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Minutes of City Council

April 15, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, April 15, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members,  Heather Blake, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Tony Hinkle, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

ABSENT: Joshua Baldwin

VISITORS:  Reporters Robin Zimmerman with the West Virginia Daily News, Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Emily Gianfortoni, Amy McIntire and Bob Mitchell.  

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Recorder Shannon Beatty led the invocation and Council member Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

February 18, 2014

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the February 18, 2014 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.
March 18, 2014

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to approve the March 18, 2014 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE MAYOR:

Officially Lay the Levy

Mayor Manchester announced the levy rates and opened the floor for comment and discussion from the public during the public hearing. Hearing no comment from the public, the hearing was closed. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to officially lay the levy for the General Fund 2014-2015 fiscal year. The rates are as follows:
Regular current levy rates:

Class I

$0.125/$100 valuation

Class II
$0.250/$100 valuation

Class IV
$0.500/$100 valuation

Excess current levy rates:

Class I

$.0625/$100 valuation

Class II
$0.125/$100 valuation

Class IV
$0.25/$100 valuation

Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
Update on City Hall brick re-pointing and lobby ceiling repair

Mayor Manchester gave an update on the progress of re-pointing the mortar around the brickwork on City Hall’s east wall (facing the green space). He mentioned the ceiling in lobby of City Hall will be scraped and repainted. Work is scheduled to be completed by the first week in May. 

PROCLAMATIONS:

Healthcare Decisions Week

Recorder Shannon Beatty read a portion of a proclamation designating April 16, 2014 as Healthcare Decisions Day in the City of Lewisburg. 
Children’s Memorial Flag Day

Recorder Shannon Beatty read a portion of a proclamation recognizing April 25, 2014 as Children’s Memorial Flag Day in the City of Lewisburg. 
Arbor Day

Recorder Shannon Beatty read a portion of a proclamation celebrating April 25, 2014 as Arbor Day in the City of Lewisburg. 

ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance 240, amendment to Article 1347.03 (b), 2nd reading

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for 2nd reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER THREE ARTICLE 1347.03 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG TO PROVIDE FOR TENTS TO BE A PERMISSIBLE COMMERCIAL ACCESSORY USE.” 

Zoning Officer Tony Hinkle explained it was the intent of the City not to disallow the use of tents by existing business owners on a temporary basis at their business location.

Mayor Manchester opened a public hearing on Ordinance 240, hearing no comment from the public he closed the public hearing. 

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 240 on 2nd reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
Ordinance 241, Contractor B & O Tax, 1st reading
Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for 1st reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 737.09 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, WEST VIRGINIA TO IMPOSE A MUNICIPAL BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION TAX ON CONTRACTING AND FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE.”

Councilmember Blake made a motion to approve Ordinance 241 on 1st reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
Ordinance 242, 1st reading

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for 1st reading:
“AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL THE PRESENT BUILDING CODE OF THE 


CITY OF LEWISBURG AND ADOPT THE NEW BUILDING CODES WHICH WILL CONTINUE TO BE CHAPTER 17 OF THE LEWISBURG CODIFIED ORDINANCES AND READ AS FOLLOWS:”
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 242 on 1st reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
Ordinance 243, simplify business license fee categories, 1st reading

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following ordinance for 1st reading:
“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER THREE ARTICLE 721.03 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF LEWISBURG TO ESTABLISH A SIMPLIFIED LICENSING FEE SCHEDULE FOR MUNCIPAL BUSINESS LICENSES.”

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 243 on 1st reading. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Planning Commission Working Session
Councilmember Etten noted that a working session of the Planning Commission was going to be held on May 7th    at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the comprehensive plan update. 

Home Rule Application 
Mayor Manchester stated a public hearing would be held at 7:00 p.m. on May 1 to discuss the City’s application for Home Rule.

White Sulphur Springs/Lewisburg water connection 

Mayor Manchester stated the Mayor of the town of White Sulphur Springs had written a letter to the City of Lewisburg stating White Sulphur Springs had reconsidered their offer to join the two water systems. As a result, Mayor Manchester said it did not make sense for Lewisburg to consider connectivity to the Greenbrier Hotel’s water system at this time. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARD AND COMMISSIONS: 

Parks Commission Report

· The Parks Commission heard citizen requests for a dog park within the city limits. Barbara Phillips and Janine Lazarus have been scouting various properties around the City and meeting with property owners in their pursuit for a location for a dog park. 
· The Parks Commission discussed the need to construct a sidewalk from the L &R Trail to the Lewisburg Elementary School campus.
· A Little League tournament is going to be held in Lewisburg July 19-21 at Hollowell Park.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Stover reported that Sgt. Jeff Vance had completed his firearms instructor classes. Vance will now be able to teach firearms training. 

Stover distributed a copy of a letter commending the Police Department for helping someone recover a lost wallet.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington distributed a copy of the March 2014 activity report. He noted the Department had participated in aircraft rescue training at the Greenbrier Valley Airport on April 10, 2014. He stated the Department was going to attend a Hazmat refresher course on April 20th. 

Pennington alerted Council about a National Nuclear Security convoy that would be traveling through Lewisburg on the interstate.

Pennington stated he was going to put out an RFP for a new engine and would bring the RFP results back to the May Finance Committee meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the April 8, 2014 Finance Committee meeting:
· The Committee recommended approval of the water system improvements contract #4 for the Water Treatment Plant pay request #10. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the water system improvements contract #4 for the Water Treatment Plant pay request #10. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
· The Committee recommended approval of the water system improvements contract #4 change order #4 for the water treatment plant. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the water system improvements contract #4 change order #4 for the water treatment plant. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
· After a review of the recycling program, the Committee recommended discontinuing pickup of cardboard for commercial establishments in the recycling program. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to discontinue pickup of cardboard for commercial establishments in the recycling program. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the 2014/2015 Water Fund budget as presented.  Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried. 
Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the April 8, 2014 Public Works Committee meeting:

· A request from the City of White Sulphur Springs to connect to the Lewisburg Water system was discussed.

· An analysis of the recycling program was discussed.

· Public Works project updates were made.

Public Safety Committee Report

Councilmember Lutz reported that no meeting had been held.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
