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Minutes of City Council

October 20, 2015

Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Police Chief Tim Stover, Director of Public Works Roger Pence and Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.

ABSENT: Zoning Officer Chuck Smith

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Sarah Mansheim with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Leah Bryson, Cyn Clark, Rendall Butler, Joe Kare, Jim Talbert, Steve Heart, Bill Patton, Phyllis Crickenberger, Tom & Terri Johnson, Valerie Heart, Norma and Dick Bockway, Nick LaCasse, Nick Sams, Jeremy Dove, Mike Kidd, Kristy Beatty Godby and Kara Dense. 
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Appointments to the Historic Landmark Commission
Mayor Manchester offered the name of Tia Bouman to serve the unexpired term of Ed Roach on the Historic Landmark Commission.

Council member White made a motion to appoint Tia Bouman to serve the unexpired term of Ed Roach on the Historic Landmark Commission. Council member Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Request from the Greenbrier Historical Society for CLG/SHPO grant for the Barracks facility

Nick LaCasse with the Greenbrier Historical Society approached City Council to request the City act as the certified local government agency for a CLG/SHPO planning and development grant. The grant is for interior work on the Barracks on Randolph Street. LaCasse stated the grant is a 70/30 match for up to $25,000. He noted the City would potentially back $17,000 of the project with funds being reimbursed to the City through the grant. He said if the Greenbrier Historical Society receives the grant, interior work will not begin until July 2016 when the grant is expected to be awarded. He indicated the plan would be to open the Barracks as a Revolutionary War and pioneer museum once the interior is complete. 
Carol Olson, Chairperson of the Lewisburg Historic Landmark Commission, spoke in favor of the project and encouraged the City to partner with the Greenbrier Historical Society on this project.

City Treasurer Susan Honaker stated a dedicated P-Card would be set up for this project giving the City 30 days to pay before interest charges would be incurred. 

Councilmember Baldwin stated that historically City Council has only donated money towards projects for exteriors. He said he worries that supporting this project would set a precedent for donating money toward interior projects. Mayor Manchester stated this request was for money for the planning phase of the project and not actually the interior.  Councilmember Etten stated that other projects like this the City has supported have been for a cost share, he noted this project would be reimbursed.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to serve as the Certified Local Government agency for a SHPO grant for the Greenbrier Historical Society with no funds being expended in the 2015-16 fiscal year and not to exceed a cost of $17,500. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Green Team Appointments

Leah Bryson presented the names of Cynthia Clark, Siobhan Winters and Christina Entenmann for appointment to the Green Team. 

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to appoint Cynthia Clark, Siobhan Winters and Christina Entenmann for appointment to the Green Team. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

America in Bloom Awards

Shannon Beatty, Coordinator of the Lewisburg in Bloom Committee, reported Lewisburg had won the 2015 America in Bloom competition for the 3,500-6,000 population category at the Symposium in Holland, MI in only their second year of participation.  She stated Lewisburg was also awarded a special recognition for its Heritage Preservation. Mayor John Manchester congratulated Beatty and stated she had done a great job with her Pecha Kucha presentation on Landscaping during the symposium.

Greenbrier County Convention & Visitors Bureau 2014/15 annual report

Greenbrier Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau Executive Director Kara Dense delivered the CVBs annual report to Council. She noted Lewisburg supplies the CVB with revenue acquired through the City hotel motel tax and thus the CVB is compelled to detail the goings on in Greenbrier County tourism to City Council each year. She highlighted the extensive media coverage the Greenbrier Valley and Lewisburg has received over the past year including articles in the Wall Street Journal and the Huffington Post. She reported $885,000 in expenses for fiscal year 2014-2015, with 45% spent on marketing, 17% on operations and 38% on personnel.
PROCLAMATIONS: 
Recorder Beatty noted that proclamations had been granted for General Aviation, Municipal Government, Pregnancy and Infant Loss, Women on Wellness Day and Mental Illness Month in October.

ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance 252, 2nd reading and public hearing

Recorder Beatty read the following ordinance by title for 2nd reading:
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE 2015 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG.”

Mayor Manchester opened the floor for public comment during the public hearing. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the public hearing.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 252 for 2nd reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Ordinance 253, Building Permit Fee for not obtaining a building permit

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith stated the purpose of the ordinance was to create a penalty for not obtaining a building permit.

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 253 on first reading. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Manchester stated local resident Mark Bowe and the community building was featured on an episode of “Barnwood Builders” on the DIY Channel. He stated that despite the show reporting the City had provided funding for the building, the city had not in fact provided funding. He noted the City does not own the building.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARD AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following issues of the October 8, 2015 Planning Commission meeting:

· A conditional use permit for Hill and Holler bike shop on Jefferson Street was tabled because the applicant had not provided notice of the meeting to adjoining property owners in accordance with the zoning ordinance.
· The Commission discussed amending the zoning ordinance to allow the use of balloons but decided to keep the ordinance as is for now. Mayor Manchester stated the rule is difficult to enforce and noted the City does not have “balloon patrol officers.”

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Joshua Baldwin reported on the following events of the October 6, 2015 Parks Commission meeting: 

· A master parks plan was discussed.

· Reviewed the 2015 America in Bloom judge’s evaluation. 

· Project updates were given.

· The Parks Commission has inquired the status of the bike route logos to be painted on the city streets. Mayor Manchester answered the City engineer is not ready to submit a traffic calming plan for the South Court area of the city streets. He asked Public Works Director Pence to come up with a cost estimate to paint bike route logos on the street and to present it at the November Parks Commission meeting.
COMMUNICATONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Stover stated he would hold his remarks until the Public Safety Committee report later in the meeting.

COMMUNICATONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington presented an activity report for the Fire Department. He stated the letters have been mailed to the public regarding the new fire service fee. He also reported that work had begun to replace the roof at Fire Station #2.
COMMUNICATONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the October 13, 2015 Finance Committee meeting:
· The Finance Committee heard a funding request from the Greenbrier Valley Theatre for class room space.
· A Radio Read meter project update was given.

· The Finance Committee reviewed specifications for a new mini excavator for the Public Works Department and authorized the City Administrator to put this out for bid.

· Ordinance 253 was discussed.

· Update was given regarding the fire service fee billing.

Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Roger Pence reported on the following events of the October 13, 2015 Public Works Committee meeting:

· Water accountability with the Fire Department was discussed.

· A Street light request by Mrs. Beverage was heard.

· A radio read meter project status report was given.

· Service line change outs in the Caldwell area were discussed.

· An unaccounted for water loss report was given.

· Director Pence has given the City engineer a copy of the City’s water audit sheet to determine if it is an accurate tool to use. 

· Specifications for a new mini excavator were discussed.

· Regular parks inspections have been implemented by the director. The parks are in the process of being winterized.

· Director Pence is developing a new parks facilities use application.

· A trial run is being conducted with the new time clocks.

· Bennie Shortridge is retiring and a retirement party is being held on October 28 at the library.

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported on the following events of the October 14, 2015 Public Safety Committee meeting:

· A request for hydrants by citizens on Bailey Road was heard. The Committee decided the city needs to develop a master plan for hydrants before any new hydrants are installed.
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to direct City Administrator to send a letter to the residents on Bailey Road about the need for a master plan. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

· Residents on South Court and Church Streets had complained that many drivers are using those streets as a rush hour thoroughfare. Lutz stated that one morning he observed before school traffic from a residents porch and had counted 187 cars travelling south on South Court Street. Residents of the Streets have erected lawn signs in their yards that read “Drive Like Your Child Lives Here” in an effort to remind motorists that the streets are residential. Chief Stover told Council the PD had increased patrols on Court Street during high traffic hours and have written several citations to speeding drivers. He also noted the PD was going to put out extra patrols on Halloween Trick or Treating night on those two streets. He stated that because of the high volume of children and vehicles residents had asked the City to close the streets to traffic during trick or treat. He stated it would be impossible to close the streets without also closing Old Powell Road all the way to Davis Stuart Road. Councilmember Lutz encouraged parents to park their cars instead of driving from house to house if their children were going to trick or treat on Court and Church Streets. 
· A cross walk has been painted across Court Street and Graham Avenue where the L & R Trail crosses.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the July 14 special session, August 11 special session, August 24 special session, September 15 regular session and October 13 special session minutes of City Council as presented. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 
