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Minutes of City Council

February 18, 2014
Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, February 18, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, WV.
PRESENT:  Mayor John Manchester; City Recorder Shannon Beatty; Council members, , Mark Etten, Heather Blake, Beverly White, Joseph Lutz; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Zoning Office Tony Hinkle, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Police Chief Tim Stover. 

ABSENT: Joshua Baldwin
VISITORS:  Reporters Christian Giggenbach with the West Virginia Daily News;   Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald and Peggy McKenzie with the Mountain Messenger; Doug Forni, engineer with the Thrasher Group, Kennon Chambers with Chapman Technical Group and  Robert Richardson. 

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Recorder Shannon Beatty led the invocation and Council member Beverly White led the pledge of allegiance. 
VISITORS REPORTS: 

Polar Bear Plunge

Chiristian Giggenbach, president of the Greenbrier County Polar Bear Plunge Club announced the 11th annual Polar Bear Plunge had been scheduled for Saturday, March 8, 2014 at Blue Bend. He noted the plunge was a benefit fundraiser for the Greenbrier County Child and Youth Advocacy Center. He encouraged members of City Council to join the plunge. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Regular Session Minutes January 21, 2014

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the January 21, 2014 regular session minutes. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

Board of Canvass Minutes January 31, 2014

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the January 31, 2014 Board of Canvas minutes. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor, one (1) absent (Baldwin) and one (1) abstention (Lutz) the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Appointment to the Lewisburg Farmers Market Board

Mayor Manchester offered the name of Shannon Beatty for appointment as the City representative to the Lewisburg Farmers Market Board of Directors.
Councilmember White made a motion to appoint Shannon Beatty as the City representative to the Lewisburg Farmers Market Board of Directors serving at the will and pleasure of City Council. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

Home Rule Application Submission

Mayor Manchester said that 16 additional cities will be chosen to participate in the Home Rule Program. He stated he would like to submit an application for the City of Lewisburg. He noted he has spoken with attorney Brian Helmick with Spilman, Thomas and Battle who has worked with other cities on this program. Helmick indicated he could work with Lewisburg on this. 
Councilmember White made a motion to ask attorney Brian Helmick with Spilman, Thomas and Battle to assist the City of Lewisburg with its Home Rule application. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

Update on Energy Audit Grant

Mayor Manchester stated that a public meeting was held on February 4, 2014 at City Hall regarding the energy audit grant. 24 people showed up at the meeting and expressed interest in participating by having an energy audit conducted on their commercial or residential building. 
Update on Photovoltaic initiative on the City Hall roof

Mayor Manchester stated that Kennon Chambers, the City engineer does not think the load of the equipment would be too much for the roof to handle. However, Mayor Manchester stated he was concerned about the possibility of piercing the rubber membrane roof. Manchester stated he wanted to have Dan Conant with Solar Hollar who would be overseeing the installation of the solar panels come to inspect the roof and ensure Manchester it would not damage the roof.
Update on water plant improvements

Kennon Chambers with the City’s engineering firm, Chapman Technical Group, noted he would submit a preliminary engineering report to the Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council (IJDC) by May 10th. He said the process is completed online and in a sequential process.
He stated City Council will need to enter into agreements with an accountant, bond counsel, PSC counsel and local counsel for the project. Chambers suggested City Council hire Region IV as the project administrator. He said the project administrator would need to set up the project initiation form. He also noted the accountant will need to submit a Draft Rule 42 once the project has progressed to the project application stage. He said the IJDC will concur with the funding scenarios or will provide alternative funding scenarios for this project. Chambers stated that once funding for this project is established the project needs to be submitted to the Public Service Commission (PSC) for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity. He explained that if there are no protests, the project will be at the PSC for six months before gaining approval. Rate ordinances would be prepared and read/adopted by Council during the PSC approval process (hopefully the fall of 2014). During the IJDC/PSC process, the design of the project will be finalized, permits obtained and land/right of ways acquired necessary for construction. He stated that optimistically, a construction start date of spring 2015 could be achieved. He told City Council the design of the new water plant is almost 90% complete. The associated distribution system work is around 90% complete. He reminded City Council the property for the raw water intake needs to be acquired. Chambers stated that geotechnical investigation will be performed and that portion of the project will require a U.S Army Corps of Engineers permit. The location of a new tank needs to be determined. Either beside the existing Yates tank or at another location, in order to complete that portion of the design work. He stated the location of a new tank needs to be resolved soon. He said the City needs to find out if the land owners near the Yates tank are interested in selling land to the City. 
Fire Hydrant Inspection and Maintenance Guide
Director of Public Works Carver noted the City needed to pass a fire hydrant inspection and maintenance guide to insure uniformity in the system for hydrants. Fire Chief Pennington said the City followed the Insurance Service Offices (ISO) and American Water works Association (AWO) standards concerning fire hydrant specifications. Pennington stated the Fire Department and Water Department currently work together to exercise the hydrants. He noted that if a  hydrate were to fail on the property of a private owner like the Army Reserve Center on Route 219 North, the owner would be responsible for repairing or replacing the hydrant. Pennington stated that there are no private residential hydrants in the City. 

Council member Etten asked Fire Chief Pennington and Director of Public Works Carver how many fire hydrants were privately owned within the City limits of Lewisburg. Carver answered that approximately 50 were private. Mayor Manchester why there were any hydrants privately owned. Carver stated that new developments are required to install hydrants.  Etten stated that if the City wanted to be sure that a developer would be required to use a specific brand hydrant, the new regulations would need to state that. He noted he felt the regulations needed to state a developer needed to use the current edition instead of stating “4th edition” hydrant. Pennington said that historically when a new development came into the City, the City installed the lines and the hydrants. He said the new regulations could clean up that language. Councilmember Etten stated the City’s Codified Ordinances would need to reference the new regulations. Carver noted he would like to be able to give a developer a set of the new regulations or specifications for water lines and hydrants when they come to the City.
Councilmember Etten stated he felt the City needed to clean up the language in the document before it was presented to City Council for passage.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission Report

Zoning Officer Tony Hinkle reported on the following events of the January 23, 2014 Planning Commission meeting:

· A preliminary plat for Barnette Development, LLC, Tax Map 12, parcels 147, 148, and 149 containing 17.24 acres was approved as presented with two (2) conditions.
1. The use of erosion control matting on the south end with a 2 to 1 slope is required adjoining the Hayes property.
2. Upon completion of the preliminary plat aspects of the overall grading and the storm water system, Thrasher Engineering must send a letter to the Planning Commission certifying the project has been completed per the plans and specs approved by the Planning Commission. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the preliminary plat for Barnette Development, LLC, Tax Map 12, parcels 147, 148, and 149 containing 17.24 acres with two (2) conditions:
The use of erosion control matting on the south end with a 2 to 1 slope is required adjoining the Hayes property and upon completion of the preliminary plat aspects of the overall grading and the storm water system and Thrasher Engineering must send a letter to the Planning Commission certifying the project has been completed per the plans and specs approved by the Planning Commission. 

Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

· A final plat was approved for Barnette Development, T/M 12 P/O 147, theater site of 3.26 acres as presented. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve a final plat for Barnette Development, T/M 12 P/O 147, theater site of 3.26 acres as presented.  Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried
· A site plan review was approved for the proposed 3.26 theater site of Barnette Development, LLC with the following stipulations:
1. One parking space is to be replaced with a landscaping island to meet the city’s landscaping requirements. Parking spaces would be reduced from 275 to 274.
· A change was made to the previously approved excavation permit for Barnette Development. The cubic yards of excavation was changed from 56,000 cubic yards to 63,700 cubic yards. The amount will also change the corporate surety bond from $560,000 to $637,000.
· A discussion was held of Article 1347.03 (b) which disallows the use of tents as a temporary or permanent place of business, from which any goods are sold or stored. The Planning Commission voted to have the City Attorney draft language to refine the ordinance so that legitimate users may retain tent use. 
Hinkle also presented an annual report for the Planning and Zoning Department noting that 195 building permits, 14 sign permits and 3 demolition permits were issued for the year. 

Parks Commission Report

No meeting was held.

PROCLAMATIONS: 

Celebrate Osteopathic Medicine Week

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation announcing the week of February 17-21 as Celebrate Osteopathic Medicine Week in the City of Lewisburg. 
Entrepreneurship Week

Recorder Beatty read a portion of a proclamation celebrating the week of February 17-24 as Entrepreneurship Week in the City of Lewisburg. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL:

Greetings from Colorado
Councilmember White stated she had received greetings from Colorado from the father of a man attending school at the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine.
Snow Removal Downtown

Mayor Manchester stated he had heard praise for the efforts of the Public Works Department in removing snow downtown after the recent heavy snowfall.
Elect Her Forums

Mayor Manchester stated he and Councilmember White had both spoke at a conference called “Elect Her” at the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicines put on by the American Association of University Women. He noted the conference encouraged women to become involved in politics. 
Comprehensive Plan Working Session

Councilmember Etten stated the Planning Commission was holding a working session on March 5, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. The working session was about the update of the comprehensive plan. He encourage the public and City Council to attend. He also noted that surveys were available at the Library for input on the process. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Stover presented the 2013 annual report and noted there had been a 34% decrease in motor vehicle accidents in the last year with an increase in DUI arrests. He stated the department had obtained a license plate reader through a Homeland Security Grant. He also remarked that Sgt. Jeff Vance had attended training about elder abuse. He stated that out of 19 meth lab busts in Greenbrier County, 6 were located in Lewisburg.
COMMUNICATIONS F ROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Chief Pennington presented the 2013 annual report to City Council. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the February 11, 2014 Finance Committee Report:

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of pay request #8 to Alvarez Contractors Inc. in the amount of $27,760 for water system improvements Contract #4. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve pay request #8 to Alvarez Contractors Inc. in the amount of $27,760 for water system improvements Contract #4. Councilmember Lutz seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.

· The Finance Committee recommended approval of Contract #4 Water System Improvements to Water Treatment Plant Change Order #3 to extend the contract with Alvarez Contractors, Inc. to April 28, 2014 because of inclement weather delays. 

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Contract #4 Water System Improvements to Water Treatment Plant Change Order #3 to extend the contract with Alvarez Contractors, Inc. to April 28, 2014 because of inclement weather delays. Councilmember Blake seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried

· The Finance Committee recommended approval to appoint Employee Benefit Services as the third party administrator and IMG as the stop loss provider for the plan year 2014 as reviewed and recommended by the insurance committee.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to appoint Employee Benefit Services as the third party administrator and IMG as the stop loss provider for the plan year 2014 as reviewed and recommended by the insurance committee. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried

· The Finance Committee tabled the financial statements for the period ending December 31, 2013 until the February 18, 2014 City Council meeting.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the financial statements for the period ending December 31, 2013. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried

Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the February 11, 2014 meeting:

· The radio read meter project was discussed.

· Change Order #3 with Alverez Contractors was discussed. 
Carver noted the Water Department has had several leaks because of the inclement weather conditions. He noted that icy water led to the City having to turn off water to the City of Ronceverte for 6 hours one night while the City of Lewisburg attempted to raise the levels in the City of Lewisburg tanks. The City of Ronceverte had several leaks on their side of the system which was draining too much water from the Lewisburg Water System in too short of an amount of time. He noted that tank levels were back up on both sides. He also noted that Ronceverte has since then fixed an altitude valve that had been broken.

Public Safety Committee Report

No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT:
Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Baldwin) the motion carried.
