAL CODE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, RELATING TO ADMINSTRATION/CITY PARKS USAGE FEES.”
Mayor Manchester opened the floor for comment during a public hearing at 7:50 p.m. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the hearing at 7:51 p.m.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve Ordinance 255, Parks Usage Fees for 2nd reading and passage. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.
Ordinance 257, Cable Franchise renewal, first reading

Mayor Manchester announced this ordinance was not ready for consideration.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to table Ordinance 257 until the April 19, 2016 City Council meeting. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution 438

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of Resolution 438 Master Equipment Lease Agreement for a Street Sweeper by title for passage:
“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A MASTER EQUIPMENT LEASE-PURCHASE AGREEMENT (STREET SWEEPER), AND RELATED INSTRUMENTS, AND DETERMINING OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.”

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve Resolution 438, Master Equipment Lease Agreement for a Street Sweeper. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to amend Resolution 438 to include the words “street sweeper” in the title and body of the resolution. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Councilmember Baldwin reminded folks that Chocolate Festival was scheduled for Saturday, April 9, 2016 downtown. He encouraged everyone to attend. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported a working session was held on March 10th to review revisions of the Zoning Ordinances. He stated the next meeting would be held on Thursday, April 7, 2016.
Parks Commission

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the March 1, 206 Parks Commission meeting:
· Tree Board appointments were discussed and the Commission members decided they needed more time to review the potential nominees. 

 Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to table approval of the Tree Board appointments until the April 19, 2016 City Council meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

No report was given. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

No report was given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the March 8, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:
· The Finance Committee recommended approval to fund a request from the Greenbrier Valley Theatre in the amount of $11,500 for a facade renovation. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a funding request from the Greenbrier Valley Theatre for $11,500 for a façade renovation. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to purchase a mini excavator from Leslie Equipment for $42,250. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to purchase a mini excavator from Leslie Equipment for $42,250. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a traffic calming plan for Church and Court Streets in the amount of $12,615.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a traffic calming plan for Church and Court Streets I the amount of $12,615. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee approved the purchase and install 8 defibrillation units at a cost of $1,500 each and a total cost of $12,000 to be installed in various City Departments including City Hall and the Public Works Shop.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to purchase and install 8 defibrillation units at a cost of $1,500 each and a total cost of $12,000 to be installed in various City Departments including City Hall and the Public Works Shop. With all in favor the motion carried.
· The Finance Committee approved the allocation of funds to pay for and train a new Accounts Receivables Clerk beginning April 25th.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to allocate funds to pay for and train a new Accounts Receivables Clerk beginning April 25th. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· Mayor Manchester stated a Building Commission meeting needed to be held to discuss the approval of security upgrades to City Hall. Manchester stated a security review had been completed at City Hall and it was discovered it would be beneficial to make security upgrades for the safety of all employees and citizens.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to recommend security upgrades to the Building Commission to be paid from the residual money in the Building Commission budget. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of changing the mileage rate from 57.5 cents a mile to 54 cents a mile to match the Federal rate.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to change the mileage rate from 57.5 cents a mile to 54 cents a mile to match the Federal rate. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the 2016-2017 Coal Severance Budget as presented with all funds being used by the Parks Department.
Councilmember Etten made a motion approval of the 2016-2017 Coal Severance Budget as presented with all funds being used by the Parks Department. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Public Works Committee Report
Director of Public Works Pence reported on the following events of the March 8, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting:

· A downtown snow removal policy was discussed.
· Street sweeper and mini excavator bids were opened and reviewed.

· A radio read meter project status update was given.

· A water loss report was given.

· Seven water line change out have been completed by the Water Department.

· Lighting upgrades at Hollowell and Dorie Miller Park were discussed.

· New batting cages have been installed at Hollowell Park.

· Body work was completed on the Building Inspector’s city truck.

· Repairs and maintenance needed at City Hall were discussed.

· The outdoor piano located outside City Hall is being painted by the winner of the piano painting contest.

· The Mayor of Rupert has contact the Water Department about the possibility of Rupert acquiring the water lines in Rupert from the City of Lewisburg who installed the lines.

· Recorder Beatty announced a sign designating Lewisburg as an America in Bloom Community has been installed on the mesh sign entering Lewisburg from Route 219 and Holt Lane.

·  Public Works Director Pence is in the process of trying to recruit a new water plant operator who is already trained and certified.

Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

