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Minutes of City Council

March 17, 2015
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Police Chief Tim Stover,  Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Deputy Police Chief Chris Teubert. 

ABSENT: Mark Etten

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald; Merrick Tracy, Joey Thomas, Nat Tucker, Jeromy Dove, Nicholas Sams; Peter & Andrea Lawson; Tom & Angela Reynolds; Mike Beaver, Hoyt Schmidt, Gerald Son, Carolyn Komar, Larry Klein, Michael Tincher, Roberta & Michael Blahut, Amanda Baker, Thomas Schwanenbauer. 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance. 

VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Regular Session February 17, 2015

Councilmember Blake made a motion to approve the regular session City Council minutes of February 17, 2015 as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Law Enforcement Presentation
Officer Nicholas Sams and Lt. Jeromy Dove were each presented with the “Saves Award.” The award was presented by Mike Beaver and Hoyt Smith from Point Blank Body Armor. Point Blank Body Armor provides bullet resistant vests to law enforcement officers across the United States. The company presents the “Saves Award” whenever an officer has to be issued a new vest because of damages in the line of duty. The award stems from the January 1, 2015 confrontation in which Sams and Dove were both injured during a shootout with Edward Campbell, who was wanted in North Carolina along with his son Eric Campbell on murder charges. 
Diesel Spill Cost Update
Director of Public Works Mark Carver gave an update on the cost to the City as a result of the January 23, 2015 diesel spill which occurred after a tanker carrying nearly 4,000 gallons of diesel fuel overturned near a tributary of the Greenbrier River. In addition to the $6,657 of regular labor costs during the spill, the City accrued additional charges of $4,920 in overtime wages and water sample testing. 
PROCLAMATIONS:

Shepherd’s Center Volunteers of the Year

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing Larry and Ann Davis as the Volunteers of the Year for the Shepherd Center in Lewisburg, WV.
ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 249, Rezoning Request, 741 N. Jefferson Street, Tom & Angela Reynolds (RO to C2)

Recorder Beatty read the following ordinance by title for second reading:
“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, TO CHANGE THE ZONING OF THE RO (LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) PORTION OF THE PARCEL OF LAND DESIGNATED AS GREENBRIER COUNTY, LEWISBURG CORPORATION, TAX MAP 6 PARCEL 3, GREENBRIER COUNTY DEED BOOK 223, PAGE 546 SPECIFICALLY LOCATED ON NORTH JEFFERSON STREET MAKING THE PARCEL C2 (GENERAL COMMERCIAL) INCLUSIVE (MAP ATTACHED).”
Mayor Manchester opened the floor for a public hearing at 7:48 p.m. on Ordinance 249 and asked if there were any comments from the public. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the public hearing at 7:49 p.m. 
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve Ordinance 249 for second reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Councilmember Baldwin asked Director of Public Works Carver how the efforts to tidy the City before the upcoming Chocolate Festival were going. Carver replied the crews were running the street sweeper daily in an effort to rid the streets from the grit left over from cinders over the winter.

Mayor Manchester stated he would like to commend the press for their coverage of the new building endeavors at Montwell Park with the television show “Barnwood Builders” helping to erect the new farmers market building.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith stated that no regular session was held on March 5, 2015. However a working Comprehensive Plan Update working session was held on March 16, 2015 to review chapters 5, 6 and 7. He stated a public open house meeting was going to be held on April 1, 2015 from 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the Visitor’s Center on Washington Street.
Parks Commission Report

Council member Baldwin reported on the following events of the March 3, 2015 Parks Commission meeting:

· The West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine student member of the Parks Commission has changed from Miles Medena to Gerald Son.
· The Parks Commission would like to recommend a test three mile bicycle route through the City. The City streets are too narrow for a bike lane and the Commission feels that a designated bike route would be the next best thing. Baldwin stated the only real cost would be for the signs. There would be a total of 68 signs facing front and back on 34 poles indicating the route. The estimated cost is $2,700.

Council member Baldwin made a motion to approve the test bike route through the City and to use Coal Severance funds to pay for the signs at a cost not to exceed $3,000. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
· Girl Scout Troop 2043 approached the Parks Commission and has offered to paint the dug outs at Hollowell Park if the City will purchase the paint.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to allow Girl Scout Troop 2043 to paint the dug outs at Hollowell Park with the City purchasing the paint as a community service project. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
· Kevin Mcmillion with the Central Greenbrier Girls Softball League has made a formal request to use the City fields for softball in 2015.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to allow the Central Greenbrier Girls Softball League  to use the City fields for softball in 2015. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
· The Parks Commission has requested the directional signs from the Greenbrier County Library to the Confederate Cemetery be put up.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to direct the Public Works Department to put up
the directional signs from the Greenbrier County Library to the Confederate Cemetery. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
Chief Stover announced the month of April was “Click it or Ticket” again.

He stated the Police Department has hired a new receptionist, and her name is Amber Hunter.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington reviewed the monthly incident report. He also mentioned the Department had some difficulty over the winter with frozen valves on the pumper truck. He noted the valves would need to be replaced.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the March 10, 2015 Finance Committee meeting:

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a 5% matching grant to purchase an AFG Thermal Imaging Camera for the Fire Department for a total of $72,800 not to exceed the 5% match of $5,000.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve a 5% matching grant to purchase an AFG Thermal Imaging Camera for the Fire Department for a total of $72,800 not to exceed the 5% match of $5,000. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
· The unaccounted for water report showed a 25% loss. Carver was directed to present a chart at the April Public Works and City Council meetings charting the loss.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the Fiscal Year 2016 Coal Severance Budget totaling $75,000.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2016 Coal Severance Budget totaling $75,000. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the Fiscal Year 2016 General Fund Budget as presented.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2016 General Fund Budget as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
Public Works Committee Report
Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the March 10, 2015 Public Works Committee meeting:

· The equipment schedule was reviewed.

· A sidewalk plan report will be given at the April meeting.

· A transformer blew up at the corner of Foster and Court Streets on Sunday, March 15th and caused an electricity outage in some areas downtown.

· Girl Scout Troop 2043 approached the Parks Commission about painting the dug outs at Hollowell Park as a community service project.

· Opening day of Little League is April 11th.

Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT: Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 pm. Council member White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Etten) the motion carried.
