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Minutes of City Council

September 20, 2016
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, September 20, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, Josh Baldwin, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White, Director of Public Works Roger Pence, Acting Fire Chief Matt Carver and Police Chief Tim Stover. 
ABSENT:  City Councilmember Heather Blake. 
VISITORS:  Reporters Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Teresa Flerx with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger, Greg Belcher, Randy Chambers,      

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Shannon Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember Beverly White and led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

August 16, 2016

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve the July 19, 2016 Regular Session minutes. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Halloween Trick or Treat October 31, 6-8 p.m.

Mayor Manchester announced that Halloween Trick or Treat would be observed on Monday, October 31, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at houses that have their porch light on.
Councilmember Etten asked Chief Stover if the same safety measures of extra police patrols and the use of electronic message boards in the Church Street/Court Street loop were going to be used. Stover answered, “yes” and stated the extra measures were helpful during trick or treat last year. 

Notice of Award, Caldwell flood water system repairs

Greg Belcher, city engineer with Chapman Technical group discussed three lines (Joe Bennett Road, the tunnel at Route 63 and lines on Route 60) which cross over Howard’s Creek in Caldwell during the floods in June. He noted the service lines near Joe Bennett Road and the Riverbend Nursery on Route 60 can be replaced with larger diameter pipes for increased pressure and buried. Currently, part of the line beside the tunnel at Route 63 runs through a metal casing that is attached to the side of the wall of the tunnel. He said that placing a pipe back into the steel casing instead of under the tunnel would make it easier to repair the lines in the case of a water leak. He cautioned that once a pipeline is installed into a drilled hole it cannot be removed. Director of Public Works Pence noted the pipeline encased in the steel casing has been functioning since the 1980s without any issues. Belcher assured Council that he had checked for any regulations against replacing the pipeline in its current position and learned there were no restrictions. He estimated it could cost the City approximately $150,000 to $285,000 to replace the damaged pipeline depending upon which option is chosen. Belcher said that FEMA may reimburse the city for part of the expenditures. He stated bids will be taken on various options. He noted that to allow time for construction before the arrival of winter he suggested City Council authorize City Administrator Manchester to sign a notice of award to the engineering firm presenting the best bid and construction agreement and notice to proceed for that firm.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to authorize City Administrator Manchester to enter into a construction agreement with the low bidder on the advice of the City Engineer. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to authorize City Administrator Manchester to sign a motion to proceed with the low bidder on the advice of the City Engineer. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Approval of contract for geotechnical engineering services for City Hall

Councilmember Etten stated that a sink hole had opened up behind City Hall right beside Bill Bowling’s building on July 29, 2016. The City would like to have engineers perform a preventative inspection at the structure of City Hall. The city engineering firm does not provide these type of services but have acquired a quote by Terracon for the services. Chapman Technical Group is willing to manage the project for the City.
Mayor Manchester asked Belcher what the time frame for competing the work would be. Belcher answered it would take approximately 3-4 days and that it would be completed before winter.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to issue task order #19 for geo technical services at City Hall with Terracon to be managed by Chapman Technical Group at a cost not to exceed $23,050. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

North Court Street Crosswalk request

Mayor Manchester stated that DeEtta Hunter has submitted a request to have a cross walk painted on Court Street from her business across to the Court House. He stated she had made a similar request in 2014. At that time, he had the City engineering firm consider her request. It had been decided it was not feasible to run a crosswalk from her driveway to the Courthouse. The engineers had suggested that a sidewalk be constructed  from either her business driveway to Randolph Street or her driveway to Green Lane and make a cross walk at either of those two locations. He stated that given the narrowness of the roads in the block of Court Street the engineer thought the sidewalk would need to be on the property owner’s side of the right of way. 
Mayor Manchester asked Belcher if the recommendation from the engineering firm remained the same. Belcher answered “yes”. 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to remain with the 2014 recommendation of the Chapman Technical Group and not paint a crosswalk, concerning the request to paint a cross walk across North Court Street to the Courthouse at 209 Court Street North. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Shuck Memorial Baptist Church memorandum of understanding for parking lot upgrades

Mayor Manchester stated the Church has land available to construct a parking lot which could be used by city residents to use the lot when services are not going on at the church. Construction of the lot could be completed in the spring of 2017. Total construction costs are estimated to be $65,000 with a $10,00o contribution coming from the Church. The Memorandum of Understanding would be for 20 years and the parking lot would be available for a minimum of 7 years.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to authorize City Administrator Manchester to sign a memorandum of understanding with Shuck Memorial Baptist church to build a municipal parking lot to be completed in the spring of 2017. Total construction costs are estimated to be  $65,000 with a $10,000 contribution coming from the Church. The Memorandum of Understanding would be for 20 years and the parking lot would be available for a minimum of  7 years. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution 441, requesting the PSC advise Mon Power to issue 
 RFP before adding generating capacity
Recorder Shannon Beatty read the following resolution by title for passage:

“RESOLUTION URGING THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO REQUIRE MON POWER TO ISSUE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL IF IT REQUIRES ADDITIONAL GENERATION CAPACITY. “

Mayor Manchester stated that Councilmember Beverly White had asked to have this item placed on the agenda. He said that Mon Power did not issue a request for generation capacity when it acquired the Harrison Power Plant from FirstEnergy’s deregulated subsidiary Allegheny Energy Supply in 2013. He noted a similar power plant transaction is pending without Mon Power issuing requests for proposal (RFP) to competitively source its next power plant acquisition.
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve Resolution 441. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Resolution 442, Application for Land, Water, Conservation Fund monies
Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following resolution by title for passage:
“Subject: 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Application

For:
City of Lewisburg  Dorie Miller Park and Hollowell Park Lighting Upgrades and Hollowell Park Concession Stand Replacement:  For the Replacement and Installation of new outdoor lighting for the Lewisburg Municipal Parks to provide energy efficient, secure and improved lighting for evening and nighttime use of the parks. The demolition and replacement of the city concession stand and restrooms at Hollowell Park. The total cost of the project is $200,000.00 and the City of Lewisburg will be required to supply a 50% match in the amount of $100,000.00. The match will be in the form of cash and in-kind matching.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 442. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Resolution 443, Coal Severance Budget Revision No. 1 Fiscal Year 2017

Recorder Shannon Beatty read the title of the following resolution by title for passage:
“Coal Severance Fund Budget Fiscal Year 2017 Revision Number 1


At a regular session of the municipal council held September 20, 2016 the following order was made and entered.


SUBJECT:  The revision of the Levy Estimate (Budget) for the Coal Severance Fund of the City of Lewisburg.  The following resolution was offered:


RESOLVED:  That subject to approval of the State Auditor as ex officio chief inspector of public office the municipal council does hereby direct the budget be revised PRIOR TO THE EXPENDITURE OR OBLIGATION OF FUNDS FOR WHICH NO APPROPRIATION OR INSUFFICIENT APPROPRIATON CURRENTLY EXISTS., as shown on budget revision number one, a copy of which is entered as part of this record.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 442. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

No communications were given.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Mayor Manchester reported on the following items from the August 31 and September 1, 2016 Planning Commission meetings:

· Christy DeMuth from WVU Law presented and reviewed the zoning map and districts.
· Discussion of changing a portion of the North Jefferson Street corridor from R1 to OR.
· Reviewed the building height limitations and to pursue raising the limitations via an ordinance.

· A minor subdivision for Aaron Ambler at 487 Montvue Drive was approved. 

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the September 6, 2016 Parks Commission meeting:
· Parking issues for the Bowling Center and Dorie Miller Park were discussed.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Chief Stover distributed and reviewed a monthly incident report for the police department. He stated three news signs have been erected in the city “Buckle Up – Park the Phone” as part of the Governor’s Highway Safety program.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
Acting Fire Chief Matt Carver distributed and reviewed the monthly incident report. He noted the Department had received a SAFER grant to help with recruitment. He stated it would provide $176,9000 to be used over 4 years including a tuition sharing program. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the September 13, 2016 Finance Committee meeting:
· The Committee recommended donating the surplus street sweeper to the City of Ronceverte.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to donate the surplus street sweeper to the City of Ronceverte. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
· The Committee recommended awarding a bid to paint the exterior of the Police Station to Adam Whanger Contracting. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to award the bid to paint exterior of the Police Station to Adam Whanger Contracting. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
· The Committee recommended approval to replace the aging server that supports the Sensus Software for the Radio Read Meters with a new cloud based technology system.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to replace the aging server that supports the Sensus  Software for the Radio Read Meters with a new cloud based technology system. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
· The Committee recommended approval to hire a part time water plant Class II or III operator at the water plant.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to hire a part time water plant Class II or III operator at the water plant. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
· The Committee recommended approval to implement a water plant operator training program at the Water Plant.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to implement a water plant operator training program at the Water Plant. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
· A proposal from Smooth Ambler Spirits to split the cost of a bill board with the City and the Merchants Association was presented.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to place a proposal from Smooth Ambler Spirits to split the cost of a bill board with the City and the Merchants Association on the October Finance Committee agenda. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to enter into executive session at 9:25 p.m. to discuss granting a merit increase to City Administrator Manchester. Councilmember Lutz seconded the  motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
Councilmember White made a motion to reconvene into regular session at 9:48 p.m. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to grant City Administrator Manchester a merit increase of $5,000 a year beginning with the next pay period. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.
Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Pence reported on the following events of the September 13, 2016 Public Works Committee meeting:

· Project updates were given.

· The recycling program was discussed.

· The Radio Read meter program was discussed

Pence is to give a report on the statues of open grants at the October City Council meeting.
Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported on the following events of the August 29, 2016 Fire Chief Search Ad Hoc Meeting:
· The voting members of the committee decided to review the current members of the Fire Department and will conduct interviews for the position of Fire Chief. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:56 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

