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Minutes of City Council

July 22, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, July 22, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Heather Blake, Josh Baldwin and Beverly White; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Chuck Smith, and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

ABSENT: Councilmember Mark Etten and Joseph Lutz, Director of Public Works Mark Carver and Fire Chief Wayne Pennington. 

VISITORS:  Reporters Pam Pritt with the Beckley Register Herald and Cordia Lucas with West Virginia Daily News; Florian Schleiff, Laura Bozzi and Brandon Johnson.

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Recorder Shannon Ninnemann-Beatty gave the invocation and Council member Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Diesel leak on the Greenbrier River in Bartow, WV
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

June 17, 2014 Regular Session Minutes

Councilmember Blake made a motion to approve the June 17, 2014 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) absent (Etten and Lutz) the motion carried. 

July 8, 2014 Special Session Minutes

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion approve the July 8, 2014 special session minutes as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) absent (Etten and Lutz) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:
Update on the Montwell Park Project
Florian Schleiff gave an update about the Montwell Park project. He noted that a large portion of the $165,000 the City had given to the project had been spent on demolition and storm water drainage. 

ARC visit to Lewisburg
Mayor Manchester stated the ARC visited Lewisburg on Monday, July 14 to kick off an event for a local foods map. He stated the group would visit 13 states. The map will list producers, restaurants, distilleries and craft breweries. 
Home Rule Update
Mayor Manchester stated he recently attended a meeting of the Home Rule board in Beckley to defend the City’s Home Rule Application for Phase II of the Home Rule Pilot Project. He noted the City had until August 5th to submit answers to questions the board had. He said the board is expected to make a decision in early September about which cities will be added to the Pilot Project.
ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 246, Liens for non-payment of Municipal Service Fees

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for 2nd reading:
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING PART SEVEN BUSINESS REGULATION AND TAXATION CODE CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE 729 MUNICIPAL SERVICES FEE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF LEWISBURG TO PROVIDE FOR AND AUTHORIZE THE FILING OF LIENS FOR CERTAIN DELINQUENT SERVICE CHARGES; ESTABLISHING AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS; AND ESTABLISHING THE RIGHT TO APPEAL TO CIRCUIT COURT, WHICH ORDINANCE IS TO BE CODIFIED AS SECTION 143.07 LIENS FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICE FEES OF SAID CODE.”

Mayor Manchester called a public hearing to order regarding Ordinance 246. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the hearing.

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 246 on 2nd reading. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) absent (Etten and Lutz) the motion carried. 
Ordinance 247, commercial building plan review, 1st reading
Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for 1st reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH FEES FOR COMMERCIAL BUILDING PLANS REVIEW.”
Zoning Officer Chuck Smith stated the ordinance would establish fees for anyone presenting a new building plan for the city to review.

Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to approve Ordinance 247 on first reading: Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) absent (Etten and Lutz) the motion carried. 
Ordinance 248, Update codified ordinances

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance on first reading: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE 2014 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG.

Recorder Beatty stated the ordinance simply updates the Lewisburg Codified Ordinances to comply with updates to the WV State Code that deals with traffic and general offenses. 
Councilmember Blake made a motion to approve Ordinance 248 on first reading: Councilmember White seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) absent (Etten and Lutz) the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Literary Festival

Councilmember Baldwin reminded Council the Lewisburg Literary Festival was scheduled for August 1 & 2, 2014.

DIY Barnyard Builders

Mayor Manchester stated he and Councilmember Baldwin had helped in the filming of a show called Barnyard Builders featuring former Councilmember Mark Bowe which will air on the DIY Network in October.

Solar Project

Mayor Manchester stated Dan Conant with Solar Holler had informed he had found three investors to help get the solar power project started.

Ronceverte Sewer Plant

Mayor Manchester noted an administrative law judge had made a ruling to approve the Ronceverte sewer plant project and rate increases.
Center Green Greenspace

Mayor Manchester remarked the stone work for the expansion of the Center Green Greenspace has been completed. He stated the City and City National Bank were going to monitor the space to see if it is necessary to build a kiosk or leave the space open. He stated leaving it open might make more room for bands in that space during festivals or First Fridays.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the July 10, 2014 Planning Commission meeting:
· A conditional use permit for 208 West Washington Street for the consumption of food and alcohol outside the premises was approved. The former business at the location was sold and the new owners are seeking the conditional use permit. 

Councilmember White made a motion to approve a conditional use permit for 208 West Washington Street for the consumption of food and alcohol outside the premises was approved. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) absent (Etten and Lutz) the motion carried. 
· A site plan revision for Blackbird Way at Blackbird Village I was approved.

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the July 1, 2014 Parks Commission meeting: 

· A search for a location for a dog park is ongoing.

· The Commission met as the Tree Board and discussed and reviewed the Tree Board ordinance and tree survey.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Stover reported the Department will run the “Target Red” program to educate the public about running stop lights beginning on August 1st. As well, DUI patrols will be conducted because of a $900 grant the Department received.

He noted that traffic through town flowed well during the recent PGA Golf tournament at the Greenbrier Hotel which usually brings a lot of traffic issues to town during the concerts held at the fairgrounds.

He stated the Department had the honor of assisting the Wounded Warrior Project with over 75 motorcycles through town.

He stated over 150 bikers participated in the annual “Wheels of Hope” fundraiser during the weekend of July 19th.
He stated the Department had hired a new officer named Robbie Crone. He noted Crone would start with the Department after he had completed his training at the academy. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

No report was given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the July 8, 2014 Finance Committee meeting:

· Treasurer Susan Honaker learned that the City does not have to redo the Other Post Employee Benefit Actuarial Valuation.

· Director of Public Works Carver presented a design for new street signs which have the benefit of saving the City money.

Public Works Committee Report

Councilmember White reported on the following events of the July 8, 2014 Public Works Committee meeting:

· A leak detection report was given.
· An update about the current public works projects was given.

Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT: 
Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) absent (Etten and Lutz) the motion carried. 
