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Minutes of City Council

September 16, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, September 16, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Joshua Baldwin, Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger. 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Councilmember Lutz gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

August 19, 2014 Regular Session Minutes

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve the August 19, 2014 regular session minutes as amended. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Solar Holler Agreement
Mayor Manchester suggested that City Council might want to table consideration of the agreement which Council had only received on the day of the Council meeting to allow more time to review the agreement. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to table consideration of the Solar Holler Agreement until the October 21, 2014 City Council meeting. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Set the Date for Halloween Trick or Treat

October 31st has been set for Halloween Trick or Treating from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at homes at which the porch light is on.
Connie Mann Play Fountain Update
Mayor Manchester announced the play fountain which had been out of order since early August has been repaired and was turned back on.
In Home Service Plumbing Warranty

Mayor Manchester announced that Utility Service Partners is now offering a new “in home service plumbing warranty” which will cover emergency repairs for plumbing in a home. He stated the new program had been endorsed by the West Virginia Municipal League and the National League of Cities. He noted they use local plumbers to do the work.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to authorize City Administrator Manchester to enter into a contract with Utility Service Partners to offer an in home service plumbing warranty to Lewisburg citizens. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

No communications were given.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the September 4, 2014 Planning Commission meeting:

· A revised site plan review for Barnette Development LLC at Greenbrier County Rt. 219/74 for a proposed theatre on 17.24 Acres at Tax Map 12 P/P par 147, Deed Book 551 page 400 was approved. Four major changes to the site plan for the proposed cinema:  After removing rock from Basin #3, the elevation of the area between the theatre and the main road was raised four feet. The remnant rock was used to fill in along the berm resulting in an increase of saleable land above the cinema site. Three drop inlets for storm drainage were eliminated along the bench. The shape of Basin #4 has been reconfigured. The volume, however, will remain the same. That basin is currently not in use. Zoning Officer Smith stated the work done on the site was excellent and said Stafford Consultants has received the report prepared by Thrasher Engineering.

· A revision of the Preliminary Plat for Barnette Development LLC at Greenbrier County Rt. 219/74 -Tax Map 12 P/O par 147, Deed Book 551 page 400 Lot of 17.24 Acres

(listed as Revised Final Plat on the agenda) was approved. Zoning Officer Smith detailed two revisions to the revised Preliminary Plat: A new drainage easement was placed on Basin #4, and a new drainage easement was installed around injection Basin #2.
Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the September 2, 2014 Parks Commission meeting:

· TAG Galyean presented a brief history of the Lewisburg Foundation to the Parks Commission. Parks Commission member John Francis had invited TAG Galyean to the meeting because of his involvement with the beautification of the downtown area of Lewisburg through the Lewisburg Foundation, a non-profit organization. Since the Parks Commission is the Tree Board for the City, he felt the commission could use more information about the responsibilities of the Foundation with regard to parks and trees.
· The search for a location for a dog park was discussed. Galyean was asked to confer with Hamilton on behalf of the dog park idea and report back to the Parks Commission. The City has pledged to supply water and fencing and to maintain the grounds. Commission member Beatty said he'd like to see a spring opening date for the park.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Stover reviewed an activity report of incidents the Police Department has responded to. He also announced that Patrolman Crone was currently attending the Police Academy. He noted the 7th annual Dare to Cruz Car show (fundraiser for the DARE program) was a success despite the rain on Saturday, September 13th. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington presented an activity report of incidents the Fire Department has responded to. He also noted the ISO review program was currently underway. He stated the replacement engine that was ordered in June will not be ready until July or August 2015. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

· The Finance Committee recommended the purchase of a backhoe in the amount of $78,231 from Leslie Equipment by the Water Department. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the purchase of a backhoe in the amount of $78,231 from Leslie Equipment. Councilmember White seconded the purchase. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended the purchase of a plotter in the amount of $4,895 from Charleston Blueprint by the Public Works Department.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the purchase of a plotter in the amount of $4,895 from Charleston Blueprint. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended the approval of an adjustment in the Police Department pay scale to go into effect with the September 25, 2014 pay period.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the adjustment in the Police Department pay scale adjustment to go into effect with the September 25, 2014 pay period. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended the approval of the financial statements for the period ending June 30, 2014. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the financial statements for the period ending June 30, 2014. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report
Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the September 9, 2014 Public Works Committee meeting: 

· Public Works projects were reviewed.

· A leak detection report was reviewed.

· The need to replace a backhoe and plotter was discussed. 

· The Public Works Department will replace the mini park in front of the Greenbrier Real Estate office on Washington Street in the next couple of weeks. Mayor Manchester stated the City would like to replace the mini park beside the Post Office on Washington Street where the Gingko tree is during the Spring of 2014. He stated it was the intention to save the Gingko tree.

· Carver noted that it was now state law that when a street is repaved, the city is required to update any adjacent sidewalks to be ADA compliant.

Public Safety Committee Report

No report was given.

ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
