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Minutes of City Council

July 21, 2015
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, July 21, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Police Chief Tim Stover, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.

ABSENT: Councilmember Heather Blake

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Marietta Lyall, Ben Tuckwiller, Steven Clendenin, Jack Tuckwiller, Russ Siegel, Charles Green, Joe Byers, Robert Rodgers, Matt Carver and Luther Hollingsworth. 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

Ordinance 250, Fire Service Fee

Mayor Manchester stated he felt City Council needed to evaluate new information they had gathered regarding the proposed fee structure.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to table Ordinance 250 until a Special Session of Council can be held on August 11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Councilmember Etten stated he would like to take comments from the public regarding Ordinance 250.

Several members of the public expressed concerns regarding the amount of fees their small businesses would be assessed if the fire service fee were adopted. Many expressed they did not feel the fees were reasonable and that they felt it amounted to taxation without representation. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Regular Session June 16, 2015

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the June 16, 2015 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Organizational Session June 30, 2015
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the organizational session minutes of June 30, 2015 as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor one (1) absent (Blake) and one (1) abstention (Baldwin) the motion carried.

Special Session July 14, 2015

Councilmember Etten made a motion to table the July 14 Special Session minutes. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Appointments & Re-appointments to City Boards & Commissions

Mayor John Manchester presented the following suggestions for appointments to City Boards and Commissions:
Ann Fort to a four year term expiring on June 30, 2019 on the Building Commission.

Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Ann Fort to a four year term expiring on June 30, 2019 on the Building Commission. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Jeri Via to a 6 year term expiring on June 30, 2021 on the Parks Commission Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Jeri Via to a 6 year term expiring on June 30, 2021 on the Parks Commission. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

PSC Appointment

Mayor Manchester stated the city’s appointee to the PSC board would be the new Director of Public Works in the wake of the resignation of Mark Carver. City Administrator Manchester will attend the meetings until a new Director has been hired.
Fire Department Rules & Regulations

The Public Safety Committee recommended the approval of changes regarding a testing program in the Fire Department rules and regulations to become effective in 2017. 
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve changes regarding a testing program to be inserted in the Fire Department rules and regulations to become effective in 2017. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion.  With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

America in Bloom Judges Visit/July 8 & 9

America in Bloom Coordinator, Shannon Beatty stated the judges from the America In Bloom program had visited Lewisburg on July 8 & 9. She stated the visit went very well and that she was very pleased with the visit. She stated she felt Lewisburg had a good chance of winning in their population category this year. She stated Lewisburg looked beautiful for the visit. 
RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 436, Suddenlink Communications 

Mayor Manchester announced that Michael Kelemen with Suddenlink Communications was unable to attend the meeting because of a family emergency. He noted Kelemen would attend the August City Council meeting.
Councilmember White made a motion to table Resolution 436 until the August18, 2015 City Council meeting. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Resolution 438, Coal Severance Budget Revision #1 FY 2016

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 438. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL:
Literary Festival

Councilmember Baldwin reminded Council the Lewisburg Literary Festival was going to be held on August 7 & 8 in downtown Lewisburg. He noted that all activities are free to the public, but that one has to register for the free talks by the authors. He stated that the author Catherine Stockett who wrote “The Help” was going to be a featured author at the Festival.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported that no meeting was held in July.

Parks Commission Report
Councilmember Baldwin reported that no meeting was held in July.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Stover stated that traffic flow was smooth during the recent PGA Greenbrier Golf Classic and concerts. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington presented the monthly activity report and noted that the Fire Department responded to 100 incidents in June. 

He stated the new fire pumper will be available for Council to view after the City Council meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report
Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the July 14, 2015 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Fire Department received one bid to repair the roof of Fire Station #2 on Route 219 North. However, the bid had to be rejected because it was submitted via email instead of being submitted to City Hall as the bid indicated.
· The Finance Committee recommended approval of proposal #1 for a pay scale adjustment for the Police Department. This increase will represent a $66,000 increase in the General Fund Budget with an implementation date of July 30, 2015.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve proposal #1 for a pay scale adjustment for the Police Department. This increase will represent a $66,000 increase in the General Fund Budget with an implementation date of July 30, 2015. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to pay the final pay request for contract #4 for Phase 1 of the Water Plant Improvement project by Alvarez Contractors.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to pay the final pay request for contract #4 for Phase 1 of the Water Plant Improvement project by Alvarez Contractors. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report
Councilmember White reported on the following events of the July 14, 2015 Public Works Committee meeting:

· The Committee did not act on a request from the Parks Commission to place “Yield to Pedestrians” signs along the L & R trail because more information needs to be gathered.
· City Administrator Manchester and Zoning Officer Chuck Smith met with the City Engineering firm to assess traffic on South Court Street in the hopes of coming up with a “traffic calming” plan of strategic speed humps and signs.
· The Water Department reported a 36.11% water loss.

· 3,378 water meters have been replaced so far with the radio read water meter program.

· C.I. Thornburg, the contractor for the radio read water meter program, has offered a proposed water tower settlement. C.I Thornburg has proposed that they will provide and erect ground mounted towers at both Maxwelton and at the Yates Tank located on Stonehouse Road, along with relocating antenna and cable for maximum cost to City of Lewisburg  of $21,500.  This represents a 50/50 split on the work. C.I. Thornburg will provide construction details for approval prior to start of construction.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the Water Tower Settlement from C.I. Thornburg in amount not to exceeed $21,500 with C.I Thornburg providing and erecting ground mounted towers at both Maxwelton and at the Yates Tank located on Stonehouse Road, along with relocating antenna and cable. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported that no meeting had been held. 
ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Blake) the motion carried.

