The City of Lewisburg

Finance Committee

Meeting Minutes

January 14, 2014
The Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

The City of Lewisburg Finance Committee met Tuesday, January 14, 2014 in Regular Session at 7:00 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at Lewisburg City Hall, 942 Washington Street West, Lewisburg, West Virginia.

PRESENT:  Chairman Mark Etten, Mayor John Manchester, Council members Beverly White, Heather Blake, Joseph Lutz and Joshua Baldwin, Treasurer Susan Honaker, Public Works Director Mark Carver and Fire Chief Wayne Pennington. 

VISITORS:   Greenbrier County Library Representatives: Ann Farr, Daniel Boone, and Kelley Stewart; Carnegie Hall Representatives: Susan Adkins and Alissa Laird; and Rolling Hills Home Owners Association Representatives: Herb Paris and Luther Hollandsworth.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Etten called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
December 10, 2013
Council member White made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2013 Finance Committee meeting as presented. Council member Lutz seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Water System Improvements Contract No 4 Water Treatment Plant Pay Request No. 7
Chairman Etten stated he had spoken with Kennon Chambers with Chapman Technical Group, the City’s Engineer, earlier in the week and the contractor Alvarez Contractors would not be able to complete the project by the deadline in February 2014 and they will be requesting a thirty day extension at the next Finance Committee meeting in February. 
Mayor Manchester made a motion to recommend to Council the approval to pay Alvarez Contractors $79,137 for Water System Contract Water Treatment Plant Pay Request No. 7. Council member White seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried. 

RADIO READ METER UPDATE
Public Work Director Mark Carver reported on the progress meeting held earlier in the day.  Alan Morrison with C. I. Thornburg attended the meeting via conference call. In attendance for the City were Mark Carver, Mayor Manchester, Kennon Chambers, Peggy Carola, Becky White and Susan Honaker.  The issues discussed were FCC licensing for the new tower sites and the new meters freezing and bursting.
Alan Morrison reported that the FCC licensing issue should be resolved in two to three weeks. The City had been promised that the new meters would not burst if they froze, but during the recent record low temperatures over 60 meters had frozen, and it was believed that several had burst.  The meters will have to be tested to determine if they had indeed burst.  Thornburg offered to test the meters, but Carver stated that City crews were capable and had the time to test the meters. 

GREENBRIER COUNTY LIBRARY FUNDING REQUEST
Several members of the Greenbrier County Library Board of Trustees were present to request additional funding from the City for Fiscal year 2015.  Director Ann Farr explained the State’s Grants in Aid funding match and stated in recent years the local tax based support was declining.  The decline in tax based support would cause the States Grants in Aid support to decrease.  
The Board of Trustees requested the City increase their contribution from $3,200 to $10,000 for Fiscal year 2015. 
Council member White made a motion to recommend to Council to increase the contribution for Greenbrier County Library from $3,200 to $10,000 for Fiscal Year 2015. Council member Lutz seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried. 

CARNEGIE HALL FUNDING REQUEST
Susan Adkins, Executive Director of Carnegie Hall, was present to request $17,000 to match a grant they will be applying for to finish having the brick on their building repointed. The projected cost of the project is $103,285. They are applying for a State Historic Preservation Office grant for half the cost $51,642. They are requesting 1/3 of the grant match from the City pending grant approval and plan to raise the remaining match. The request is for Fiscal Year 2015. 
Mayor Manchester made a motion to recommend to Council to include a contribution in the 2015 General Fund Budget for $17,000 under Community Development designated as coming from Hotel Motel revenues. Council member Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

ROLLING HILLS PROPERTY DONATION
Mayor Manchester stated he had been thinking about the Rolling Hills property donation after last month’s Council meeting and he questions what the City gains over and above what the neighborhood has right now if the City assumes responsibility of the property. He expressed concern that the City may be setting precedent in terms of other homeowner associations wanting the City to take over care of property they are responsible for. 
Council member Baldwin stated the issue came up again in the January Park Commission meeting and the Commission still would like for the City to accept the Rolling Hills property as the City does not have any green space north of the interstate. He stated the Commission does not see the property being developed into a park but remaining a green space.
Council member Etten stated he could not see the property being developed into a park because of the topography of the property. Putting anything on the property like picnic shelter or tables would lead to parking issues because there is no place to park.  He does not believe residents of Rolling Hills would want cars parked alongside their property or on their grass. Etten stated he does not see a lot of value to the community as a whole. 
The Committee directed the administration to have the Recorder review the actual recording of the December 2013 Council meeting to determine the actual motion made by the Council for the Rolling Hills property and contact the City Attorney on how to proceed with the property. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT APPROVAL FOR PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2013
The Committee discussed the Coal Severance Fund and the carryover in the fund. 

Mayor Manchester asked with a carryover of $50,000 plus if there were any projects outstanding from the previous fiscal year. 

Public works director Carver stated that the following projects were outstanding at Hollowell Park:


Back stop repair/replacement

$ 7,000 to $10,000


Steps to upper field



$ 3,000 to $5,000

Council member Baldwin gave the Committee a report of what the Parks Commission is looking into right now:
· Security and lighting at the skate park

· Bike friendly options for the City
· Doing an inventory of the athletic facilities of the City and he asked Public Works Director Mark Carver to develop this list for the next Parks Commission Meeting
Council member White made a motion to approve the financial statements for the period ending September 30, 2013 as presented.  Council member Lutz seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried.  
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 2014 REVISION NUMBER 1
Treasurer Honaker reviewed the changes in the budget.

Council member White made a motion to recommend to Council the General Fund Budget 2014 revision number 1 as presented.  Council member Blake seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

RECYCLING ANALYSIS 
Public Works Director Carver stated he had not had time to prepare a report for the meeting. 

Chairman Etten asked Carver to check with Open Doors to see if they could assist with the recycling efforts. 

HOME RULE UPDATE
Mayor Manchester stated he was in the process of scheduling a meeting with the department heads to get their input.  Then he would be putting the application together for Committee review. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEMBERS
Council member Baldwin suggested hiring someone to market the City in social media such a Facebook.  Mayor Manchester stated the City Recorder had just in the past day or two had set up a City Facebook page. 

Mayor Manchester reminded members that the Excess Levy election is being held on January 25th, but early voting is going on now during normal working hours and Saturday, January 18th. 
Chairman Etten asked in light of the recent chemical spill affecting the water system in Charleston if a risk study had been done for the City’s water source.  Mayor Manchester and Public Work Director Carver stated they would follow up. 
ADJOURNMENT
Council member Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m.  Council member White seconded the motion.  With all in favor the motion carried.

Respectively submitted

Susan Honaker

Treasurer
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