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Minutes of City Council

September 15, 2015

Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Police Chief Tim Stover, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington; and Zoning Officer Chuck Smith

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Leah Bryson, Roger Pence & Tom Mansheim.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

August 18, 2015
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the August 18, 2015 City Council minutes as amended. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) abstention (Lutz) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Appointments to the Storm water Committee & Planning Commission

Mayor Manchester stated that Todd Ninnemann and Rich Rehak had recently resigned from the Storm water Committee and offered the name of Tom Hughes for appointment to the Storm water Committee. He noted the Committee was an “at will” ad hoc committee of the Planning Commission and met on an as needed basis.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to appoint Tom Hughes to the Storm water Committee. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Appointment to the Planning Commission 

Mayor Manchester offered the name of Tony Hinkle for an appointment on the Planning Commission to serve the unexpired term of Florian Schleiff.

Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Tony Hinkle to the Planning Commission. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Fire Services Appeal Board
Mayor Manchester stated the Fire Service Ordinance 250 indicates the Fire Services Appeal Board must be made up of 7 members, 3 whom will be nominated by the Greenbrier County Commission for approval by City Council. 
Mayor Manchester offered the names of Fire Chief Pennington, City Councilmember White, City Administrator Manchester and local attorney Brandon Johnson for appointment to the Fire Services Appeal Board.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to appoint Fire Chief Pennington, City Councilmember White, City Administrator Manchester and local attorney Brandon Johnson for appointment to the Fire Services Appeal Board. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Appointment to PSD #1 Board

Mayor Manchester offered the name of John Preston for appointment to the PSD #1 Board.

Councilmember White made a motion to appoint John Preston to the PSD #1 Board. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Green Team Update

Leah Bryson asked if City Council had received and read a copy of the mission statement she drafted. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to adopt the Green Team Mission Statement and to authorize the formation of a Green Team in Lewisburg. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

She stated should would like to present a list of names for membership on the new Green Team and offered the names of Natalie Roper who is the executive director of Generation Greenbrier and Lindsay Jones who is the manager of Edith’s Health and Specialty Store on Washington Street. Councilmember Etten asked if she had approached the County Commission for the names of members from the County. She stated yes.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to appoint Natalie Roper and Lindsay Jones to the Lewisburg Green Team. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Appointment of Director of Public Works
Mayor Manchester recommended the appointment of Roger Pence for the position of Director of Public Works.
Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Roger Pence to the position of Director of Public Works for the City of Lewisburg. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

PROCLAMATIONS:

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing October 2015 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in Lewisburg. 
ORDINANCE: 

Ordinance 252, Update of Codified Ordinances 
Recorder Beatty read the title of Ordinance 252 for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE 2015 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 252 on first reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Local recognition in magazines

Mayor Manchester stated that local merchant Monica Maxwell has been recognized as “wonder woman” in the WV Focus Magazine for 2015. 

He also noted he had been named as Mayor of the Year in the WV Living Magazine. 
Fire Service Fee Update

Mayor Manchester stated he was in the process of drafting a letter that would go out to residents in the first due area alerting them about the upcoming fire service fee they will be required to pay.

Home Rule 

Councilmember White asked if the City were going to pursue trying to become a home rule city again. Mayor Manchester stated he would have the Recorder place this item on the October City Council agenda for discussion.

Halloween Trick or Treat

Recorder Beatty asked Council to set the date for Halloween Trick or Treat. The date was set for Saturday, October 31, 2015 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at houses that have the porch light on. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the September 3, 2015 Planning Commission meeting: 
· A Conditional Use Permit request by Hill and Holler at 204 North Jefferson Street, Greenbrier County Deed Book 560 Page 689 was tabled until the October Planning Commission meeting so notifications could be sent out to adjoining property owners in the proper time frame as prescribed in the City Zoning Ordinance. 
· A Proposed Amendment to City Ordinance 1367.04
which would allow the use of balloons in Lewisburg was tabled until the October Planning Commission meeting. 

· The Planning Commission approved a schedule of events which must take place so that the comprehensive plan can be finally approved by the city council. 
· The Planning Commission recommended approval of a Conditional Use Permit, submitted by Colin Rose at 112 East Randolph Street, Greenbrier County Deed Book 517 Page 181. Zoning Officer Smith stated property owner Colin Rose is requesting a conditional use permit to construct a luxury hotel atop an existing single-story structure as a second floor addition. The project will also add a handicapped unit on the first floor, together with a hotel lobby and restrooms.
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve a conditional use permit submitted by Colin Rose at 112 East Randolph Street, Greenbrier County Deed Book 517 Page 181 to construct and operate a hotel atop an existing single-story structure as a second floor addition. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Parks Commission Report
Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the September 1, 2015 Parks Commission meeting:

· The Parks Commission discussed the continued need to develop a master plan for the Parks system.

· It was discovered that a drain in the concession stand at Hollowell Park has been backing up and flooding the concession stand when it rains. Councilmember Baldwin asked to have this item placed on the Storm water Committee agenda for discussion.
· Issues with a parking area at Dorie Miller Park were discussed. The Public Works Department is to research this for a solution. Mayor Manchester stated he had met with Public Works employee Tim Anderson to look at this issue.
· The Parks Commission has inquired about why it is taking so long to install the signage for the new bike route and signs that Council has already approved. Mayor Manchester answered the most of the area of the proposed bike route runs through the Graham Addition neighborhood and that neighborhood is being studied by City engineers as part of an overall safety plan. Zoning Officer Chuck Smith suggested the City consider paint bicycle symbols on the road instead of using signs. He noted he had seen symbols like this in use in the Shenandoah Valley and felt they were more visible.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Stover reported the 8th annual Dare to Cruz Car show had raised $2,610 for the Dare Program this year. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington stated the Parade of Lights (with emergency vehicles driving with their lights on) the local Fire Association held on Friday, September 11, 2015 in memory of the September 11, 2001 World Trade Center tragedy was a success. 
Chief Pennington noted that a citizen had informed him when he moved from one part of Lewisburg to another his insurance premium had increased in cost. The insurance company told him his proximity to the many establishments in Lewisburg that serve alcohol caused his insurance premium to increase. 
Pennington informed Council that work would begin on the roof of Fire Station #2 in approximately 4 weeks and would be completed before winter began.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEEES: 

Finance Committee Report
Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the September 8, 2015 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Radio read meter project is 95% complete. 
· It has been determined by the Federal Aviation Administration that the height of the radio read tower at Maxwelton is too tall and exceeds obstruction standards and/or would have an adverse physical or electromagnetic interference effect upon navigable airspace or air navigation facilities. The City is in negotiation with the FAA now concerning this issue. 
· Chapman Technical Group can provide engineering services for a new sidewalk to be constructed on South Court Street and McElhenny Road, which follows the southwest side of South Court Street for approximately 500 feet, and ending at the St. James Episcopal Church driveway. The work involves the minor relocation of utilities, minor drainage modifications and construction of a new concrete sidewalk. The new walkway will be 4 feet in width. The engineering work estimate is $16,985.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to hire Chapman Technical Group to perform engineering services for the South Court Street sidewalk Project for $16,985. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· City Administrator Manchester presented new information for lighting at  the Hollowell Park football and upper baseball field for short term fixes to be completed administratively for $4,500 
· The Finance Committee recommended the following street paving list for fiscal year 2015/2016 be Coleman Drive, Monroe Ave, Hilltop Drive and the section of Matthew Road that gives access to the Hollowell Ballfield. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the fiscal year 2015/2016 paving list: Coleman Drive, Monroe Ave, Hilltop Drive and the section of Matthew Road that gives access to the Hollowell Ballfield. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

A list of outstanding grants was submitted to Council for review.

Public Works Committee Report

Councilmember White reported on the following events of the September 8, 2015 Public Works Committee meeting:

· The 2015/2016 Street Paving List was discussed and recommended to Council.

· Lighting at the ballfields was discussed.

· The South Court Street Sidewalk engineering bid was reviewed. 

· The Purchase of a mini excavator was discussed.

· Water service line change overs were discussed.

· A water loss reported was given.

· Public Works project updates were given.
· Councilmember Blake stated that the playground at Holllowell Park was in serious need of a facelift.

· Two curbing improvements have been made on Randolph Street and Lee Street to help keep storm water from flowing into the structures and residences. 

· The sludge beds have been cleaned.

Public Safety Committee Report
Councilmember Lutz reported that no meeting had been held.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the merit pay proposal for employees at 9:35 p.m. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to reconvene into regular session at 10:18 p.m. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a two tier merit increase of 3% and 2% for full time eligible employees based on evaluations beginning with the pay period on October 8. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

