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Minutes of City Council

June 17, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Chuck Smith, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

ABSENT: Councilmember Josh Baldwin.

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council member Beverly White gave the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

May 20, 2014 Regular Session Minutes

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the May 20, 2014 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Re-appointments to Boards and Commissions

Mayor Manchester offered the following names for re-appointment:
Planning Commission

Michael Adelman to a three year term ending June 30, 2017 on the Planning Commission.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to appoint Adelman to a three year term ending June 30, 2017 on the Planning Commission. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Historic Landmark Commission

Carol Olson to a three year term ending June 30, 2017 on the Historic Landmark Commission.

Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Olson to a three year term ending June 30, 2017 on the Historic Landmark Commission. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Parks Commission
John Francis to a 6 year term ending June 30, 2020 on the Parks Commission.

Councilmember Blake made a motion to appoint Francis to a six year term ending June 30, 2020 on the Parks Commission. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors
Daniel Boone to a 5year term ending June 30, 2019 on the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to appoint Boone to a five year term ending June 30, 2019 on the Greenbrier County Library Board of Directors. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

America in Bloom Program

Recorder Beatty reported that Lewisburg was gearing up to participate for the first time in the national America in Bloom beautification program. She said the judges would visit Lewisburg on June 19 and 20th for two days of site visits. Beatty, who is the coordinator for the America In Bloom effort, described the contest as a national beautification program that encourages cities to make improvements to their towns in several different categories such as floral displays, landscaping, urban forestry, historic preservation and community involvement. 
ORDINANCES:

Ordinance 246

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING PART SEVEN BUSINESS REGULATION AND TAXATION CODE CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE 729 MUNICIPAL SERVICES FEE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF LEWISBURG TO PROVIDE FOR AND AUTHORIZE THE FILING OF LIENS FOR CERTAIN DELINQUENT SERVICE CHARGES; ESTABLISHING AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS; AND ESTABLISHING THE RIGHT TO APPEAL TO CIRCUIT COURT, WHICH ORDINANCE IS TO BE CODIFIED AS SECTION 143.07 LIENS FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICE FEES OF SAID CODE.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 246 on first reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution 433

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following resolution for passage:

General Fund Budget Fiscal Year 2014 Revision Number 2


At a regular session of the municipal council held June 17, 2014 the following order was made and entered.


SUBJECT:  The revision of the Levy Estimate (Budget) for the General Fund of the City of Lewisburg.  The following resolution was offered:


RESOLVED:  That subject to approval of the State Auditor as ex officio chief inspector of public office the municipal council does hereby direct the budget be revised PRIOR TO THE EXPENDITURE OR OBLIGATION OF FUNDS FOR WHICH NO APPROPRIATION OR INSUFFICIENT APPROPRIATON CURRENTLY EXISTS, as shown on budget revision number two, a copy of which is entered as part of this record.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to pass Resolution 433 as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:
Sewer rate hearing in Ronceverte

Mayor Manchester stated he attended a PSC hearing in Ronceverte on June 16th which would determine whether or not Ronceverte would be allowed to implement a significant rate hike to build a new sewer plant. 
L & R Trail 

Councilmember Lutz stated he witnessed a motorist rupture a tire on her vehicle. He remarked the road was too narrow as oncoming traffic came toward her on Court Street at the L & R Trail crosswalk. He asked if the Public Works Department could mark the curb at the location. Director of Public Works Carver stated the Public Works Department would take care of that immediately.
“Try This” conference in Buckhannon, WV

Mayor Manchester stated he had attended the “Try This” conference in Buckhannon, WV recently where topics such as health, fitness and diet were discussed. He stated another conference was going to be held at the WVSOM campus in July.
Repointing brick on City Hall Building

Mayor Manchester said the brick repointing project at City Hall was almost complete.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Planning Commission

Zoning Officer Chuck Smith reported on the following events of the June 11, 2014 Planning Commission meeting:

· A workshop was held for the update of the Comprehensive plan on June 11, 2014 

Blasting Permit, Barnette Development, LLC, 

Greenbrier County Tax Map 12, Parcel 147, Deed Book 551, Page 400

Smith presented an application for a blasting permit near Grand Avenue across from the Lewisburg Baptist Church to clear the way for the construction of a new movie theatre. He noted the contractors had encountered a lot of rock on the site. He noted they hoped to be able to remove most of the rock using a rock hammer but would like a permit in place in case they need to use blasting. 
He noted the areas which blasting was likely to be needed was the location just north of the theater site where one of the large retention ponds is located, an area to the west on one of the highest points of the site and along the property line near Grand Home Furnishings. Smith stated that adjacent property owners would be notified of the blasting and that a notice would be placed in the newspaper before blasting was begun. The blasting application indicated that blasting would occur between sunrise and sunset and that prior to blasting a warning signal would take place.

City Recorder Beatty noted that a legal ad had been placed in the WV Daily News on Tuesday, June 10th alerting the public that a blasting permit was going to be considered at the June 17th meeting.

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the blasting permit for Barnette Development, LLC at Greenbrier County Tax Map 12, Parcel 147, Deed Book 551, Page 400. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Parks Commission Report

No report was given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

No report was given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:

No report was given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the June 10, 2014 Finance Committee meeting:

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the Financial Statements for the period ending March 31, 2014. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of Contract #4 Water Treatment Plant Pay Request #12 by Chapman Technical Group.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Contract #4 Water Treatment Plant Pay Request #12 by Chapman Technical Group. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of Amendment #1 to Task Order #14 in the amount of $15,000 to Chapman Technical Group. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Amendment #1 to Task Order #14 in the amount of $15,000 to Chapman Technical Group. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of Contract #4 Water Treatment Plant pay request #12 to Alverez Contractors in the amount of $103,163 which represents a 30% completion of the project.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Contract #4 Water Treatment Plant pay request #12 to Alverez Contractors in the amount of $103,163 which represents a 30% completion of the project. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the renewal of the grant writing contract with Doug Hylton for one year in the amount of $6,000.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the renewal of a  grant writing contract with Doug Hylton for one year in the amount of $6,000. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the renewal of the contract with Michael Mills in the amount of $6,000. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the contract with Michael Mills in the amount of $6,000. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the Post Employee Benefit (OPEB) plan for fiscal year ending June 20, 2012. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the Post Employee Benefit (OPEB) plan for fiscal year ending June 20, 2012. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the June 10, 2014 meeting:

· Lewisburg residents, DeEtta King Hunter and Harvey Neel attended the meeting to discuss traffic issues that the new construction at the WVSOM campus might cause on Dwyer Lane. Carver noted that Hunter and Neel were both invited to attend a later meeting where both the DOH and WVSOM will be invited to discuss this issue.

· Water pressure issues at Hunter’s residence on East Washington Street were discussed. The Public Works Department determined the water pressure was adequate. Mayor Manchester asked Carver to write a letter to Hunter outlining the findings of the City. 
· Carver stated the City had utilized a work force from Anthony Correctional Center and the Day Report Center to help the City get ready for the America in Bloom judges visit. He commended Reporter Beatty on a job well done getting the city cleaned up for the visit.

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported that no meeting had been held.

ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 

