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Minutes of City Council

November 18, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Bob & Fontaina Powell and Bob Mitchell. 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

October 21, 2014 Regular Session Minutes

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the October 21, 2014 regular session minutes as amended. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Outstanding Recycling Recipient Award 2014

Mayor Manchester presented the 2014 outstanding recycling recipient award to Bob and Fontaina Powell. 

Appointment to Building Commission and Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors
Mayor Manchester presented the name of Jason Long to fill the expired term of Philllip McLaughlin on the Building Commission for four years beginning November 18, 2014 and ending June 30, 2018.
Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Jason Long to fill the expired term of Philllip McLaughlin on the Building Commission for a four year term beginning November 18, 2014 and ending June 30, 2018. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Mayor Manchester presented the name of Phillip McLaughlin to fill the unexpired term of Josh Baldwin on the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors for a two year term beginning November 18, 2014 and ending June 30, 2016.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to appoint Phillip McLaughlin to fill the unexpired term of Josh Baldwin on the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors for a two year term beginning November 18, 2014 and ending June 30, 2016.  Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.
Holiday Work Schedule
Mayor Manchester suggested the City close on Thursday and Friday, December 25 and 26 for the Christmas holiday and Thursday and Friday, January 1 & 2 for the New Year holiday.
Councilmember Etten made a motion the City close on Thursday and Friday, December 25 and 26 for the Christmas holiday and Thursday and Friday, January 1 & 2 for the New Year holiday. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

PROCLAMATIONS: 

Extra Mile Day
Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation designating November 1, 2014 as Extra Mile Day in the City of Lewisburg. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Lewisburg in Bloom Update
Recorder Beatty announced the Lewisburg in Bloom Committee had gathered with the High Rocks Youth Group on November 17 to assemble 50 double wreaths with bows to place on the City lamp posts downtown for the holiday season. As well she noted the City had purchased electric flickering LED candle lights to put in the top windows of buildings along, Washington Street and a portion of Court Street for the Christmas and New Year’s holiday season. She stated the committee was going to host a holiday tree lighting ceremony in the Greenspace cookies & hot chocolate will be available and the Carnegie Children’s Choir and the John Wesley Choir will sing Christmas Carols as the tree is lit. 

West Virginia Land Trust

Mayor Manchester stated a meeting would be held on December 10, 2014 from 5:30-7:30 in the Council Chambers by the West Virginia Land Trust.

Create WV Conference

Mayor Manchester announced he had chaired a panel on the importance of ‘place” at the Create WV Conference in Glenville, WV in October.

Solar Hollar, LLC Project

Mayor Manchester stated he had received a phone call from Dan Conant with Solar Hollar, LLC who stated the solar array project scheduled to be installed at the City Shop has been placed on hold because of legal glitch that has arisen. He noted the complication comes between Mosaic Power and the power grid. He stated that Solar Hollar and Mosaic Power are trying to renegotiate the contract with the power grid. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the November 5, 2014 working session and November 6, 2014 regular session of the Planning Commission:
· A working session was held on 11-5-14 with the WVU law students to work on the comprehensive plan update. Chapter 7 Land use management and the land use map were reviewed.
· A regular session was held on 11-6-14 and a minor subdivision for Kendall Wilson for property on Lee Street, Greenbrier County Deed Book 379 Page 219 to convey ¼ of acre to WVSOM was approved. 

· A site plan review for a Walmart Fuel Station at 520 North Jefferson Street, 

Greenbrier County Deed Book 452 Page 274 was approved. 
Parks Commission Report

Commission member Baldwin reported on the following events of the November 4, 2014 Parks Commission meeting:

· The Parks Commission recommended to city council to invite a WVSOM student government member to join the Parks Commission as a non-voting member. 
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to invite a WVSOM student government member to join the Parks Commission as a non-voting member. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· A discussion about the ongoing search for a site for a dog park was held.

· The future of the skate park was discussed. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Stover that a retirement luncheon was going to be held on December 15, 2014 from 12:00 until 1:30 p.m. for Janet Johnson, who is retiring. Janet has worked for the Police Department for 27 years. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Pennington presented the monthly activity report for the Fire Department. He also noted that he had recently attended a meeting in Bridgeport, WV to talk about their ordinance concerning assessing fire fees to residents outside the city limits. He stated the WV State Supreme Court had recently ruled in favor of allowing Bridgeport to assess fire fees to residents outside the city limits. Lewisburg is currently doing research to pass a similar ordinance. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the November 18, 2014 Finance Committee report:

· The Finance Committee recommended not taking action on the approval of the Water Systems Improvements Contract #4 for the Water Treatment Plant Pay Request #15.
· The Finance Committee recommended approval of renewal of the property and liability insurance renewal.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve renewal of the property and liability insurance. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to hold the employee appreciation luncheon on December 12, 2014 from 12-2 at the Greenbrier County Library to be catered by TLP, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $1,300.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to hold the employee appreciation luncheon on December 12, 2014 from 12-2 at the Greenbrier County Library to be catered by TLP, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $1,300. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four in favor and one abstention (White) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to allow the Police Department to apply for an U.S. Justice Department bullet proof vest matching grant. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to authorize the Police Department to apply for an U.S. Justice Department bullet proof vest matching grant. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of Option P for an employee incentive pay to go into effect on the next pay period.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Option P for an employee incentive. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to go into executive session at 8:22 p.m. to discuss merit bonuses.  Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to reconvene into regular session at 8:26 p.m. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a merit increase proposal with an adjustment to take an employee from Column D to Column A and an employee from Column C to Column B.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a merit increase proposal with an adjustment to take an employee from Column D to Column A and an employee from Column C to Column B. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Report form the Public Works Committee
Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the November 18, 2014 Public Works Committee Report:

· The city is waiting on the arrival of the new tree grates for the Mini Park that was renovated on Washington Street in front of Greenbrier Real Estate. The trees will be planted soon.

· The outdoor bathrooms at City Hall will be open and available for use by the public on 29 and 30 during the Holiday Open House weekend downtown. The bathrooms will be closed for the winter on Monday, December 1, 2014.

Public Safety Report

No report was given.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:31.  Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
