The City of Lewisburg

Finance Committee

Meeting Minutes

September 8, 2015

The Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

The City of Lewisburg Finance Committee met Tuesday, September 8, 2015 in Regular Session at 7:00 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at Lewisburg City Hall, 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, West Virginia.

PRESENT:   Chairman Mark Etten, Mayor John Manchester, Council members Beverly White, Heather Blake, Joshua Baldwin, and Joseph Lutz, and Treasurer Susan Honaker.
VISITOR:  Marietta Lyall. 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Mark Etten called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
AUGUST 11, 2015

Council member Lutz made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 11, 2015 Finance Committee meeting as corrected.  Council member Blake seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried. 

RADIO READ METER PROJECT STATUS REPORT
Mayor Manchester reported to date 4,750 meters have been replaced by Advanced Utility Services (AUS) and there are 273 meters left to be replaced. There is a shortage in the shipment of meters. The City is short 263 of the 273 meters needed to be replaced. The Mayor was asked to have an update on the meter shortage for the Council meeting. 

Mayor Manchester reported there is still a problem with the placement of the towers for the project.  The FAA has a problem of the placement of the tower at the Maxwelton Tank.  The FAA states the tower is too tall and needs to be lowered.  Greg Belcher, engineer with Chapman Technical Group, is trying to work with the FAA.   The Mayor was asked to give an update on the project at the Council meeting. 

UNACCOUNTED FOR WATER REPORT
The Committee was presented an unaccounted for water report stating the water loss rate for August 2015 was 36.55%.  

CHAPMAN TECHNICAL GROUP SOUTH COURT STREET SIDEWALK BID
Mayor Manchester stated Roger Kennedy with Chapman Technical Group has presented an updated estimate for replacement of the South Court Street sidewalk.  Manchester stated after he reviewed the estimate he may be able to negotiate the construction administration cost. 
Council member Lutz made a motion to recommend to council the approval of Chapman Technical Group’s South Court Street Sidewalk Replacement project with the Administration to negotiate with Chapman on the construction administration cost. Council member White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 
The Committee requested to have a status of all the outstanding grants. 

TRAFFIC CALMING PROJECT UPDATE FOR SOUTH COURT AND CHURCH STREET
Mayor Manchester stated that the Lewisburg Foundation has volunteered to study the traffic and biking design options on the South Court and Church Street loop to see what may need to be done.

NEW LIGHTING BIDS FOR HOLLOWELL PARK FOOTBALL FIELD AND UPPER BASEBALL FIELD
Mayor stated the lights on the football field need to be replaced and the lights on the upper baseball field are sparking. 

The issue was tabled to the council meeting to allow the public works department to obtain more quotes. 

PURCHASE OF MINI EXCAVATOR
Mayor Manchester stated with the water system spread out so much in Renick and Frankford and even a section in Rupert a mini excavator is smaller and easier to haul.  The cost is in the range of $50,000. He stated the City does have a trailer that is adequate to haul the excavator.  The equipment would be purchased strictly with water funds as it would be used only in the water department. 
The administration was instructed to write up the specifications for the mini excavator and bring them back to the Committee at next month’s meeting for consideration. 

DISCUSSION OF PURCHASE OF STREET SWEEPER
Mayor Manchester stated the current street sweeper has outlived its useful life.  The administration was instructed to develop specifications for a new street sweeper and bring back to the January meeting for consideration. 

STREET PAVING LIST FOR 2015
The following were approved for the paving list for fiscal year 2015:

1. Coleman Drive

2. Monroe Avenue

3. Hilltop Drive 

4. Mathew Road (section of the access road to Hollowell Ballfield)

The administration is the check with the WV Division of Highways to see if they can provide some specifications for Coleman Drive and Hilltop Drive. 
DISCUSSION OF APPOINTMENT OF NEW PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR /MERIT PAY REVIEW 
Council member Baldwin made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel issues (Public Works Director and Merit) at 9:00 p.m. Council member White seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried.  

Council member White made a motion to come back into session at 10:09 p.m. Council member Baldwin seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried. 

Chairman Etten stated that no decisions were made while in executive session. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEMBERS
There were no communications. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council member Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m. Council member White seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried. 

Respectively submitted 

Susan Honaker

Treasurer
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