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Minutes of City Council

December 16, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, December 16, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger and Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald.  

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

November 18, 2014 Regular Session Minutes

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the November 18, 2014 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Appointments to the Board of Zoning Appeals and Parks Commission
Mayor Manchester offered the names of Darrewll Hughes and Tia Bouman for reappointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a three year term to run from December 16, 2014 until December 30, 2017.
Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Darrewll Hughes and Tia Bouman for reappointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a three year term to run from December 16, 2014 until December 30, 2017. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Mayor Manchester offered the name of Janice Cooley for appointment to the Parks Commission for a 6 year term running December 16, 2014 until June 30, 2020.
Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Janice Cooley to the Parks Commission for a 6 year term running December 16, 2014 until June 30, 2020. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Councilmember White wished everyone a safe holiday and a merry Christmas & Happy New Year.

Mayor Manchester thanked City National Bank for organizing the Lewisburg Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 6th. He noted that the parade happened before the rains set in. 

Manchester thanked Recorder Beatty and the Public Works crews for all of the hard work organizing the downtown holiday decorations on behalf of the Lewisburg in Bloom Committee.

Manchester announced that a land trust meeting had been held in the Council Chambers on December 10th to discuss how to protect the Greenbrier River water source intake. He noted another meeting was going to be held on February 24th at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.

Councilmember Etten announced that City Hall would be closed on December 25th and 26th and on January 1st and 2nd for the holidays.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

Planning Commission

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith stated that no meeting had been held on the regularly scheduled meeting night of December 4th. He announced a special meeting would be held on December 22nd. The next regularly scheduled meeting would be held on January 8th. A working session would be held on January 7th to review the comprehensive plan update.
Parks Commission

Councilmember Joshua Baldwin reported on the following events of the December 2, 2014 meeting:
· The creation of a proposed bike skills path at Dorie Miller Park was discussed. A bike skills path has a relatively small footprint and would only cost a few hundred dollars to construct. The Parks Commission is considering asking the local Boy Scout troop for help to build it.
· The Parks Commission is working on a master plan for the entire parks system.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Stover announced that officer Robbie Crone was going to graduate from the police academy on Saturday, December 20th with the 165th basic class.
He revealed that a retirement luncheon had been held for the Police Department/Municipal Court Clerk Janet Johnson on December who is retiring on December 30th.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington presented the monthly activity report for the Fire Department.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the December 16, 2014 Finance Committee Report:
· CI Thornburg has met with City officials and has admitted the meters have a design or manufacturing defect. They have agreed to replace the meters in March or April 2015 after the winter weather breaks. The City will develop a long term agreement to resolve any remaining issues with the radio read meter project. Director of Public Works Carver noted that 95% of the defective meters are residential. 
· The State of WV has offered the City of Lewisburg $125,000 additional grant monies to continue the L&R Trail from Frazier Street to the Greenbrier Valley Mall in Fairlea at cost if the City can provide the $31,250 match. The City is currently reviewing the budget to determine options to pay for this. This item will be placed on the January Finance and City Council agenda for consideration.
· The Finance Committee recommended a merit bonus for the City Administrator.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to give the City Administrator a merit bonus. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the December 16, 2014 Public Works Committee meeting:
· The Committee reviewed a request to place a pedestrian cross walk at the corner of Greenbrier Avenue and Lee Street near the WVSOM campus. There is a lot of student pedestrian traffic in that area that may warrant the need for a cross walk.
· The unaccounted for water report was given.

· Public Works projects were reviewed.

· A street light will be installed in the new mini park beside the Greenbrier Real Estate office at 118 East Washington Street.  The bench will be installed as soon as the weather permits concrete to be poured to anchor the bench. 

· The City received the 2013 water fluoridation quality award.

· All above ground tanks have to be registered with the State of WV which includes water tanks. The City had to register all the water tanks by December 6, 2014. Chapman Technical Group, the City’s engineering firm is compiling a report and plan that has to be in place by January 3, 2015.

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported on the following events of the November 20, 2014 Public Safety Committee meeting:
· The Committee reviewed a draft special event planning guide compiled by Fire Chief Pennington.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilmember Blake made a motion to enter into executive session at 8:07 p.m.  to discuss the 2014 Volunteer of the Year award. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to reconvene into regular session at 8:25 p.m.   Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to accept Mayor Manchester’s recommendation for Volunteer of the Year 2014. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: 
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 p.m. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
