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Minutes of City Council

February 16, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, February 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers, 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Assistant Police Chief Chris Teubert, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Zoning Officer Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
ABSENT: Mark Etten
VISITORS:  Reporters with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Garland Kessinger. 
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Shannon Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

January 7, 2016

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the January 7, 2016 Special Session minutes as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

January 12, 2016

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the January 12, 2016 Special Session minutes as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

January 19, 2016

Councilmember Blake made a motion to approve the January 19, 2016 Regular Session minutes as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

February 1, 2016

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the February 1, 2016 Special Session minutes as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Lewisburg Farmers Market Lease

Wilhelmina Kelly, the 2016-17 President of the Lewisburg Farmers Market Board stated the Board would like to ask City Council to make the City appointee on the Farmers Market Board a non-voting member. She asked to table consideration of the lease until the March meeting.
Councilmember White made a motion to table approval of the Lewisburg Farmers Market lease until the March 16, 2016 City Council meeting. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

PROCLAMATIONS:

Congenital Heart Defect Week 2016

Recorder Shannon Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing the week of February 8-12 as Congenital Heart Defect Week in Lewisburg. 

ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 256, Home Rule Application, 2nd Reading and Public Hearing

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for 2nd reading:
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPALITY OF LEWISBURG TO SUBMIT TO THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE BOARD AN APPLICATION AND WRITTEN PLAN CONSISTENT WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF W.Va. CODE 

§8-1-5a (2013) TO ALLOW THE MUNICIPALITY TO PARTICIPATE IN PHASE III OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE PILOT PROJECT.”

Mayor Manchester stated this ordinance would allow the City to submit an application to the Home Rule Board to become a home rule city and enact ordinances which would improve the needs on a more localized basis for Lewisburg. 

Mayor Manchester called a public hearing to order at 7:45 p.m. on Ordinance 256. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the public hearing at 7:45 p.m.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve Ordinance 256 for passage. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

Ordinance 257, renewal of cable franchise agreement, 1st reading
Recorder Shannon Beatty stated the City had not received the agreement from Suddenlink Communications yet. 

Councilmember Blake made a motion to table Ordinance 257. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Councilmember White stated she had heard that Suddenlink Communications was going to raise their rates again.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARD AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the February 4, 2016 Planning Commission meeting:
· An application for a rezoning request from the Spradlin family on South Lafayette Street was tabled.
· A minor subdivision request for the French Goat, LLC at 111 South Lafayette Street (Greenbrier County Deed Book 571, Page 647) was approved. 

· The next regular Planning Commission meeting will be March 3, 2016 at 7 p.m. A working session will be held on March 2, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. 

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Josh Baldwin reported that no meeting was held in February.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Assistant Police Chief Teubert presented the 2015 Police Department annual report. He noted there had been a slight 4% decrease in the total number of calls and 14% decrease in traffic accidents in 2015. He stated that 3 people had been charged with the attempted murder of a police officer in 2015. 

Councilmember Baldwin stated in looking at the annual report he had noticed the Greenbrier Hotel reimbursed the PD for overtime worked because directing traffic for the Greenbrier Classic Golf Tournament. He asked if the WV State Fair reimbursed the PD for directing traffic during the state fair. He noted the Fair was actually a “for profit” entity. Teubert answered no they did not but that the PD was attempting to negotiate reimbursement with the State Fair. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Wayne Pennington presented the 2015 Fire Department annual report. He indicated the call volume for the Department has increased. He stated the Department had lost two volunteers in 2015. He explained the median age of volunteers was 47 years of age. He stated the Department was struggling to main its class 4 designation.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to purchase a generator for Fire Station #2.
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to purchase a generator for Fire Station #2 Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of mutual aid agreements between the Lewisburg Volunteer Fire Department and the Fairlea Fire Department and the Greenbrier Valley Airport. 
Councilmember White made a motion to approve the mutual aid agreements between the Lewisburg Volunteer Fire Department and the Fairlea Fire Department and the Greenbrier Valley Airport. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

The Finance Committee recommended approval of the employee health insurance policy.
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the proposal for the employee health insurance policy.  Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to promote Ivan Holliday from a Laborer II to a Laborer III/Mechanic with an increase in his salary of a 50 cents an hour. 
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion promote Ivan Holliday from a Laborer II to a Laborer III/Mechanic with an increase in his salary of a fifty cents an hour. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee made a recommendation to recruit for a new water plant operator in class I, II or III including the formation of a new water plant operator position.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to recruit for a new water plant operator in class I, II or III including the formation of a new water plant operator position. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Pence reported on the following events of the February 9, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting:

· Tag Galyean and John Francis presented a traffic calming plan for Court and Church Streets to the committee. The Committee recommended placing this plan at a cost not to exceed $12,600 on the March Finance Committee agenda for consideration.
· A proposal for water operators in training was given.

· A radio read meter status report was presented.

· An unaccounted for water loss report was presented.

· A public works project report was presented.

· The new radio read meter towers are working.

Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.

