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Minutes of City Council

April 21, 2015
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, April 21, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Police Chief Tim Stover and Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Emmie McMillion, Anna McMillion, Allie Jones, Mikki Jones, Crystal Jones, Jenny & Kevin McMillion, and Winter & Pat Toney. 
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Councilmember White gave the following invocation in memory of Wade Sayers, the City Draftsman who died on April 8, 2015 while at work at the City Shop. 
“Our Invocation this evening is in memory of our City Employee the late Wade Sayers who died 2 weeks ago. Lord, we thank you for the life and service of Wade Sayers. You gave him a talent that he shared with the City of Lewisburg and for that we are grateful. We ask that you continue to keep his family in your loving care and in the strength of your almighty arms to give them peace. Help them Lord to know Wade was very important to us and to our citizens for sharing his gift and for sharing his Little Green MG in our parades and car shows. We are blessed to have known him and worked with him. Lord, be with other families in the City who also grieve this day because when one weeps we all weep and it is the City’s loss as well. We offer this invocation with our grateful hearts. Beverly White” 

Council member White and Girl Scout Troop 2043 led the pledge of allegiance. 

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Regular Session March 17, 2015

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve the regular session City Council minutes of March 17, 2015 as presented. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four in favor and one (1) abstention (Etten) the motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Certificate of Appreciation for Girl Scout Troop 2043
Mayor Manchester presented a certificate of appreciation to Girl Scout Troop 2043 for the work they did painting the dugout at Hollowell Park.
Sister City Update

Recorder Beatty stated the Mayor had sent a letter to Dingle, Ireland through the Sister City organization indicating a willingness to become a sister city with Dingle. 
Officially Lay the Levy

Mayor Manchester announced the levy rates and opened the floor for comment and discussion from the public during the public hearing. Hearing no comment from the public, the hearing was closed. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to officially lay the levy for the General Fund 2015-2016 fiscal year. The rates are as follows:

Regular current levy rates:

Class I

$0.125/$100 valuation

Class II
$0.250/$100 valuation

Class IV
$0.500/$100 valuation

Excess current levy rates:

Class I

$.0625/$100 valuation

Class II
$0.125/$100 valuation

Class IV
$0.25/$100 valuation
Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
Dick Pointer Cemetery Improvement Project bids approval

Recorder Beatty stated she had received one bid on the landscaping portion of the project and two bids on the fence portion of the project. She recommended accepting the low bid of $4,150 from Jay Bennett of Jay Bennett Fencing for the fence and a bid of $5,416 from Riverbend Nursery for the landscaping. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to accept the low bid of $4,150 from Jay Bennett of Jay Bennett Fencing for the fence and a bid of $5,416 from Riverbend Nursery for the landscaping of the Dick Pointer Cemetery Improvement Project. 
Councilmember Etten asked how the City was planning to fund the project. Beatty said the Lewisburg in Bloom Committee was committed to trying to raise the funds and that only $1,500 was still needed to complete the first phase of the project. 

Council decided that if the fundraising efforts come up short for the project that funds could be taken from the Community Development fund to make up the difference. 

Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
PROCLAMATIONS:

Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing the month of April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Lewisburg.

Arbor Day
Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation celebrating April 24 as Arbor Day.

Children’s Memorial Flag Day

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation stating Friday, April 24, 2015 was Children’s Memorial Flag Day in Lewisburg.
Celebrate Osteopathic Medicine Week

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing April 12-18 as Celebrate Osteopathic Medicine Week in Lewisburg.

ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 250

Recorder Beatty read the following ordinance by title for first reading:
“AN ORDINANCE ENACTING ARTICLE 730 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BY ADDING  SECTIONS 729.01, 729.02, 729.03, 729.04, 729.05, 729.06, 729.07, 729.08, 729.09, 729.10 AND 730.11 ENTITLED ‘FIRE SERVICE FEE’ TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEWISBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT SHALL RESPOND TO ANY FIRE INCIDENT WITHIN ITS FIRST DUE AREA AS DESIGNATED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE COMMISSION AND WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE MARSHALL PROVIDING RATES AND CHARGES FOR FIRE FEES FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED OUTSIDE THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG BUT WITHIN THE CITY’S FIRST DUE AREA. ”
Fire Chief Pennington stated the City had determined that in order to fairly equalize the cost of providing fire protection services, it was necessary to assess a fire fee for users outside of the corporate limits but within the fire due service area so that revenues are made available to fund a portion of the cost for those services to users outside city limits. Currently, those users and beneficiaries pay no fire fee or municipal property taxes and therefore provide no funding for the department. 
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve Ordinance 250 on first reading. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Recorder Beatty announced the following important dates for the upcoming June 9, 2015 Municipal Election:

· The last date to register to vote is May 19

· Early voting will take place May 27 through June 5 and on Saturday, May 30 & June 6.

· Absentee voting will take place April 24 until June 3.

· The Election is on June 9.

Mayor Manchester announced the City will hold a memorial service for City Draftsman Wade Sayers on April 29, 2015 at 5:00 at the City Shop. A tree will be planted in his memory.

Mayor Manchester stated the City had achieved its status as a Tree City USA for the 13th year in a row. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the April 1, 2015 public meeting:
A public session was held on April 1, 205 regarding the update of the Comprehensive Plan.  No meeting was held on April 2, 2015. A workshop will be held for the Comprehensive Plan update on May 6, 2015.
Parks Commission Report

Council member Baldwin reported on the following events of the April 7, 2015 Parks Commission meeting:

· The backstops at Hollowell Park have been installed.
· The Commission would like to hold a working session to discuss a master plan for the Parks system at the May meeting.

· The Commission would like to look at implementing features such as a bike skills course, climbing boulders and other alternative sports. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
Chief Stover reported that in response to the January 1, 2015 shooting of two Lewisburg Officers a Blue Light Luncheon had been held in February. The organizers of the luncheon presented a check in the amount of $4,500 to the Police Department which will be used for joint training exercises with the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Department. 
The Lewisburg Police Department will be hosting an In Service Training at the WVSOM Alumni Center on Monday, April 27. He noted that 55 people had registered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington reviewed the monthly incident report. He also distributed a draft copy of the Fire Services Review and asked that it be listed on a Public Safety Committee meeting agenda for discussion along with an update to the Fire Department Rules and Regulations.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the April 14, 2015 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of (3) three additional Water Department employees. Focus is to be on the maintenance of the Water Department Distribution system. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to hire (3) three additional Water Department employees. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee tabled approval of the Water Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 2015-16 until more information could be gathered about the OPEB costs.

· A discussion about the Snow Removal Employee Policies was tabled pending legal counsel.

· An update was given on the Radio Read Meter Project by the City Engineering firm.

Public Works Committee Report
Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the April 14, 2015 Public Works Committee meeting:

· Water losses were discussed

· A sidewalk plan was discussed.

· The Radio Read Meter Project was discussed. 

Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT: Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm. Council member White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.
