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Minutes of City Council

June 16, 2015
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, June 16, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Police Chief Tim Stover, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Marietta Lyall, Ben Tuckwiller, Steven Clendenin, Jack Tuckwiller, Leah Bryson, Haley Bianco and Terry Wodder.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.

VISITORS REPORTS: 

Lewisburg Green Team

Leah Bryson, a new resident in Lewisburg offered to Chair a “green team” in Lewisburg. She stated she had a degree in environmental science from WVU and was willing to lead a team of volunteers and advise City Council on environmental issues. She noted she had been able to complete renewable energy studies in communities she had lived in. 

Mayor Manchester thanked Bryson for her offer to volunteer and take on a leadership role. He stated he would meet with her and bring this issue back to City Council with a plan. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Regular Session May 19, 2015

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the regular session City Council minutes of May 19, 2015 as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Board of Canvas June 15, 2015 

Councilmember Blake made a motion to approve the Board of Canvas minutes of June 15, 2015 as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Fire Service Fee Update

Mayor Manchester stated the City had made an error in handling the continuation of Ordinance 251 regarding the passage of a fire fee. He stated the City needed to start the process again beginning in July. He stated the first reading would be held on July 14th at a Special Session, the 2nd reading and public hearing would be held at the regular session of City Council on July 21 and the 3rd reading at the regular session of City Council on August 18th.

Appointments & Re-appointments to Boards and Commissions
Mayor Manchester recommended the re-appointment of Skip Deegans to the Historic Landmark Commission for a 3 year term expiring June 20, 2018; the re-appointment of Terri Thompson to the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors for a 5 year term expiring June 30, 2020 and the re-appointment of Jeff Vickers to the Planning Commission for a 3 year term expiring June 30, 2018.

Councilmember White made a motion to re-appoint Skip Deegans to the Historic Landmark Commission for a 3 year term expiring June 20, 2018; re-appoint Terri Thompson to the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors for a 5 year term expiring June 30, 2020 and re-appoint Jeff Vickers to the Planning Commission for a 3 year term expiring June 30, 2018. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.
Public Service District #1 Board Re-appointment

Mayor Manchester stated he would have a recommendation for this appointment at the July City Council meeting.

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 436, Suddenlink Communications 

Recorder Beatty read Resolution 436 by title for passage: 

“RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG APPROVING THE CHANGE OF CONTROL OF CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE.”

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Resolution 436 for passage. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. 

Councilmember Etten stated he felt that the approval of a change of control of the cable franchise from Suddenlink to Altice would be a good moment in time for the City to negotiate the agreement. He said that he did not feel comfortable passing the resolution without having the opportunity to talk to someone from Altice or Suddenlink. Councilmember Baldwin stated he was also hoping that a representative would be available to answer questions. He noted that data caps had recently been implemented on the Suddenlink service and that these caps affected his media related business.

Mayor Manchester stated he would invite Michael Kellemen to attend the July City Council meeting. 

Councilmember White and Councilmember Blake stated they withdrew their motion to approve Resolution 436.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to table Resolution 436 until the July 21, 2015 City Council meeting. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 251, Article 127, City Administrator, 2nd reading and public hearing

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for second reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND MODIFY THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED ARTICLE 127 CITY ADMINISTRATOR SECTION 127.02 QUALIFICATIONS.”
Mayor Manchester called a public hearing to order at 8:04 p.m. 
Marietta Lyall asked what this Ordinance meant. Manchester stated there had been a discrepancy since 2006 until now in the City Code stating the City Administrator reported to the Mayor. He noted there was no language in the City Code that dealt with the premise the City Administrator and the Mayor were the same person. He said that in practice he John Manchester as the City Administrator, has not reported to himself as John Manchester the Mayor but to City Council. He stated this ordinance addressed that issue.

Mayor Manchester asked if any other members of the public would like to speak on Ordinance 251. Hearing no additional comments he closed the hearing at 8:12 p.m.

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 251 on 2nd reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL:
Excess Levy Issue
Manchester stated that an error had been made in the call for the levy. Manchester had met with representatives of the State Tax Department and the State Auditor and came up with a plan to ask the Circuit Court to accept the levy as submitted. Judge Vickers accepted the plea and the Levy has been approved by the State and will continue for five more years. Recorder Beatty thanked Manchester for his hard work with the Excess Levy issue.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 
Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith stated that no meeting was held.

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Josh Baldwin reported on the following events of the June 2, 2015 Parks Commission meeting:
· The Parks Commission recommends installing 8 “Yield to Pedestrians” signs along the L&R Trail to protect pedestrians from vehicular traffic. The single sided signs and poles are estimated to cost $280 each and could be paid for from the Coal Severance Fund.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to install 8 “Yield to Pedestrians” signs along the L&R Trail to protect pedestrians from vehicular traffic. The single sided signs and poles at a cost of  $280 each, paid for from the Coal Severance Fund. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. 

Mayor Manchester stated he would like to review this issue and fully develop a plan for the L & R Trail. He noted that signs like this also fall under the jurisdiction of the Public Safety Committee and the Public Works Committee. He asked for this issue to be place on the Public Works and Public Safety agendas in July before being brought back to City Council.

Councilmember Baldwin and Lutz withdrew their motion.

· Welcome to Lewisburg Signs on Maple Street were discussed.

· Signage for a new bike route in town was discussed. The Parks Commission wanted to know why the signs had not been installed yet. Manchester stated there was some concern about there being too many signs in the proposal. He stated he was going to review the route and the number of signs needed to make it work.

· Tree limbs on the L & R Trail between Frazier and Lafayette need to be trimmed back.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Stover reported that the Department was participating in a “Blitz 60” on Route 60 in which officers were patrolling for drunk drivers, distracted drivers and speeding.
He also noted the Department was gearing up for the upcoming PGA Greenbrier Classic Golf Tournament July 2-5.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington reported that Station #2 had developed a leak in the roof that needs to be repaired. He noted that a temporary patch had been installed. He also reported that the Department needs to replace an air compressor at a cost of $1,800. He stated the Department answered 78 calls in the month of May.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the June 9, 2015 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the Doug Hylton “Grant Writer” contract renewal with the same terms.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the Doug Hylton “Grant Writer” contract renewal with the same terms. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· 
The Finance Committee recommended approval of the renewal of the contract with the Mills Group to provide historic preservation design consultations to the Historic Landmark Commission.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve renewal of the contract with the Mills Group to provide historic preservation design consultations to the Historic Landmark Commission.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a one year contract with Wildlife Control Specialties for deer control in the amount of $5,000 at $100 per deer.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve one year contract with Wildlife Control Specialties for deer control in the amount of $5,000 at $100 per deer. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended authorizing City Administrator Manchester to purchase property for the water tank on Stonehouse Road in the amount of $17,500.

Councilmember Etten made a motion authorize City Administrator Manchester to purchase property for the water tank on Stonehouse Road in the amount of $17,500. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Proposed Change to Employee Life Insurance Policy

· The Finance Committee recommends a change in the life insurance policy for city employees.  The current policy provides $20,000. The change would increase basic life in insurance to $250,000 for first responders and $50,000 for all other employees without a physical examination.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to increase basic life in insurance to $250,000 for first responders and $50,000 for all other employees without a physical examination. With all in favor the motion carried.

Police Department Pay Scale Adjustment Proposal
· No recommendations were made by the Finance Committee regarding this proposal.
Councilmember Etten stated that Chief Stover prefers proposal #1 which would get the City Police Department closer in being able to compete with the salaries offered by other agencies. Mayor Manchester asked where the money would come from to fund these pay scale adjustments. He noted the 2015-2016 budget was approved in March and that a new fiscal year begins in July. Chief Stover answered that in past years the Police Department has had a surplus in PD funds that went back into the General Fund. Etten stated that there was a place holder in the budget of $100,000 that shows in the budget as City Hall Building and Maintenance that could be used. Treasurer Honaker noted it is shown in the budget but is not an actual expense. Manchester asked if the pay scale adjustment proposal would be sustainable. Councilmember Baldwin asked if it would technically be a readjustment of the budget. Councilmember Etten noted that on an annual basis the City does not spend contingencies. He stated that contingencies fill the gap when a need arises. Manchester asked if the City could do this every year going into the future. He noted that he felt the City needed to review revenue sources at the July Finance Committee meeting. Councilmember Baldwin stated he felt the City Council owed it to the citizens to be able to recruit the best PD candidates out there by being able to offer competitive salaries.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to table consideration of the Police Department pay scale adjustment proposal until the July Finance and City Council meetings. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the 2014-15 General Fund budget revision.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the 2014-15 General Fund budget revision as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the 2015-16 Water Fund budget revision.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the 2015-16 Water Fund budget revision as amended. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report


Councilmember White reported on the following events of the June 9, 2015 Public Works Committee meeting:

· A status report was given on the radio read water meter project.

· An unaccounted for water report was given.

· A report was given on current Public Works projects.

Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. With all in favor the motion carried. 
