
The City of Lewisburg

Finance Committee

Meeting Minutes

July 14, 2015

The Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

The City of Lewisburg Finance Committee met Tuesday, July 14, 2015 in Regular Session at 7:00 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at Lewisburg City Hall, 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, West Virginia.

PRESENT:  Chairman Mark Etten, Mayor John Manchester, Council members Beverly White, Joshua Baldwin, and Joseph Lutz, Treasurer Susan Honaker, Chief of Police Stover, Fire Chief Wayne Pennington and Planning Officer Chuck Smith.

ABSENT:  Council member Heather Blake.

 VISITORS:  Reporters Tina Alvey with the Beckley Register Herald, Sarah Mansheim with the Mountain Messenger; Marietta Lyall, Sam Tuckwiller, and Brandon Myers.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Mark Etten called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
June 9, 2015
Council member White made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2015 Finance Committee meeting as presented.  Council member Lutz seconded the motion.  With three in favor, one abstaining (Baldwin) and one absent (Blake) the motion passed. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT PAY SCALE ADJUSTMENT PROPOSAL
Chief of Police Stover reviewed the pay scale adjustment proposal with the Committee. 
Mayor Manchester pointed out that proposal one was a $66,342 ongoing increase and proposal two was a $47,339 increase. 

Chairman Etten asked Chief Stover to address the overtime hours. Chief Stover stated by WV State Code each officer must be paid holidays, Officer Eggleston the K-9 officers gets 3 hours each week for caring for the dog, Officer Vance works a lot of cases and many officers get caught at the end of a shift when in the middle of a case and cannot leave. 
Mayor Manchester stated he would like to start with proposal two the lower of the two proposals and then see what the actual carryover is for the year and then revisit the issue.  This will ensure the City has the money to cover the raises. 
Chairman Etten pointed out that City employees have above market benefits. Chief Stover stated that the department has many young officers and their main concern is the bottom line on their paycheck and not the benefits. They will leave the department to go elsewhere to make more money. The older officers understand the value of the benefits. 
Council member Lutz made a motion to recommend to Council the approval of proposal number 1.  Council member White seconded the motion.  With three in favor, one not in favor (Mayor Manchester) and one absent (Blake) the motion carried. 
FINAL PAY REQUEST FROM CONTRACT NO. 4 PHASE 1 WATER PLANT IMPROVEMENTS
Mayor Manchester stated this was the final pay request for the project and that Greg Belcher the City Engineer for the project had reviewed all the work and the punch list to make sure everything has been done.
Council member Lutz made a motion to recommend to Council the approval of the final pay request from contract no. 4 phase 1 of the water plant improvement from Alvarez Contractors in the amount of $1,000. Council member Baldwin seconded the motion.  With four in favor and one absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

RADIO READ METER STATUS REPORT/PROPOSED TOWER SETTLEMENT
Mayor Manchester made a motion to go into executive session to discuss potential litigation at 7:32 p.m.  Council member Baldwin seconded the motion.  With four in favor and one absent (Blake) the motion carried.  
Council member White made a motion to call the meeting back into session at 7:44 p.m. Mayor Manchester seconded the motion.  With four in favor and one absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Chairman Etten stated that no decisions were made in executive session. 

Mayor Manchester read from a report from Greg Belcher with Chapman Technical Group, LLC, stating AUS the company replacing the meters is 60 to 65% complete. 

UNACCOUNTED FOR WATER REPORT 
Mayor Manchester stated the unaccounted for water report was prepared by chief water plant operator Randy Johnson and public works secretary Rebecca White.  The rate for the period May 15, 2015 to June 15, 2015 is 36.11%. 
FIRE DEPARTMENT BIDS FOR ROOF REPAIR
Chief Wayne Pennington stated bids are due July 16th and approval of the bid will be on the July 21st Council agenda for consideration. 

COAL SEVERANCE FUND BUDGET REVISION 1 FISCAL YEAR 2016
Council member Lutz made a motion to recommend to council the approval of the Coal Severance budget revision number one for fiscal year 2016 as presented.  Council member Baldwin seconded the motion. The motion carried with four in favor and one absent (Blake). 

ADJOURNMENT
Council member Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m. Council member White seconded the motion.  With four in favor and one absent (Blake) the motion carried. 

Respectively submitted

Susan Honaker 

Treasurer
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