Lewisburg City Council

Meeting Minutes

October 21, 2014

Page 6

Minutes of City Council

October 21, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Christian Giggenbach; John Tuggle and Casandra Hughart with Region IV; Beth Gill, Kristi Godby &  Kara Dense with the Greenbrier Convention and Visitor’s Bureau; Mike Kidd, Ryan Pence and Martha Hylton. 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Recorder Beatty gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

Christian Giggenbach/ Greenbrier County Commission

Christian approached City Council as a candidate for the office of County Commission. He stated that if elected he would work with City Council to keep the citizens aware of what was going on with the County Commission. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

September 16, 2014 Regular Session Minutes

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the September 16, 2014 regular session minutes as amended. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Letter of Understanding with Region IV/water plant project
Mayor John Mancester stated that given the size and complexity of water plant upgrade project, the City has decided to hire Region IV to administer the project. The project is expected to cost nearly $31.7 million dollars. The project involves moving the city run regional water system’s intake to a point above the Greenbrier County landfill along the Greenbrier River. Manchester noted the goal is to be able to pump water throughout the system while operating fewer hours. He stated the plant is currently operating approximately 20 hours a day. He said that by increasing the size of the system from the intake, the City would be able to process more water in less time. He noted the design phase of the project is expected to be completed by March. John Tuggle with Region IV stated that financing for the project will come from federal and state loans with just under $1.6 million coming from the City. The letter of understanding between the City and Region IV sets forth the agreement under which Region IV will administer the project at a cost not to exceed $175,000.
Council member White made a motion to accept the letter of understanding between Region IV and the City of Lewisburg for the water plant upgrade project as presented. Council member Lutz seconded the motion. 

Councilmember Etten asked that the City Attorney review the understanding and bring it back to City Council if changes need to be made.

With all in favor the motion carried. 

Greenbrier County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau annual report

Kara Dense, executive director of the Visitor’s Bureau introduced two new staff members, Beth Gill, the new marketing manager and Kristi Beatty Godby, the new media relations manager. Dense also reviewed the annual report of the CVB with City Council. Dense reported the City had been mentioned in several media outlets over the past year including Travel and Leisure, Southern Living magazine, AAA Journeys, and Convention South. Lewisburg establishments were mentioned in “America’s Quirkiest Towns” and the Wall Street Journal’s, “A Culinary Road Trip Through Appalachia, ” to name a few. 
Home Rule Program
Mayor Manchester informed City Council that the City was not selected for Phase II of the Home Rule Pilot program. 
America In Bloom Update

Lewisburg Recorder Shannon Beatty, who is also the coordinator of the Lewisburg In Bloom committee, presented a slide show on the America in Bloom Symposium in Philadelphia, PA at which the City received a special recognition award for its landscaped areas. Beatty shared feedback from the America in Bloom judges stating that Lewisburg had received an overall four out of five rating. 

PROCLAMATIONS:

Municipal Government Week

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation designating October 20-24 as Municipal Government Week.
Work Place Bullies Week

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation designating October 19-25 as Freedom from Work Place Bullies Week. 
General Aviation Appreciation Month

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation designating October 2014 as General Aviation Appreciation Month in Lewisburg. 
Medical Assistants Recognition Month

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation designating October 20-24 as Medical Assistants Recognition Week in Lewisburg. 
Women’s Wellness

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation designating November 8 as Women on Wellness Day in Lewisburg. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Parking Downtown

Councilmember Lutz stated he would like to see the City make use of more way finding signs downtown to help visitors find the municipal parking lots. 

Halloween Trick or Treating

Lutz reminded the citizens that the merchants would be passing out candy from 5-6 p.m. before Trick or Treating occurrs between 6-8 p.m. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the October 1, 2014 working session and October 2, 2014 regular session of the Planning Commission:
· WVU Law held a session on chapters 4-6 of the comprehensive plan.
· A site plan review- Zoning Officer Chuck Smith stated the preconstruction and post construction drawings were presented for the review, but that Appalachian Mountain Advocates, Inc. had no real plans for the project until funds were in hand. The only further development on the drawings were the inclusion of brick pavers to be set beneath the log building around the lower entrance to the Teen Center, as well as another section for an existing walkway. Zoning Officer Smith said the Historic Landmarks Commission has already approved the pavers with the condition that Appalachian Mountain Advocates provide the commission with a site plan. Appalachian Mountain Advocates will reapproach the commission when new developments occur, he said. 
· A Public Hearing for Florian & Margaret Schleiff for a Minor Subdivision at Chestnut Street, Property identified as Greenbrier County Deed Book 524 Page 60. Zoning Officer Smith stated that in the process of purchasing the Chestnut Street property from James & Debra Bostick, the Schleiffs were approached by the neighboring property owner, Joan Montgomery, asking for a 0.02 acre triangular piece of the purchasing property, which would put her property in compliance with a 10-foot setback and would also square up her lot. Zoning Officer Smith said letters have been received by all adjacent property owners with no objections. The Commission approved the minor subdivision. 
· Zoning Officer Smith stated he'd received a report from Barnette Development of a change in the plans for the parking lot at the multi-plex cinema site, which called for a stone and asphalt surface. Barnette stated he wanted to use stone and concrete instead. Zoning Officer Smith said the cost would be greater with concrete but would provide a more durable surface.

Parks Commission Report

City Council member Josh Baldwin reported on the following events of the October 7, 2014 Parks Commission meeting:

· Merrick Tracy is currently working on creating a bike route through Lewisburg.

· John Francis resigned from the Parks Commission.

COMMUNICATONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

No report was given.

COMMUNICATON FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Pennington presented the monthly activity report for the Fire Department. 
COMMUNICATONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the October 14, 2014 Finance Committee report:

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a contract with Solar Hollar, LLC for the installation of a photo voltaic array at the City Shop on Feamster Road. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the contract with Solar Hollar, LLC for the installation of a photo voltaic array at the City Shop on Feamster Road. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a contract with Mosaic Power, LLC as a funding mechanism for 75 electric hot water heaters of which the $100 rebate will come back to the City to fund the photo voltaic array. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the contract with Mosaic Power. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to pay Alvarez Contractors $91,438 for water system improvements for contract #4 at the Water Treatment Plant Pay Request #14. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to pay Alvarez Contractors $91,438 for water system improvements for contract #4 at the Water Treatment Plant for Pay Request #14. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the Water System Improvement Contract #4, Change Order #5 for the Water Treatment Plant. This change order reduces the total contract price by $47,000 because it removes the cost of paving from the contract. It was noted there is no need to pave at this point in the contract because in the second phase of the project the paving would have to be torn up to additional work. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the Water System Improvement Contract #4, Change Order #5 for the Water Treatment Plant. This change order reduces the total contract price by $47,000 because it removes the cost of paving from the contract. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to spend $2,000 from the Fire Department budget as a grant match for the Assistance to Fire Fighter Grant to purchase fire hose.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve to spend $2,000 from the Fire Department budget as a grant match for the Assistance to Fire Fighter Grant to purchase fire hose. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Report form the Public Works Committee
Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the October 14, 2014 Public Works Committee Report:

· The WV Land Trust gave a presentation to the Committee regarding money to purchase land to protect the source waters. 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to grant a letter of endorsement from the City to the WV Land Trust. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· A leak detection report was given.

· Project updates were given.

· An evaluation of the sidewalks is being drafted after a request by Recorder Beatty during a Director’s meeting.

· The Stratton Alley storm water project will be started in the spring of 2015. 

Public Safety Report

No report was given.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:38.  Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
