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Minutes of City Council

January 21, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, Joshua Baldwin, Mark Etten, Heather Blake, Beverly White, Joseph Lutz; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Tony Hinkle, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

VISITORS:  Reporter Christian Giggenbach with the West Virginia Daily News; Herb Pearis and Ross Perry.  

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Recorder Shannon Beatty led the invocation and Council member Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 
No reports were given. 
COMMUNICATIONS  FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report:
Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the January 14, 2014 Finance Committee Report:
Rolling Hills Property Donation
Councilmember Etten stated that the Rolling Hills Property Owner’s association offered the City of Lewisburg approximately 1.5 acres of land for use as a green space. He noted the Parks Commission feels that every subdivision area in the City should have access to a green space or parkland. He noted that during the January Finance Committee meeting the Council questioned what motion had been in regards to the acceptance of the land from Rolling Hills. Most of the Council had a different recollection of that motion that what Councilmember Baldwin remembered he had made at the December 18, 2014 City Council meeting. The actual motion was as follows:
“Councilmember Baldwin made a motion to accept the property at Rolling Hills pending the legal and titling outcomes as researched by City Attorney Guills. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.” 

Councilmember Baldwin stated that he stood behind the original recommendation of the Parks Commission to accept the land.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to rescind the motion made on December 18, 2014 to accept the two parcels of land from the Rolling Hills Home Owner’s Association and to instead accept only the 1.5 acres of land with the same conditions pending the legal and titling outcomes as researched by City Attorney Guills and a 2/3 affirmative vote of the Rolling Hills Home Owner’s Association. Councilmember White seconded the motion. 

Councilmember Lutz stated he was concerned that there would not be adequate parking for use of this parcel of land and the costs to the City to mow this piece of land. He stated he had misgivings about accepting the land but had no problem allowing the administration to research the legal issues.
Councilmember White stated she feels like the Rolling Hills Home Owner’s Association should keep and maintain the parcel of land themselves. She stated she feels like they wanted the parcel of land to be a green space for their subdivision that was not open to all in the City.

Councilmember Blake stated she is willing to support the Parks Commission but would have liked to know what the vote of the homeowner’s association would be.  She stated she would like to know what the Parks Commission would like to see the land used for. 

Councilmember Baldwin stated that talks about the use of the land were not discussed at the Parks Commission meeting because it had been voted down the night before at the Finance Committee meeting. He stated the Parks Commission was however looking at it as open parks land. He noted the Parks Commission was not in the habit of turning down free land.

Councilmember Lutz stated he felt the parcel of land was already being used as open green space. He said he was struggling to see the advantage in taking over the land to the City because of a lack of parking. He stated he felt like the City would be taking on a liability just to say the City had a piece of green grass in that area of the City.

With two (2) in favor (Blake and Baldwin) and three (3) opposed (Etten, Lutz & White) the motion did not carry.

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to rescind the original December 18, 2014 motion and to continue the legal investigation of the Rolling Hills property donation at which time if the legal issues are resolved, the proposed donation can be brought back to City Council for consideration. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With three (3) (Blake, Lutz, White) and two (2) opposed (Etten and Baldwin) the motion carried. 

Water system improvements Contract #4 water treatment plant pay request #7

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of pay request #7 for contract #4 with Alvarez Contractors for the water system improvements in an amount of $79,137.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve pay request #7 for contract #4 with Alvarez Contractors for the water system improvements in an amount of $79,137. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of a request by Susan Adkins, Executive Director of Carnegie Hall for $17,000 (1/3 grant match from the City) to match a grant to repoint the brick on the façade of Carnegie Hall for fiscal year 2015. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a request by Susan Adkins, Executive Director of Carnegie Hall for $17,000 (1/3 grant match from the City) to match a grant to repoint the brick on the façade of Carnegie Hall for fiscal year 2015. With all in favor the motion carried. 
· The Finance Committee recommended approval of the General, Water and Coal Severance Funds financial statements for the period ending September 30, 2013.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the General, Water and Coal Severance Funds financial statements for the period ending September 30, 2013.  Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Baldwin reported on the following events of the January 8, 2014 Parks Commission meeting:
· The Commission was briefed by Mayor John Manchester who was approached by Stephen Smith, a spokesperson for West Virginia School-Based Health Assembly (WVSBHA) to see if the City would be interested in holding a session at a Try This! Conference at WV Wesleyan College in Buckhannon, WV in June 2014. Baldwin noted the purpose was for Lewisburg to share any best health practices for kids. 
· The Rolling Hills land donation was discussed.
· Project updates were discussed.
· Chairman Baldwin presented a project list for the Commission to consider some priorities for the Parks to take such as bike-friendly ordinances, bike racks throughout town, community outreach and education on bike riding, skate park solutions for funding and a 3-5 year plan to attract state ball tournaments, new parks, dog park, additional sidewalk connectors and city sponsored arts and recreation event.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES CONTINUED:
Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the January 14, 2014 Public Works Committee meeting: 
· The new water clarifier at the water plant is functional.
· A discussion was held about a completing an analysis of the recycling program to find ways to save money. 

Carver stated the recent challenges associated with the chemical spill from an American Industries storage tank on January 17, 2014 into the Elk River in Charleston, WV makes phase I of the City of Lewisburg’s plan to upgrade the water system even more important. He noted the City has plans to move the water intake pumps located on the Greenbrier River currently below the Greenbrier County Landfill. The new intake site will be located approximately one mile upriver from the landfill. 

He stated the City currently meets or exceeds state regulations for clean water at the water plant. Carver indicated that Phase 1 of the upgrade includes purchasing a new clarifier and base sediment and moving the intake.  He also said the City’s engineers have identified hazards alongside the Greenbrier River that could potentially contaminate the water supply. He indicated the greatest hazards to water quality would come from agricultural run-off or if a chemical or logging truck had an accident on a bridge that crossed the river. He stated he felt the possibility of a chemical spill into the Greenbrier River is low because of the lack of chemical plants along the river. 
Councilmember Lutz asked Carver if the water plant tested for heavy metals. Carver answered it wasn’t fiscally feasible, nor was there any evidence to suggest the need to test for every heavy metal out there.  Mayor Manchester stated that additional water testing was now required after at the water plant because it furnishes water to over 10,000 people, thus triggering regulations for additional testing.

Recorder Beatty asked Carver how much water the City had in reserve in the case of a emergency such as chemical leak into the river which would necessitate shutting off the intake pumps. Carver answered that as soon as the City got a phone call indicating a need to shut of the intake valves the City would have a three and half day supply of water. Carver indicated that was a normal requirement of the State. 

Councilmember Etten stated he remembered the Landfill was fined by the State DEP after a severe rainstorm leached pollutants into the Greenbrier River. He asked Carver if the landfill ever notified the City about this. Carver answered no, saying he had sent letters to the landfill about the possibility of creating an early warning system in case pollutants from the landfill leaked into the river. Etten encouraged Carver to approach the landfill again. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

December 17, 2014

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the December 17, 2014 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Excess Levy Election

Mayor Manchester stated an excess levy election was going to be held on Saturday, January 25, 2014 from 6:30 am until 7:30 pm at City Hall. Early voting will be conducted in the Recorder’s office until Friday, January 24 from 8:30 am until 4:30 pm. 
Energy Audit Meeting

Mayor Manchester announced an energy audit team meeting was going to be held at City Hall on February 4, 2014 for both residential and commercial buildings.
RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution 429

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following resolution for passage:

General Fund Budget Fiscal Year 2014 Revision Number 1


“At a regular session of the municipal council held January 21, 2014 the following order was made and entered.


SUBJECT:  The revision of the Levy Estimate (Budget) for the General Fund of the City of Lewisburg.  The following resolution was offered:


RESOLVED:  That subject to approval of the State Auditor as ex officio chief inspector of public office the municipal council does hereby direct the budget be revised PRIOR TO THE EXPENDITURE OR OBLIGATION OF FUNDS FOR WHICH NO APPROPRIATION OR INSUFFICIENT APPROPRIATON CURRENTLY EXISTS., as shown on budget revision number one, a copy of which is entered as part of this record.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 429. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Resolution 431

Recorder Beatty read the title of the following resolution for passage:
“WHEREAS, 
the City of Lewisburg City Council is tasked with the wellbeing of its citizens, and

WHEREAS, 
the City of Lewisburg is desirous to apply to the West Virginia Division of Energy to participate in their Local Energy Efficiency Grant Program, and

WHEREAS, 
the City of Lewisburg is aware of the 20% ($4,000) match requirement for participation in this grant program, 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Lewisburg City Council hereby approves the application for the West Virginia Division of Energy Local Energy Efficiency Grant Program and gives permission to the Mayor to sign for this grant project.”

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Resolution 431 for a grant in the amount of $20,000 with a $4,000 match. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

PROCLAMATIONS:

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing January 20, 2014 as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in Lewisburg.

Volunteer of the Year 2013

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing January 1, 2014 as The Irish Pub Volunteers of the Year Day in Lewisburg.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL:

Community Day Project

Councilmember Josh Baldwin asked the members of City Council if they knew who Andy Anthony was. He stated that Mr. Anthony would like to start a “Community Day,” a city sponsored arts event. Baldwin remarked that Anthony had initiated acting plays in North America and Canada using empty storefronts. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

No communications were given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

No communications were given.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARD AND COMMISSIONS CONTINUED: 

Planning Commission Report

Mayor Manchester stated the Planning Commission would be held on January 23, 2014.

He noted that a Comprehensive Plan Update Open House meeting had been held on January 8, 2014 at the Greenbrier Convention and Visitor’s Center. He said approximately 50 people had attended the meeting. WVU Law School is helping the Planning Commission develop the new comprehensive plan and was at the meeting. He stated the next step would be to develop an online survey and to have a follow-up meeting in February after the open house. 

COMMUNI CATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES CONTINUED:

Public Safety Committee Meeting
Councilmember Lutz reported on the following issues of the January 17, 2014 Public Safety Committee meeting: 

· Emergency shelter for cold weather emergencies was discussed. Police Chief Stover and Fire Chief Pennington informed the committee that an informal system existed between the City and Rhema Christian Center for providing temporary shelter for those in need.
· The Committee recommended the City join with Al Whitaker from the Greenbrier County 9-1-1 Center to discuss emergency assistance needs. 
· The shortfall in the annual fundraiser for the Fire Department was discussed.  The Committee recommended asking the City Attorney to research alternate funding sources for the Fire Department. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

